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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS, 


For the Christian Observer. 


euRSORY REMARKS ON UNITARIAN- 


IsM, AND THE ARGUMENTS BY 
WHICH IY ES USUALLY SUPPORT- 
ED. 


(Cont nued from p. 210.) 
No. V. 

Aix. Wright bestows some reason- 
ing upon Micah v. 2: Out of thee 
shall ne Come forth to me that Is to 
in Israel; whose goimys 
forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting. He remarks: *“ As the 
person spoken of was to come forth 
ata future time, and to be of the 
Jewish nation, and of the family ef 
Dacid, it is most natural to under- 
suid ihe Prophet to mean, that his 
coins forth had been appointed or 
described of old, &c. The word 
translited everlasting, means an in- 
definite time, not avsolute eternity.’ 
lam resdy to grant, that, were this 
text the only one to be cited for the 
pre-existence of Christ, it would not 
be sufficiently distinct to establish 
that momentous truth. Yet tn ccn- 
hexion with others it certaialy fa- 


be Ruler 


fours that doctrine ; and in Its Jiteral 


construction confirms it, Compare 
with it, for instance, John xvii. 5, 
“Now, O Father, glority thou me 
With thine own self, with the glory 
. teh | had with thee before the 
3" 


*The author comments on the passage 
n 2 ch. xiii. 7; in which the Messial) 1s 
led the * Fellow” of the Lord of hosts. 

eexpression here used does not prove 
ist to be equal to God ; but itis very 


ui "able to one who Is so, and is applied to 
for the word applied to 
197 


but Ciirist ; 
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Mr. Wright, like 
writers, bestowed some pins 
upon the proem to Sc Jolin’s Gos- 
pel, with u view to reconcile it with 


most Uuitarian 


has 


his theory ; andi avery unaccommo- 
dauog passege he hus found u. He 
begins with this “* When 
the writer of a book declares bis de- 
sigoin writing it, if difficult p.ssa- 
ges be found:in the book, they oucht 
to be explained agreeably to bis de- 
clared design. Johu has explicitly 
stated with what view he wrote his 
Gospel (chap. xx. 31 :) ‘ These are 
written, that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God ; 
and that believing ye might have 
liie through his name.’ Agreeably 
to his declared design in writing, 
ought the introduction to his narra- 
tive to be explained. As he wrote 
to establish the important facts, that 
Jesus is the Chr ist, and that eternal 
life is communicated through ‘him, 
what.couid be more natural than for 
him, in the very outset, to. state the 
Divine origin and authority of the 

i; that every thing in Chris- 


» - sie 
reMareK : 


Gospel ; 


and means one be- 
fellow. It is 


m will ye hKea 


is different, 
companion or 


‘To who 


Abraham, 
loved, not a 
said (fsa. xivi. 5 ) 
me and make me e — In this place 
if proves, that Jesus, though a man, was 
Deity, a fellew or 
who is not a 
saine truth 


yel, oy reason of his 


companion of the Father, 


man: andthus it conveys ihe 

which is gathered from Jot i. 1, 14. 
From the other passage cited a similar 
pr of may be collected, that believers, 
though men, are fellows or compsnions to 


Christ, because, though he be God, heis 
man also - but it cannot demonsirate tiem 
to be companions to the Father, because 
he is not aman 

2Q 
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tianity was built upon Divine com- 
munications, and confirmed by Di- 
vine proofs £ This 1 suppose to be 
the design of the first three verses, 
and that the narrative at large is In- 
tended to open and ijlusirate what is 
there briefly expressed.”’ 

The rule of interpretation, laid 
down inthis passage, I acknowledge 
to be very sound, whenever there ts 
any difficulty in the literal construc- 
tion of an author. If that 18 Casy 
and obvious, as well as reconcileable 
with other statements, there is no 
occasion to seek further. Sul, how- 
ever, agree with the author, that 
the design of this procm, like that of 
the whole Gospel, is, that we might 
believe that Jesus isthe Christ the 
Son of God, and that, believing. we 
might have life through his name, 
though [I cannot admit his whole 
gloss upon the passage intended to 
be explained. 

First the comments 
words “ In the beginning.” 
words stand at the commencement of 
the Book of Genesis, as well as at 
the commencement of St. John’s 
Gospel ; and, unless they are re- 
stricted by other words connected 
with them, or by lnsuperable diffh- 
culties in the itself, they 
ought clearly to be understood of the 
same time in both places. Accord. 
ingly they are supposed to 
refer tothe beginning of time, in 
the usual aeceptaltion of the term. 
Mr. Wright, on the other hand, 
arzues, that it cannot be the litera! 
creation, because Si. John was writ- 
ing on the moral creation, as con- 
nected with the mission of Christ. 
Can it be said that Jolin did not write 
on the litera} creation, when the re- 
demption of that creation from the 
effects of sin is the subject of the 
whole Gospe! ? Rom. viii, 21-—23: 
‘The creature itself also shall be 
delivered from the bondage of cor- 
ruption into the glorious fiberty of 
the children of God : for we know, 


upon the 


passatre 


asaally 


that the whole creation groaneth and 
in pain 


travaiieth together until 
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now ; and not only they, but our. 
selves also, which have the first. 
fruits of tie Spirit, even we opr- 
selves groan within ourselves, wait. 
ing for “the adoption, to wit, the re- 
demption of our body.”’ From the 
very wig) when Adam fel, the Almigh. 
ty Was carrying on a pins for the re- 
covery of his lapsed creatures, thro’ 
means at first dimly shadowed in sa. 
crifices and types, afterwards more 
Clearly explained by prophets, and 
at length fulfilled by his Son. Buy 
the plan, thus gradually developed, 
though the execution of it only be- 
gan atthe Fall, had a still earic 
date: “God hath saved us, meer 
ed us with an holy calling, not ac. 
cording to our works, but according 
to bis own purpose and grace, which 
was given us in Christ Jesus, before 
the world began.’”? (2 ‘Tim.i. 8, 9.) 
* Ta hope of eternal life, which God, 
that cannot lie, promised before the 
world began.” (Tit. i, 2.) To in- 
terpret this, therefore, of the begin- 
ning of the creation, is both intelli. 
gible in itself, reconcileable with 
other Scriptures, and suitable to the 
simple absoluteness of the expres: 
sion. But to explainit of the com 
mencement of the Gospel age is 
evidently to impose a more limited 
sense upon the words than their na: 
tural import ;—a sense not required 
by the context, and not found in any 
other part ot Scripture. As to the 
passares cited by the author, none 
them are instances of the simple use 
of the phrase “In the beginning.” 
When itis said, John xv. 27, “ Ye 
have been with me from the begin 
ping,’ the words, “ ye have been 
with me,’’ addressed to the Apos- 
tles, necessarily restricted the mean: 
ing of the words, “ from the begin: 
ning,’ to the be ginning of ow! 
Lord’s public ministry. So in! 
John il. 7. 13, 24, and ii. 1%, t the 
same phrase Is confined by the cot- 
text to the beginning of their having 
heard his “ commandment.” I 
Luke i. 2, it must also mean from 
the commencement of our Lord’ 
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ministry, because before his minis- 
‘ry he had no withesses, nor occa- 
sion for any: and in the first verse 
ofS: Mork’s Gospel it limits itselt to 
the Devine so of the Gospe} ot Jesus 
in i John t. 1, there is no 


Christ 

su be fiidtetion 5 ay there we un- 
Jersiand the phrase as we do here. 
The autho ext cael : 


6s ee gos, tvans'ated HWord, in many 
oluces of Scripture, meatus, what 
God hath been pleased to reveal and 
com —- of his mind and will ; 
the messsues he hath sent to men, 
pecially the gracious message of 
‘ation and eternal life communi- 
cd by his Son Jesus Christ. I 
can ae ime ho reason for departing 
from the usual acceptation of the 
vurd tn Upis place 3 nor 
ug it to mean a person here, any 
more than inother places, in which 
no one haS imagined it to be the 
came ofa person. The Evangelist. 
yy saying, ‘In the beginning was 
‘he Word,’ teaches that Christianity 
id pot origtnate in the wisdom of 
mins was not of human contrivance, 
itcame from God, commenced 
wti Divine communications, was 
nitoduced by a message from 
Heaven.” 

by what method or contrivance 


he author is to make the propost- 
“In the beginning was the 
Sores? mean that Christianity came 


com Heaven, I cannot perceive. It 

ue thut aAsyes often signifies a 
vic spoken, whether by God or 
nan; but that inthis placeit means 
wmething imore than this, that it 
iuaily denotes a person, is coun- 
vaced by the philosophical no- 
;‘hen current, in opposition to 

St. John 1s supposed to be 
‘cas, but demonstrated by the two 


“u3e%, soon after added, “ The 
rore was God,” and * the word was 


© next assertions, that the 


“tial Word was with God (that ts, 
in the continual presence 
"d,) and 


a . . 
“80, are incapahtle 
: 


ssiect, 
himself 
other 


that he was 
of any 
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for suppos- - 
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translation, consistently with the ge- 
nius of the Greck tongue. Nothing 
scems to be better established, in 
that accurate and philosophical lan- 
guige, thap that, whenever two 
nominatives Stand on each side of a 
substantive verb, one of which has 
an article and the other not, the nom- 
inative which has the arucle is the 
subject of the proposition, and must 
therefore come belore the verb in 
English ; while that whichis with- 
out the article is the predicate, of 
position asserted concerning it, and 
must consequently be taken alter 
the verb. The version, * God was 
the Word,” is therelore totally un- 
tenable; and without it the doctrine 
of the essential Deity of the Divine 

Vord Is incapable of Lelng evaded 
Even with it, how the phrase can be 
made to signify that God spake by 
his Son, unless the Werd means the 
Son; or hew the Word is to mean 
the message of God, or Christianity. 
unless Unitarians wii] be content- 
ed to assert that God was the mes- 
sare, of God was Christianity, does 
not appear. 

On the third verse, 


Mr. W. ob- 


serves: *¢ Luvos being in the mas- 
culine gender, the masculine pro- 


noun would of course be used in the 
Greek; but Word, in our language 
being in the neuter gender, the neu- 
ter pronoun?t, is its proper substl- 
tute, and J conceive should be used 
instead of Aim in the translation. 

lowever, the mere personification 
of the Word cannot prove ita real 
person, any more than the personifi- 
cation of wisdom, folly, and charity, 
proves them to be real persons. The 
Greek word translated were made, 
never occurs 1n the New Testament 
in the sense of create. * It means, 
to be, to come, to become, to come 
to pass : also, to be done or trans- 
acted. — 

Ifthe Logos be not a person, ¥ 
erant that the right English pronoun 
iszr,and not Ae. Ifthe Logos be a 
person, Mr. Wright must acknow- 
Jedge nto be Ae, and not i. =6In re- 








“J 
Cx 


« ey 


rard tothe mere import of the verb, 
‘? will concede that it proves nothing 
as to t:e act or work of creation. 
Tire idea, however, cannot be exe 
Clhuded from: th 


¢ verse; which muy 


be thanshoted quite titeratle m these 
a 


Words ° sa Ali titres COs Hio eEX- 
Istence by means of hin; and not 


One tune, ich has existed, Come 


1 ) CXISiC ice Withour or pir ete pene 
deaily et, nim? We use kim for 
the pronoun, clog Convinced that 
the Loyo- is clearly proved to bea 


tne Propoun 


per: Sar ctherv tse 
would bev, Bot whether 7c op he, 
the mc original 
formation ofall things is alike sug- 


gested, and a sentiment ov 


ofthe creation or 
: ake We. 
which can In ho wav bear out the au- 
thor’s unsubstanticted assertion, thot 
& Jonn’s design was to shew that 
every toting in Christiontiv restson 
a Divine Watts, and Is at Divine “uu- 
theo ** Hew can such a sentiment 
be ex.sacted f.0m words which im- 
port, acco ding to the 
construction of them, that every 
thine ip Christianity was done or 
transacted by the message, and that 
without it was not any thing done 
that was done ? 

These remarks may be repeated 
on the tenth verse, where it is said, 
that the world was made by him— 
or more literally, the same verb be- 
ing used as before, the world came 
wnto extstence by means of him— 
which could not be said if he was 
notits Creator. Ourauthor, indeed, 
reasons upon iL in such a manner as 
tO furnish a singular instance of the 
danger of explaining away the force 
of clear ianguage. He is on the 


gulhors own 


Jook-out for any other wavy of render- 
ine the passage than that which is 
most Obvjous. and taxes his ingenui- 
ty to seeit it cannot, to use his own 
exemeniien. ia some fair COonstruc- 
tion receive a different 
tion; and this phantom search, as 
might be exp 
misled him 


Auving rendered ire 
s , 3 ‘ ? vou, 2? 
q wy 4'°¢ , Ge. 4 3 OOP as) trae <a 
JTCeK Words, ne werid was by 
%. 3 ~ 37, ee  »¢ t : 
2 3h}, Ste are O72 * Cas at boy m 3 
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he perceives that these English 
words, owing to the ambiguity of the 
preposition by, may be made to 
inean “the world was near him ; 
and, without recollecting that the 
reek words cannot posstbiy bear 
the same sense, he improves upon 
this discovery, and paraphrases the 
passezre accordingly: * The world 
had opporiunity of heating his doe. 
trines, of seeiny bis mitacies, and of 
judging of bis pretensions. They 
were placed so near him, and jp 
comtact with him, that they might 
have formed a correct Judgement of 
his character, and have secured to 
themseives the benefits he came to 
dispense.”  Whai. then, becomes of 
this truly novel exposition, Wen it is 
discovered that the original phrase 
signifies,not * Phe world was near 
hun,’ but, “& Phe world was. by 
means of him ?’ 
the expression i the third and tenth 
verse IS exactly the Same, except 
that in the one the nominative is re 
In the other, 
Ta meyjac 





>) . ; at} . 
Dut, furiher, 


, - , ’; ee 3 Pass 
savin, “all things ; 
5° 
“the world. 
« , e 2 om A > 
O “ores Cb auijou £ bE 6. 


0 “IT HES. 
Av /oU ey velo. 
Would itnot strike on vw: po eyudiced 
reader, that these two senrences 
Musi import the same truth, and re 
fer to the same subject ; that the re 
lative, which occurs in both, must 
have the same antecedent—' he same 
at least 19 meaning,even if differcot 
in words? Accordingly our trans 
lators have rendered the first pas 
sage, “All things were made by 
him,” namely, the Word ; and the 
second, “ Vhe world was made by 
him.’ noinely, Him who was the 
true Fight that enlighteneth evely 
man coming inte the world. Bat ov 
author 15 oblige d to vary his tape 
euaye totra inslate them differen! 
words and sentiment. and refer thei 
to antecedents altogether incomp2 
ible. According to him, the mean: 
nz of the first is, ‘that all things rele 
ive to the Gospel dis spensation were 
»pointed by oe sam revelation ; 
ihe second, that the ea ecans * 
he virts v2liv corrects and jimlts that 


tw’ 
vv 


+ 
7 
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interpretation, the Jewish people— 
had opportunity ol hearing the Guc- 
trines, seeibg the miracles, and judg- 
ing of the pretensions of Je susCur sl. 
Can any one seriously believe th.t 
S,, John meant iwo such different 
things by the same phrase within 
the space of eight verses £ 

This ground has been so often 
trodden, that I fear wearying the pa- 
tience of yourreaders, 1 will there- 
fore come to the fourteenth verse, of 
which some of them may possibly 
be curious to learn bis exposition. 
“Phe meaning.” heremarks, * cav- 
not be, that the Word was convericd 
into flesh.’ Wrhuy, the author does 
not say s he only adds, Itis impos- 
sible the Word should be made flesh, 
or be 4lesh, itv a strict Jiteral sense : 
such modes of expression can only 
mean that it came by a man 7’-—Itls 
indeed impossible, il be the Logos or 
Word be meant nothing 

revclation. 
not this expression, especially when 
taken ip connexion with the many 
others which have preceded wu, lend 
some countenance to the opinion that 
‘the Word”’ js areal person? * Phe 
W ord Was Cod . seadl things Were 
made by’ the Word; and “ the 
Word was niade flesh.’ 

Icannot but remark, in concln- 
sion ofthis unintentionally iength- 
ened discussion, that such trifling 
with the sacredness of scriptural lan- 
guage is a serious affair. ‘Vo affirm 
that It is Impossibie an inspired 
Apostie could mean so aud so, and 
without more ado to fasten upon hom 
2 meaning which not oniy cannot be 
Immediately gathered from his 
words, but seems contrary to their 
direct and obvious tenor, is a course 
hot very safe in itself, and In its con- 
sequences likely to leadto every de- 
usion. And for what purpose are 
these strained constructions forced 
upon every verse of this preface! One 


testimony out of many tothe Deity 
Christ would indeed be lost tothe 
lrinitarian, if these constructions 
ould be supported ; but what would 


thore than 


) ' 
ei DICSSALC or Bar Coes 
we 
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Nothing, it appears, but the follow 
ing meagre abs wordy intormanon, 
toiuidy upsuitabie .o the simple and 
someWHal Mysterious dignity of lane 
Muuye which pervades this proem to 
St. fJunn’s Govnei :— In ihe com- 
mepcementot the Gospei age Chris- 
liani'y Was Mnrouuced 3” that is, 
Christianity began in the beptnning 
of Coristiantty ;— ‘and the gracious 
messuee., wW hich Ged sent, was ace 
companied With eviden proots of his 
Divine presence, power, ard sanc- 
on > and in making 1: known he 
hath spoken to us by hisSon. From 
the very first this MCssage Was aCe 
companied with divine proofs, which 
shewed itto be the word of God, 
All things, belenging to Christian. 
iy were appotnied by Divine revela- 
on; abd nothing wes placed on the 
This 
word contaimed ihe doctrine of eter- 
hai life. 


ground cl hus an authority. 


Jesus, who teugbtin ¢ 
Sec ryt tro 


Phe world hac an opportune 


peared cpenly asa teacies 
God, 


tv of hearing his doctrines, of seeing 


-- 
~~ 
w? 


bis MIPUucics, and ol pud: 1 Es : 


Tre Cl 6101) Nior foyer “if hae : 8 
i Cnsionus. WhOTEOVE EK, O41 THIS 3b} 
fivinge Gcocthrne Came ane 
, on 
preached by aman . Let the rea. 
*" ryt - ' Q ti¢ 4 ,rr' ’ a bey } 
OFLis Poe ruse the words on \ OD 
eo ; ; 
tats paraphrase is grat COU, the ort 
eiar, or, Whe cannot tead ithe or 
ginol, let him read it even in the 
rate lransia 
on thatever pretended to be literal ; 


and 


’ 
POOrest EGHad Most WelCwV 


’ oaee >. a . ; ‘re 
cecide if it Gocs moet transport 


’ ; Aarti 
him: mtoanertureiv cigerent atmos. 


| ‘ 7 
phere and region. 


— 
Pothe Editor of tie Christian Observe 


PrermiT me, through the mecium 


to offer a few 
Toque ct pre posed 
by your correspondent CONTEMPLA 
TOR, 10 the Christian Observer for 
November, respecting tie extent cf 


the propagation of the Gospel. 


of your publication. 


SEenuments upon a st 


Ev ody 77 oixeutyz. NCe Niatt. x Nv. 
14. Osmsmess bere evidentiy in.plies 
the Roman Lempire. or those coun 
tries which had been broucht inte 
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cer Lewerciian [vey i 
SUOTCC O02 a ¥ 
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such an expression should be vsed 
by the sacred penmen we Cannot 
wonder, since, two hundred years pri- 
orto their time, an ancient hisiorian 
had observed, Pamsiot ey orrya ypovw 
sardey Uf) cavTss emoinrav THY OlMSLEVyY 3 
and it was for this reason, ip all pro- 
bability, that Doddridge in his anno- 
tation, as well as Horne and Ham- 
mond in theirs, conceived itaS mean- 
ing “ tne uabitable world ;” and that 
acceptation vi i, may reconcile what 
appears to us a diversity of senti- 
ment among different commentators 
upon this passage. The Gospel was 
spread through the Roman Empire 
before the destruction of Jerusalem ; 
ior St. P ul, speaking of the filth of 
bis convet ts, said ot: » wisis uaa 
waTeyyearzas ev saw Je xoruw (Rom. i. 


a eh ) 1 . 
GS s)and, AAA Ag My sx nesrey ; 


syand, 
Mevsyve 665 warey THY ny esnAtey 6 
DO 0n,[& CUT AY. Mab Ebg TH Wepara THs 
OCNBMEVNS TH pruarte eyTas, As the 
Anostie moscriped the Epistle from 
woeich T have extracted the above 
quotationste the Christian church at 
Rome, he doubtless, by adopting the 


EXPYESSIONS, sv gAw TH KOTMO—fiS Warny 


Tyy yi, AN cig TM Tie RTe Trs olnovucizc, 
used those terms which others had 


gone Mm speaking or wiiting respect. 


ing the Roman enspire, and wished 
them tobe understood as having a 
reference to that pation and its de- 
vendencies on’, and not to the whole 
extentet the universe. Dr. Lardner 
dDelng of opinion that St. Paul planted 
the church at Colosse, It is natural 
Cc suppose, writing to the Unlos- 
sians, be would use a similar mode 
of expression adopiced in other of his 
Epistles. lience +8 wasevr™ et; UEeots, 
KUSW5 Key tY TA KOTUY (Col. 1. 6 4 and 


~~ 


~ ‘ a ‘ - 
Ts KY LUM Seve EV ETH 33) xMBITEL TH 


yrs Tay Vhotvay (ver, 33.) And this 
phrase is ajyust commentupon what 
is Said by our Saviour to his eleven 
cisciples: Tlepcobevtes cig tov xormey 
AM UVT hy KMHOVEATE Te WayyeAloy Wary TH 
meaning, no doubt, that 


“pecs 
PA bIS Eb e@ 


throuch their exertions the doctrines 
of Christianity should be published 
‘hrougbeut the whole extent of the 


Roman empire. From the testimo. 
ny of the learned respecung the 
diffusion of Christianity, we are jus. 
tified in asserting what has been stat. 
ed by the pious Matthew Henry ; 
“ More or less,” says he, “the Gos. 
pel has been, and will be, preacned 
to every nation.” Christianity being 
established at Jerusalem, its teach. 
ers travelled as far as Phenice, Cy- 
prus, and Antioch, and other parts of 
the then known world. (Hartman 
de Rebus gestis Christianorum sub 
Apostolis, cap. vil. p. 107 ; and Lux 
Evangelii toti Orbi exoriens.—f, 
Albert. Fabric.) 

During the second century the lim. 
itsof the church were considerably 
enlarzed, and the number of converts 
to Christianity was greatly augment- 
ed. Jesus Christ was worshipped as 
God almost throughout the whole 
Lest, and also among the Ger- 
mans, Spaniards, Celts, and Britons. 
Pantzaus, the head of the Alexan- 
drian school, conveyed to the lis ‘ans 
the knowledve of Christ. Pothsus 
setoui irom Asia, In company with 
lrenzus, and laboured in the Chris- 
tian cause with so much success 
among the Gauls, that churches were 
estublished at Lyons and Vienna. 
Eusebius, inthe fourth book of his 
Meclesiastical History, mentions that 
Qvigen, invited from Alexandria by 
an Arabian prince, converted a tribe 
of wandering Arabs to the Christian 
faith ; while the Goths of Mysia 
and Thrace received the Gospel by 
teachers scut from Asia. The con- 
version of Tiridates and his nobiles, 
by Gregory, established the Arme- 
pian church. 

In the history of the seventh cen- 
tury of the church, we find the pro- 
gress of Christianity accelerated, 
both in the castern and western hem- 
ispheres, and its Divine light diffus* 
ed far and wide through the darkened 
nations. The Nestorians who dwelt 
in Syria, Persia, and India, contribut- 
ed much to its propagation in the 
ast, by the zeal and diligence, the 
laborious efforts and indefatigable 
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assidulty with which they preached 
it to those fierce and barbareus na- 
tions, who lived in the remetest bor- 
ders and deserts of Asia. It was by 
the labours of the Nestorians that 
the light of the Gospel first pene. 


trated into ‘he immense emptre of 


China. 

From these remarks, it would ap- 
pear, Christianity bas been preach- 
edthrouzhoult the greater part of the 
oid world, and that those nations who 
worship false deities have apostatiz- 
ed from the simple truths of the 
Gospel: nor can we wonder at this 
change taking place in their reli- 
gion, as they had not the written 
word of God constantly to refresh 


their memories in those things 
which they had been taught. 
. MACKINNON. 


re ee 
To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


As the Prayer of our blessed Lord 
was proposed as a model for our pe- 
titions, a few remarks on its charac- 
teristic excellencies, though not con- 
spicuous for much novelty, may not 
be unacceptable to the readers ofthe 
Christian Observer. 

In the first place, though the Pray- 
eris very short, Consisting of only 
seven brief clauses, it extends tothe 
whole of our actual condition, and 
states the foundation of our future 
hope. It enumerates all our most 
important wants, and implores the 
remedy which is most suited to our 
necessities : neither does it confine 
itself to the simple statement of our 
wants, but urges also the most per- 
suasive motives for their reticf. it 
‘s peculiarly suited to the language 
of petitioners, by representing our 
weakness, sinfulness, and depen- 
dence, and magnifying the excel- 
lence ofour Maker, And lastly, it 
isa prayer, which has this praise 
above all others, that, full, compre- 
hensive, and particular as it is, it is 
yet couched in terms as well adapt- 
ed to the capacities of the most un- 
lettered peasant as of the profound. 
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est scholar; and, while it may thus 
be used within elligence and pre- 
Ed 


is notwithstandlig so Consiructed 
as to be capatie of being uttered 
without hy poc sy Dy others 


t ! i i ~. 


These resmarks wiil be best illus 
trated py a tew obscivations On its 
different cliuses. 

First, then, it ts very remarkable 
thatthis is the earliest prayer ap 2 
record which ever was offers’ o 
the true God under the ti'le of © Gor 
Father.’ The prayers in the O.d 
Testament were chi fly, [ imagine, 
though not exclusively, directed to 
the Son of God; and it was not till 
the Son himself came in the flesh 
that we had permission to address 
ourselvcs Immediately tothe Father. 
*“T leave the world, (sai’ our gra- 
cious Lord,) and go to the wather.” 
‘ Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father 
in my hame, he will give it you 
Witherto have ye asked nothing in 
my name. Ask, and ye shall re- 
ceive, that your joy may be full.” 

But though we are thus permitted 

to aldress ourseives immediately to 
the Father, this very style and title 
prove that we come to him as his 
children. Ifwe have not the spirit 
of children, what right can we have 
to accost him as our Father; for 
these two things are reciprocal and 
concurrent; ‘I will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be my sons 
and duughters, saith the Lord God 
Almighty.” And, that we may not 
be at a loss toknow tor whom these 
promises are intended, we are told 
ofour blessed Saviour, in the firs: 
chapter of St. John, that he gave 
powerto become the sons cf God te 
them which believe on his name 
and by St. Paul, that God sent fort! 
his Son, that we migiit receive the 
adoption of sons; on which he adds 
“ Because ye are sons, God hath sen 
forth the Spirit of his Son into you: 
hearts, crying, Abba, Father.’ 


oO 
It is clear, therefore, that on 
those who have the Snirtt of the Se 
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of God ta their hearts, have a right 
tocry © Aoba, Father.” itis a title 
of relationship, Walch none may use 
woo do not possess ihe relation. 
To call God our Faiber, is to pro- 
fess that we regard bim with the 
affection of children, and are desi- 
reus to obey him as our futher. 
But theugh, with these disposi- 
tions. we are entitled to address him 
asourFaroer, the familiactiy which 
that privilege might laspire ts 


cheched by the addition wich Is 


made toit: “-vAtch art in heaven.’ 


The ende cringe pvitute of the con- 
nexion still remains, but with an 
awful character of custance between 
us; and whie we revard him as our 
reconciied Paetuer in Chris', we are 
taught to remember, that he is tn 
heaven, and We upon earth: there- 
fore should our words be few. 
Accordingly. the fiest address is 
Suitable to tie Sentiment thus in- 
spired : 6 Fladiowed be thy Nume.”’ 
We thus do notobtrude our private 
petitions on the car of the Almrehty, 
before we have expresscd our re- 
yof that Nua.ne 


eard for the senctit 
which we addressin prayer, jive 
are to come with reverence, oS Weil 


as boldness, tothe Throne of Grace, 
and to shew that we come inthe 
spiritof child:en, by the jeaousy 
we manifest for our Pather’s boneur 


Hence also we are directed, be- 
fore we offer any petitions for 
ourselves or others, to suv, © Zihy 
kingdom come. Thy will de done in 
ear ; ae li is 17 he SUCH. } So even. 
est must the discipics ofour Lord be 


for the performance of the Divine 
will, if they would repeat his Prayer 
with sincerity. 

The next two petitions are very 
remarkably placed together. * Grve 
us this day our daily bread 3 And for- 
cive us our ¢trespusses.” Vhe ex- 
pression ‘© thisduy,”? marks that this 
sught to bea daily prayer; and the 
orderof the petitions may sugvest, 
that daily forgiveness IS as necessary 


‘ ‘4 — 
cr us as Gally breaa. 


The expression, “Give us this 
day our daily vread,’’? seems aiso ty 
limply that we sbould 
clude others as well as VUP- elves 
ln our petitions. As children of toe 
universal Father, we pray that he 
will dispense to al! his faniity the 
bread wiich is needful for then and 
Insuchn aimeasure assis Dest “dapte 


le aih to in- 


ed for cacti, as Was ibe Case with the 
manna: vide that gathered muco had 
Hothing over, and he that pachered 
little bad wo lack’’ Neither envy of 
Oihers, nor unsue anxiery for our. 
selves, must have a piace in Uis peti. 
tion: butit must De offercd up in sim. 
piicity and godly sincerity, as toa 
Being woo knows wWiatis best for us, 
and riVves what he secs rood for all. 
The jatter clause proceeds still 
further. = It condition, 
Without which the 1equest contained 
in tt cannot be mude with success: 
“*Poreive us Cur trespasses, as we 
fargive them that tresfiass against 
ws”? Ttis thus that every disciple of 
Christ is reminded of the spirit in 
which be ought to approuch his Ma- 
ker, as often ws he repeats the Pray- 
er of bis Lord and Saviour. He 
even ceciares that he comes In that 
spin. Uniess, therefore, he has 
roully forgiven all that have offended 
him, and that aSbcarily as he would 
Wish to be forgiven himself, he is 
not at liberty toeinploy even these 
few and simple words which cur 
Lord bas left forthe use and imita- 
tion of his disctpies. 
"These two prayers—for daily 
bread, which isthe only term under 
which we are taught to ask for tem. 
poral blessings; and for parcon, 
which ts the toundation of all those 
which are sptrituai—are immediate- 
ly succeeded by two other petitions, 
which complete the enumeration 0 
all the real wants of a Christian: “ad 
lead us not into temptation ; But de 
liver us from evil.” 


asSslons a 


“~Y 


While bread !s 
all that our Lord has instructed us to 
cesire for the body, he has also shew? 


us, that for the soul we have three 
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creat evils to guard against; guilt, 
temptation, and a perverted nature. 
When our trespasses have been for- 
civen, we have still occasion to pray 
seainst temptation, lest we should be 
betrayed anew into the sins which 
have been pardoued ; and, lastly, a 
eainst nat natural proneness to ak 
which is the cause that renders each 
occurrence of life a temptation. We 
pray, therefore, first for forgiveness 
of our past sins ; then from preserva- 

on frown templation, that we may 
not telanse into the sins that have 
been forgiven ; and, lastly, for delive- 
rance irom the power of evil itsell, 
that so we may “eraduails be piac- 
ed beyond the reach of temptaiton. 
These are the three leading objects 
for whech a Christian ought to pragf, 
that so he may first have peace, and 
then make progress, and finally over- 
come: and therefore the formulary 
refers tothe Source from which alone 
all these blessings may be expected 
to flow to the soul of asinner: Jor 
thhne is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen.” 

Short, therefore, as the Prayer of 
our blessed Lord is, it inculcates va- 
rious duties of the greatest magni- 
tude. Phe advancement ef God's 
kinedom, the performance of his will, 
the forgiveness of our netehbours, 
and the resistance of temptation, 
have alla part in it; and they stand 
there with this advantage, that they 
aie Not precepts, but prayers ; anid 
appear there as objects, not of com- 
mand, but of desire. If we do not 
love these duties, we Cannot Say this 
prayer; any more than a cundemned 
slave can peution for his day’s labour, 
" pray for a continuance of the work 

hat Wearies him. 

“Ti is also singularly adapted for a 
daily prayer: for it asks both for dai- 
'y bread and for daily forgiveness, and 
is directed to other important objects a 
which are of daily necesesty 3 ; for as 
very day has its evil and its tempta- 
‘lon, so every day also gives occasion 
Christ, Obsery. No. 197 


for our glorifying God. It may like. 
wise serve for a daiy test of our re- 
lizious progress ; for, as was before 
remarked, while there is nothing in 
it but what the humblest Christian 
May use sincerely, it calis for the 
highest exercise of the highest spi- 
ritual attainments to use it suitably 
May he who taught us the form of 
words, add thereto the power of his 
Spirit, that we may so live suttebly to 
our prayers as to glorily our Father 
Which is in Heaven ! &. Gs 
wn 


‘To the zE Yitor of the Christian Ors: ryvete 


he 


l rake the liberty of conveying tot 
pubiic, through your Magazine, some 
thoughts on a paper in the Monthly 
Mavazine relative to Mr. Bellamy’s 
promised translation of the Hebrew 
Scriptures. When I consider the 
difficulty of such an undertaking, £ 
am inclined to say, * Who is sufi- 
cient for these things ?” and before [ 
could acknowledge a man qualified 
for the task, I would require proofs 
of his possessing advantages not often 
ubited In the same individual. A 
mere critical acquaintance with the 
Hebrew tengue, though indispensa- 
ble to the right performance cf this 
ereatwork, is but one of those extra 
ordinary endowments which should 
be found combined in the tndividual 
who undertakes, witn a rational pros- 
pect of success, to give a New trons- 
lation of the ilebrew ocriptures, Be- 
sidcs a sound judgment and exten- 
sive eruditica, embracing a great va- 
riety of subjects, the translator ofthe 
Sacred Oracles should be free from 
prejudices, and bring to the work a 
mind disposed altogether to receive 
its impressions from the Divine ori- 
ginal,and to sacrifice to its authority 
the most inveterate and the most fa- 
vourite opinions. Indeed, I conceive 
ge no man, who does not consider 
a mistranslation of the Scriptures in 
a moral as well as in a literary point 
of view; who coes not look upon it, 
so far as it is connected with ayoida- 
2 F 
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ble ignorance, or negligence, or pre- 
judice, asin; is fit to undertake a 
version of the holy Scriptures. No 
other man will perform his task un- 
der stich an infuence as is the best 
pledge, supposing competency In 
oiher respects, of correctness and 
fidelity in the translation. If 1 mis- 
transiate Caesar or Livy, my error 
can do no matertal injury to my rea- 
der; butif I give a false sense tothe 
word of God, there is no saying to 


what extent [ may be the author of 


mischief, This consideration, if it 
Shouird pot discourage men trom the 
work. should at least make them con- 
duct it with ** fear and trerabling.” 

I confess myseif one of those who 
cannot subscribe to the judement 
formed by certain eminent persons, 
grote in the above mentioned pa- 
per, as furnishing proof of the neces- 
sity of anew translation of the Old 
Vestamen’. Lda not believe, with 
Docior Blackwell, that “ innumera- 
bie lastances nueht be given of faulty 
transiation of the Divine eriginal 3” 
or, with Dir. Durell, that “the ver- 
sion now if use docs not, a many 
places, exhib the sense of the text, 
and mistakes it besides, than infinite 
number of instances :” nor can | a- 
gree with Professor Symends, when 
he says, * whoever examines our ver- 
sion in present use, Will find that it fs 
ambiveous and incorrect, even 1p 
matiers of the highest importance :” 
siil! fess can I acquiesce inthe trath 
of tue fellowing words; °*ltis well 
kiown, that the most eminent writers 
have been uimtormly of the same 
opinion.” Indeed. the opinions ex- 
pressed by Dr. Newcomb and Dr. 
Warerland are of acomplexion quite 
different fom the others, and merely 
timate, Wout ho competent judge 
will be disposed todeny, that our pre- 
sent transiation is not as perfectas it 
mightbe, and ts therefore susceptible 
of considerable improvement. For 
my own part, [cannot but say,that the 
language quoted from the other cri- 
tics isas mischievous in its tendency 


= 
7 


iMay, 


as itis erroneous in its statemens. 
W hat must a simple man, or even an 
educated man unacquainted with the 
original, suppose to be the value of a 
translation which he 1s told is “faulty” 
in “innumerable instances,” and 
‘ambiguous and incorrect even jn 
matiers of the highest importance ?” 
Such statements are calculated to dj- 
vest that Book, which ninety-nine 
persons out of a hundred must depend 
Upon for instruction respecting the 
way of salvation, of its claim to Dj. 
vine inspiration; and in the sane 
proportion to weaken every appeal ty 
the understandings and consciences 
of men founded on its authority, 
Were the character civen of the 
translation, in the passares produced, 
really true, 1 might perhaps be right 
to Expose its unfounded pictensions: 
but, in my judgment, our translation, 
so far trom being chareeable with 
“innumerable instances of misrepre- 
sentation,’ gererall gives the sense 
of the original; and the better itis 
kbown by every competent critic, the 
more it will be valued. 

When I say this, lam far from in- 
tending to depreciate the labours of 
those learned men, who have from 
tiine to ime been endeavouring to 
improve our common translation, by 
the correction of what may be ero- 
neous, and ihe thlustration of what 
may be obscure cr ambiguous. But 
this may be done without charging 4 
work, full of beauties and excelien- 
cies, with taults which do not belong 
to it; and giving it a character, 
which, if it were deserved, would al- 
most make it a question whether the 
reader might not find as much ofer- 
ror as of truth Ip its pages. 

But jet us consider the merits ol 
the passage in which Mr, Bellamy’s 
great work is announced, and the 
reason we have, from the specimens 
there given of his abilities, to look 
for great improvements in his trans- 
lation of the Old Testament. “ We 
need not inform our theological anc 
bibliographical readers,” obcerves the 
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2uthor, “that, important as are the an- 
( ient books of Divine revelation, they 
jave not been pre esented to the Chris- 
raft WOLiG. SINCE the second century, 
is ept throug «oh the medium of trans- 


i nons made trom other translations. 
7 is believed, for example, that the 
fret authorized English version was 
mie fo the most part from Lu- 
ete toe 


rman translation. which was 
eel mate from the Latin Vul- 
cate. 
The only part of this passage that 
ns our present inquiry, is that 
sto our own translation: 
curious to observe how 
apt we are tO misrepresent things 
when we have any object in view, and 
that, pethaps, upconscicusty., | be 
sentence bexins with faking it for 
groated that every person 
formed on the subject, must know, 
that since the second century lo ver- 
sion of the Old Testament bas been 
givento the world, “except trough 
the medium of translations made 
lations.’ New. that 
his is a position {ar too unqualil 
ed. every one acquainted wiih the 
tas very weil knows; and it has 
een sufficiently shewn by a corres- 
‘ent in your last Number: but 
mt he folowing sentence even the 
if calls it in question, 
says, §§ Jt 7s believed, tor ex- 
mpie, that the first authorized Ene 
ish Version was made, fer the most 
party drom Luther’s German transia- 
ions Which was itself made from the 
vulvate.” This is a singular pas. 
sare, In the counexion in which it 
The intention of the author 
‘stoshew the necessity, or at least 
ne great expediency, of a uew Eng- 
ush translation of the Olid Testa- 
ment, founded upon what he repre- 
ents as the incontrovertible fect, that 
ditne common versions of the Old 
lestament in use since the second 
eitury, are but translations of trans- 
tttons. Now, to have justified his 
macluston, he should have been able 
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from begioning to end, a translation 
of another translaticn. Instead of 
which, we are ivid only, that @ zs be- 
lieved, not 2¢ts known, that the first, 
not the fresen’, authorized Engtish 
Version was made, not allogether, but 
for the most fart, from Luther’s Ger- 
man translation. Now, wiat has this 
to do with the present question? The 
first nanhonaed Enelish Version 
might have had twenty intermediate 
nig between it and the ori- 
cinal, and yel the flresent one might 


have been niad — from 


fe 

v 
‘ 
| 


the original. Bue the author, I sup- 
pose, knew well, tliat, if be had ven- 


tured to pre dicate o! ihe? 
Sa insinuated 
ot the Arsé one, be would have ex. 


resent iny- 
‘ 


Mesh \ erston w bat ne 


nosed his Inorance, or his unfair- 
ness. tile would heve ivand it hard 
to persuade us, that such menas were 
concerned i the translation pow 14 


wee, were bot 48 weitable in transiate 


mmedtately fromthe Hebrew origi- 
raias Slr. Bellamy, or perliaps apy 
‘ hn Ho ii) iSteuce. So lar, then, 
as the nccessny of anew translation 
is to De provea irom this consic’ca- 


tion, the wrater bas Culire ly hulled ii? 
bis argument. 

But supposing the necessity of a 
new transl wee: to be established. | 
the author the specimens proc 
ed in the * iets Magazine” the 
person ht keiy LO pe rform the work to 


the satisfaction of com peters judres: 
Without meaning isrespect to 
the individual in question, 1 cannot 
avoid hesitating on the subject. | 
ain now concerned 
thor of those specimens given in the 
Magazine: specimens taken, it is 
said,atrandom ; but fi 
Pose, by Mr. Beilamy himself, who. 
it may be presumed, retains the ma- 
nuscript, from which the extract 

are derived, in his own hanc 

The ew translation ot the firs 

verse O 
one by ‘be introduction of the word 
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teration. by the introduction of the 
Syriac .erm fYxcagsg and, therefore, 
tam not disposed to quarrel much 
with ourauthor for rendering the pas- 
save as he has done. At the same 
time, | confess I do not see any occa. 
sien for it: novam | sure that it cor- 
responds so well with the fact as our 
present translation. li seems to me 
that the Earth was brought into ex- 
Istence In 4s present shape. and not 


thattne mere substance of lt wis Dro. 


’ 


Wate: iets } ‘ } ; , 
CHUCCG, to merwearas Maoutacd Into 
6))4 e, re / thoy horny iG void,’ 
dil eurs to nre CO aADpiy inthe surface, 
and nui io tie body of the Earth. 
Bus, NOWweEVer, i sty fof disposed tO 
be very ienecious on thts points ob- 


serving oni, that “matertal, ” oF 
Ss st ca LG s P "gue 
Perel. wow id } per VPS Express 


iicga rmtended, meee sag r sub- 


For the alterction in the olan 
vet se Psee no reason nor authority, 
eoy chanire. it should 
c bY PIVIT menvaa paris ip ai sense } 
and perhaps trausjatipg ms literally. 
But fi confess { catihnot see whys 
should be roicered until. 

The thire verse ansong the speci- 
mens is Genesis ijt 22. It is certain- 
Jy avery diffcult one; and our trans- 
Jators, feeline this. rendered the pas- 
save literally, conforming tothe orl- 
ginal that stood hefore them. Mr 
Bellamy . thinking to remove the ob- 
scurity that e: nvelopes it, has, in my 
‘iho nt, departed trom the proper 
meaning cf the Hebrew particle pw; 
and by so doing. whatever he may 
have gained in clearness he has lost 
ta fidelity: not that the passage, as 
rendered by Mr. Bellamy, appears 
tome to convey 2 meaning much 
more clear than that in our common 
translation does. * Vien Jehovah- 
€sod said, Behold. the man was like 
one of us; with knowledge of good 
and evil: and therefore. if he will 
nut forth his hand, and = also of 
iree of Ife, then he shall eat, and 
live for ever’ For my own part, I 


> 
et, 
t (oa 


‘ . 5. tac. ~ olen on aa 
eonicss my inability to Ax any Ssalis- 


efciyY wtern etation cn tris pase 
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sage; and, till something more jg 
done for its elucidation than even Mr. 
Bellamy has done, I feel that I must 
bé content to acknowledge my igno. 
rance of its true meaning, and to take 
the common translation, as being a 
literal version of the original Hebrew, 
—To the expression, “ Jehovah. 
God,’ it would require long habit, | 
think, to be perfectly reconciled. 
The next verse is Genesis vj. 3... 
This verse also is a difficult one ; nor 
can I see what advantage we should 
have by adop'ing the alteration pro. 
posed. ** Then Jehovah said, My 
Spur Shall not always strive with 
men, because of the transgressions 
of b is fesh.” in both versions, fest 
simnittes, IT suppose, the predomi- 
nance of the carnal principle 5 andit 
appears to me, that the common ver- 
sion is more correspondent to the 
ortvinal than the new one. How ar 
swy mi Cab with propriety be renoer- 
ed, * Because of the transgressions of 
his flesh,” is, | confess, more than I 
can ‘sinderstand; for, allow:ng the 
verb naw to be a part of the word ox, 
stili, f think it would be hard to torce 
the rest of the passage into ap ac 
commedation to the preposed ren 
dering. QOurtranslators, I suppose, 
considered the word 3273. as compos 
edof the preposition 3, aid the pro 
noun wx abridged as 1s common into 
vw, aod the particle oa, * Jn that he also 
is flesh” —that is, * since I find him 
altovether governed by a principle 
opposed to my will.” “This appears 
to me to furnish a better reason for 
the determination God Is represent 
ed as adopting, than that which the 
new translation does. Vhis only states 
a common case, and such as might 
€Xistatanytime. The former states 
ab extraordinary state of things: it 
seems to refer to a season of long 
suffering, which had now reached 4 
close, in consequence of the incor. 
rigible character of that generation. 
if I might presume to propose any 
amendment, it would be that of Tem 


dering the particle . by the ¥ ord 


elon a?} ts Tie 


“even,” instead of * also: 
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iseven flesa 2” that is, “ be is Gite 

obedient to the catnal principte.” 
This also corresponds with the sib 
verse, in witch the total anc univer 
sal corruption of that gene? sion is 
co strongly asserted, anc is given as 
3 reason for that proceeding whicn 
God was about to adopt. 

Verse 4. ‘* The apostates were 
on the earth, in those days.’—ls 
exes ever sorendered ? And sup- 
posing it 7 be so, does the word 
« apostate”? Correspond so well witb 
what follows, as the word employ ed 
by our translators ¢ Jiby “ giant.” we 
are to suppose men fitteen or twen- 
ty feet high, I admit that this 
would give a fabulous air to the pas- 
gage ; but if we only understand the 
term «as denoting a_ stature above 
what is Common, attended with a 
degree of muscular energy fitting 
the possessor for deeds of exiraor- 
dinary prowess, we shall ihen only 
have aterm that accounts for what 
follows, when their chiidren are re- 
presented as * mighty men,’ and 
“menofrenown.” Between * apos- 
acy and corporal strength, or in- 
tellectual vigour, as 
gna de I see no connection; but 
there was an affinity between great 
bodily strength and renown, et a time 
when personal exertion had so ipuch 
to do with military pre-eminence. 

The next verse is the 6th.“ Yet 
Jehovah was satisfied that he had 
made man onthe earth, though he 
idolized himself at his heart.”—! 
look upon this alteration to have ari- 
sen entirely from the adoption of a 

principle contradicied by the whole 
fencret Scripture. Jf My. Bellamy 
ls afraid, that, by attributing to God 
certain mental affections productive 
ofa suspension, or a modifications 
orevena change in his plan, he de- 
rovates from his Divine perfections, 
I confess it appears to me that he 
willind it hard to make his views 
correspond with tke plain language 
of Script ure. Is Mr. Bellamy aftaid 
that any legitimate conclusion can 
ve drawn from such passages against 


jeading to 
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the Divine omniscience and immu- 
tabuity £ Such fears are Cestiute 


ol any roud ‘OuUNCEIION ’ anc when. 
ed, they lead. in 


aifenpis, ID rene 


ever they af® Inuule 
miy yudeuie rt. 
dering the original SCrplules, gub- 
versive of a!) just _ iples of Ine 
lerpretation Our transtators were 
BOL OHIY ga dose hoiars, but they 
weve menos scund jedgment, and 
thar squeamishness 
cern transiators feel, 
as it eXIsts, aise 
fulthiul 
mlerpretein yi the word of (sod. 
The vers: sow under consideration 
scems!o me to furnish an example 
f am speaking of. That 
the awful! pidgment about to be in- 
ficted upo. tne human rece should 
prececed by an azsertion 
dissalisfuction with the 
scems Very natu- 


felt none of! 


Which more! 


—e 


ang which, 6 


Qualifies waem from being 


ol tie delec. 


have been 
of (sad’s 
work ol his hands, 
rais butif we are told, that, notwith- 
standing all he saw, ‘ Jehovah was 
made man on 


Cy 


atuisfied ihat he had 
the earth,’ we are surely ill 


ed bor the Calesirapi e that Was pre-e 


prepar 


parlng. and Was so soon to lolow. 


In tact, it seems to me that he prin- 
ciple which ted ir Beliarny to 
change the translation of ihe present 
verse, if fairly foliowed up, would 
make it Necessary to chanpe every 
Ppassave in which God ts represent- 
on anv occasion or em- 
lor every such 


ed as acting 
ergzency Of any sort. 
Instaice has ali the appearance, when 
so refiresenied, as being the result of 
unforeseen contingency. 1 believe 
that neither com3 ner 237 are used In 
the sense attriiuied to them Gy Mr 

Beilainy : and to translate ) although, 
appears to me to be forcing it intoa 
service to which it has been verv lit 

tle accuStomed. 

The next verse 1s the 14th, in 
which Mr. Bellamy gives (to a 
sense, Which certainly belongsto It 
metaphorically, but a sense which, 
it uppears to me, there was litte 
temptation to give i:in the present 
God is eivics Noah di- 
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the form and construction of the ark ; 
and nothing can be more natural 
than the common translation ; and, 
in my judgment, nothing can be more 
unnatural than the proposed altera- 
tion.— there thou shalt expiate 
within and without, by atonement.” 

The next verse is the third of the 
thirty-seventh chapter. ‘ Now Is- 
rae! preferred Joseph, before any of 
his sons, for a successor of the elder- 
ship after him: and he made for 
him a vesture of supplication.” — 
W hat cause of quarrel Mr. Bellamy 
has against the present translation, 
fam at aloss tounderstand. It is 
quite inielligible, and consistent with 
the ortginal, and corresponding to 
the contexi. It relates Jacob’s par- 
tiality for Joseph; it gives a very 
and mentions 
which, 


natural reason for it; 
a feu of iis «affection, 
though it may sow produce 2 smiis, 
was probobiy el taet period a matter 
of some linportonce That the ctl- 
with @reat propricty, be 


inn a the + e- 
r ) 
goed i it 


ren: req accordins <2 our CoOomMMnoen 


“cine: rf eh a rf, ene eae 
VErSlOQli, very plains whether it 
: t i nap Peg a x 
will oeur eS at sIeLIiogc Proposed by Mr. 
Se, "ay, Sep ee ee Bis. ¥¢ 
Bellamy. Pthisk very disputabie, to 


sav the least of ii L hie 
vo themvers of the 


particle 9% 
connects the ts 
passage together, | think, in a dil. 
ferent way fromthat which ihe new 
translation suppeses ; uur, indeed, 
do I believe that it can be iwanslated 
by our Eneiish werd jor, in the 
sense In whith it is here taken. 
Morcover, FT question ifthe verb aar 
has ever the signification lere as- 
signed to it. Tam ata lossto know 
how 02 ?3 can mean “a successor of 
the eldership,” er indeed what the 
office was, or what * vesture of sup- 
riication’ means; or how ospshould 
signify © supplications. Upon the 
whole, therefore, I give to the old 
decided preference 
above the new one. 

The next specimen is 2° Kings vy, 
i8. This alteration, which places 
‘he transaction in the past tense, 1s 
not now proposed tor the first time ; 
hut, by whatever authority 1t may be 
supperted, I siliam = of epinion that 


er 
transjation a 


[May, 


our translators performed their duty, 
as scholars and as men, in rendering 
the passage as they have done—ay 
scholars, by a grammatical adherence 
to the original ; and as men, by not 
allowing themselves to be tempted 
by ;lausible objections todesert the 
straight course of faithful interpre. 
tation. The only reason why any 
one should think of changing the 
translation, is, that the prophet 
seems by what he says to counte. 
nance idolatry. What the precise 
idea was that Elisha’s words Convey- 
ed to the mind of Naaman, I cannot 
pretend to say ; butl see no neces. 
sity for supposing that they were 
intended to signify afiprobation, 
though, under his peculiar circum. 
stances, some allowance might have 
been made for human weakness, 
One thing, however, | think, is plain, 
that Naaman himself made a dis: 
tinclion berween offvring sacrifice, 
and thet act of obeisance to which 
he referred; and would it not bea 
strange thing, that, after declaring 
his resolution under no circumstan- 
ces to offer burnt-offerings to any 
Czod but to Jehovah, be shouid feel 
a particular Compunction on account 
of what, after all, could not be com. 
pared, in point of guilt, with the 
more unequivocal acts of religious 
homage by which we may presume 
he had been accustomed to recog- 
nise the idols of his country ? Noth- 
ing can be much plainer to me, than 
that Naaman, after deciaring his In- 
tention not to offer sacrifice except to 
Jehovah, begs for liberty to shew 
respect to his master, on a certain 
occasion, by dowing in that temple 
that was dedicated tothe idol, when 
he should be called, in his official 
capacity, to be present on solemn 
occasions. Whether he was right 
in doing so, or whether the prophets 
words amounted to an acquiescence 
or jp what sense they should be u- 
derstood, are questions that, howe 
ver their determinations may al 
fect the character of either of the 
speakers, ought not to make aby 
difference in our moce of rendeting 
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a plain passage of Scripture; and a 


very plain passage, | must Say, is 
the one before us. Ihe contrast so 
ointedly marked between offering 
sacrifice, and simply performiag the 
other ceremony—and that ataume 
when it might, as he thought, be 
considered as acivil act rather thana 
religious OMe—Convinces me that 
our translators have given, in the 


common version, a faithful copy of 


the original, which it was their duty 
to represent to the English reader. 
was, D think, is certainly “* when I 
curse.” not ** when I did come.” 

The next verse is Amos iil. 6.— 
{ confess 1am quite surprised that 
this passage should be considered as 
having any difficulty. * Shall there 
be evil-in a city and tHe LorD 
hath not done it?” which Mr. Bel- 
lamy, renders the Lord hath not 
requited it!” The evi here in- 
tended, 1s evidently, trom the con- 
text, the visitations by which a City 
is afflicted, and which people, In- 
stead of oscribing to the immediate 
operation of Gud, suppose to arise 
altogether froma secondary agency. 
The prophet asserts, in opposition to 
all such erroneous opinions, the 
exclusive agency of Jehovah ; and 
in so doing, points out the only 
quarter from which help and delive- 
rance can arise. The proposed al- 
teration gives the Hebrew word avy 
an unnatural sense, and changes the 
whole meaning of the passage. 

To the next alteration (Isaiah ix. 
3.) have nothing particular to say, 
except that 1t seems rather a liberty 
to make a question of the second 
Clause of the first period: “ Last tou 
hot increased the joy ?’’ Supposifig, 
however, that this can be defended, 
there seems to be more uniformity 
inthe passage as it stands in the new, 
than in the old translation. 

Iamnot sure that wayo> will bear 
0 be rendered, as in the next in- 
‘lance, (Prov. xvi. 4,) “to answer 
him.” And I am disposed to think 


our translators have done better in 
‘his case than their correcter 
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In the next instance (! Sam. xvi. 
23,) Mr. Bellamy tas translated the 
Hebrew literally ; but, in doing so, 
he seems +o have deprived the Ene- 
lish rezder ot the sense o7 the pas- 
save, which Is plainly what our trans. 
rersion. 


lators give in the cominu 


The next passace is ls 


‘ 


—The plain obreci tor which the al- 
teration I» proposed, 3s touvoida Sup- 
posed inferehes abccunge the charac 


ter of God as the riiteous Judge. 
But lam not awerc, thai. unless we 
suppose the proceeding in question 
to be Capricious aid u.casunable, 
there is any ground for the objec- 
tionable inference. ‘That our traus- 
lators have truly represented the ori- 
ginal, l am persuaded,and weuid en- 
deavour to prove itat large, vuly that 
I fear to trespass too much on your 
space and the time of your readers. 
But one plain objection to the new 
translation is, the alteration in the 
grammar of the third clause, which 
is certainly the same as that of the 
former ones, and is preserved in the 
common version, “and shut their 
eyes.” 

The next specimen is | Sam. xix. 
24: % Then he took off his sarment, 
and prophesied also the same, before 
the face of Samuel, but he supplicat- 
ed artfully, all that day and ail that 
night.” And here again I am con- 
strained to say that our translators 
have becn more successful in giving 
the sense of the original than Mr. 
Bellamy. 5p: does not, I believe, in 
its simple form, ever denote ‘to 
supplicate ;"° und there is a plain 
connection between the word oy, in 
the second clause, and the act of 
Saul’s taking off his clothes, in the 
first; which of itself seems a suffi- 
cient objection to the alteration pro- 
posed. 

In the next Specimen, } Sam. it. 
25, the particle >is made to speak a 
language to which itis not accustom- 
ed; and that, evidently, to avoid 
supposed difficulty. Does Mr. Bei- 
lamy imagine that he can obliterate 
fromthe sacre’ pages all allusion » 
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that kind on account of which the 
present al.eration ts proposed? Mr, 
Be:lamy is afraid of making God the 
author of sin, and his jealousy op this 
head is jaudabie 3 bot it should never 
temp: Lim to turn aside from the 
plain p th of a tre:slator, which 1s, 
to give a taiintulrepresentation of his 
original. fa the present instance, 
‘the sin of the young men was very 
great before the Lorpb’”’ (ver. 17); > 
and God had determined to make 
them an example ; and he would do 
it in that way that would most effec- 
tually promote his designs in doing 
it, 

Though I do not deny that there 
isin the next specimen (Jer. 1v. 10,) 


some cifficulty, as the tronsiation 
stancs at pt 


esent, Lam nevertheless 
inclined to think that ou translators 
have faithfully represented the orig! 

nal; and thus is better than to re- 
move a penny at the expense of 
gremimaticaiadeitty. snrxy connot, I 
believe. be rendered * tur Sayin 5” 
and. if i: Cannot, founds:ien et 
the in.provement teils, with If, 
all that rests Upon it; and we must 
have recourse to some other method, 
be it what it may, of solving the dif- 
ficulty. But thisis rather the busi- 
ness of the com nentator ; to whem 
I shall at present leave it. 

The next passage, Jeremiah xx. 7, 
does not require any Change, In my 
opinion, to render it: consistent wita 
other passeges of Scripture; and | 
must confess myseif still disposed to 
abide hy the old translation. 

Upon the whole, it appears to me, 
tha. if these instances may be con- 
sicered imers of ihe pro- 
jec.ed bew translation, we —— not 
be aby great yainers by opting it 
in the place of our oldone. But let 
me not be supposed to wish to dis- 
courage the jabours of Mr. Bellamy, 
or of any one eise, who, acknowledg- 
ing the great excellence of our pres- 
ent transiation,and modestly propos- 
ing tu usc avy advantages which time 
have furnished, may employ 
lf in the removal of real diffi- 
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culties and in the illustration of rea} 
obscuriiies. This 1s a work which 
cannot be too much comniended ang 
encouraged ; but it requires to be 
managed by a delicate. us well asa 
dextrous hand; nor can any thing be 
more unfavourable to the successfy! 
prosecution of such a work, than the 
previous adoption of a scheme, how. 
ever plausible, which ts to serve for 
a guide in our interpretation of the 
word of God: and,I confess, when J 
find that Mr. Bellamy is to produce 
a translation irom which angels are 
tobe excluded, and in which events 
that have been thought miraculoys 
are to be reduced to ordinary occur. 
rences, 1 am quite at a joss to under. 
stand how it ts to reflect to the mind 
of the English reader a faithful pic- 
ture of that Hebrew volume, in which 
j have been accustomed to trace the 
ministry of those angels, and tore- 
cognise the existence of those mira 
cles, which, it seems, are only to be 
found in the erroneous text of the 
several versions. T. K. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


You have at different times given 
Iu your work various State Prayers 
Perhaps you would be kind enough 
to insert the toilowiny Prayer tor the 
East India Company, composed in 
the year 1698. and which received 
the approval of the Archbishop of 
Canteroury and the Bishop of Lot: 
don. I believe it is still in use at al 
the Presidencies. 


Prayer for the Honourable and 

nited Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the East In 
dies. To be used in their Facto 
ries abroad. 

* O Almighty and most mercifil 
Lord God! thou art the Sovereigs 
Preserver of all that trust in thee 
and the Author of all spiritual and 
temporal blessings: let thy grace 


we inost humbly beseech thee, be al: 
Ways present with thy servants, the 
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united Company of Merchants of 
England wading to the Past Indies. 
Compass them with thy power, as 
with a shield; prosper them tn all 
their public undertakings, and make 
them successful in all their affairs 
both by sea and land, Grant that they 
may prove # common blessing, by 
the increase of honour, wealth, and 
power to our native country. Give to 
us, and all thy servants whom thy 
providence has pluced in the remote 
parts of the world, grace to discharge 
our several duties with piety towards 
thee our God, loyalty to our king, 
fidelity and diligence towards those 
by whom we are employed, kindness 
znd love towards one another, and 
sincere Charity towards all men ; that 
we, adorning the Gospel of cur Lord 
and Savfour in all things, these In- 
dian nations among whom we dwell, 
behuiding our good works, may be 
won over thereby to love our most 
holy retigion, and glorify thee our 
father which art in heaven. 

“All this we bee for the sake of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ: to whom, 
with Thee and the blessed Spirit, be 
ascribed all honour, praise, and do- 
ninion, boch now and for ever more. 
Amen.” 

“Wedo conceive this prayer may 
be very proper to be used for the 
purpose expressed in the tide otf 
it, and do approve of it accord- 
ingly. 

Zho. Cantuar. 

Dec, 2, 1698. H, London,’ 


Vhile I am on this subject, you 
will, perhaps, allow me to add the 
following interesting speech of the 
celebrated Mr. Franklin, who cer- 
_ cannot be accused of too much 

egard to religious observances. It 
vas delivered to the American Con- 
vention. 


“Mr. President 
The small progress we have 
made "5 after four or five weeks’ close 
"endance and ——— reasonine 
Shriet, Obsery. No, 197 














with each other, our different senti- 
ments on uliost every question, se- 
veral of the last producing as many 
noes aS ayes, is Methinks a melan- 
choly proof of the imperfection of 
the humen understanding. We in- 
deed seem to fce/ our wantof political 
wisdom, since we bave been running 
all about in search of i. We have 
gone back toancicnt history for mo- 
dels of government, and examined 
the differeat forms of those republics 
which, having been originally formed 
with the seeds of their own dissolu. 
tion, how no longer hench and we 
have viewed modern states all round 
Europe, but find none of oe constl- 
tutions sultabie to our circumstances, 
‘In this situation of this asseri 
bly, groping as it were In the darkto 
find poliudcal truth, and scarcely able 
to distinguish it when presented to 
us, how has it happened, sir, that we 
have not hitherto once thought of 
humbly applying to the Father of 
Lights to tiiuminate our understand- 
ings'—Inthe bevinning of the contest 
with Britain, when we were sensibie 
of danger, we had daily prayers in 
this room tor the Divine protection ! 
Qur prayers, sir, were heard ;—snd 









































they were graciously answered. All 
of us, who were engayed Inthe strug- 
gle, must have observed frequent 
instances of a superintendinge Provi- 
dence in our favour. “To that kind 
Providence we owe tl vis happy appar 


tunity of consulting in peace on the 
means ol eit lala our future na- 
tional felicity. And bave we now 


forgotten ihat powertul Fricud ? Or 
do we imagine Wwe no longer need iis 
assistance ? I have lived, sir, a long 
time; and the longer [ live, the more 
convincing proofs | see of this truth, 
that God governs in the uffairs of men! 
And if a sparrow canner fall to the 
ground without his novice, is lt pro- 
bable that an empire cen rise wiihe 
out his aid '—We have bec assured, 
sir, in the sacred writings, that “ex. 
cept the Lord build the house, they 
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believe this; and J also believe, that 
Without ois concurring aid, we shall 
succeed in this political building no 
better than the builders of Babel: 
we shall be divided by our httle, par- 
tial, Jocal interests ; our projects will 
be confounded; and we ourselves 
shal! become a reproach and a bye- 
word down to future ages. And what 
is worse, mankind may hereafter, 
from this tunfortupate lnstance, des- 
pair of establishing government by 
human wisdom, and leave it to chance, 
war, and conquest. I therefore beg 
leave to move, 

“ That hencelorth prayers, implor- 
ing the assistance of Heaven, and its 
blessing on our deliberations, be held 
in this assembly every moroipg be- 
fore we proceed to business; and 
“ivi one or more of the clergy of 
ihis city be requested to officiate in 
that service.” 

Dr. Franklin adds, in a note to his 
Letters just prbiished, that ‘ ¢he 
Convention, except three or four fiers 
sons, thought prayers unnecessary !”’ 

Cc. W. 
—_—n 

To the Editer» 
THEre wis a time, when the great 
champion of the Chuich of England, 
I mean Hooker, charged bis oppo- 
nents with undervaluing the limpor- 
tance of reading the holy Scriptures. 
“he case jis now altered ; and our 
Disseaune brethren, together with 
such members of our church as sub- 
scribe to the Bible Society, are not 
unfrequentiy blamed for magnifying 
the utility of circulating the sacred 
recor’s. TT coubt, bowever, whether 
language more positive than that of 
Hooker has been adopted by them on 
this subrect. “ Wheretore (says he) 
should ary man think but that read- 
ing itseif is one of the ordinary means 
whereby it pleaseth God of his gra- 
cious goodness to instil that celestial 
verity, which, being but so receiv- 
ed, is nevertheless effectual to save 
souls 7? = With whom ordinary 
means will prevail, surely the power 
of the word of God, even without 


the Cheisliin Observer. 


Hooker & Warburton on reading the S S.——Bamiy Seruions. 
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the help of interpreters in God’s 
church, worketh mightily, not unto 
their confirmation alone which are 
converted, but also to their conver. 
sion which are not.”—* Did we ever 
hear it accounted for a wonder, that 
he which doth read should believe, 
and live according to the will of Al. 
mighty God ?”—* Of things neces. 
sary to all men’s salvation, we have 
been hitherto accustomed to hold (es. 
pecially sithence the publishing ot the 
Gospel “Jesus Christ, whereby the 
simplest, having now a key unto 
knowledye which the Eunuch in the 
Acts did want, our children miy o! 
themselves, by reading, understand 
that which he without an interpreter 
could not), they are in Scripture plain 
and easy io be understood.’ Scrip- 
ture Is not so hard, but that the only 
reading thereof m»y give life to will: 
ling hearers.”’—** Surely, if we per- 
ish, it is not the lack of scribes and 
learned expounders that can be our 
just excuse. Thé word which saveth 
our souls is near us; we need for 
knowledge but to read and live.” 

The passages occur in sect. 22 of 
bock V. of the Eccles. Polity, where 
the author is detending our custom 
of publicly reading the word of God 
without note or comment. 

To the testimony of Hooker on the 
efficacy of reading the holy Scrip- 
tures, you will perhaps allow me tc 
add that of Bishop Warburton : 
* Take a plain man (says he) with 
an honest heart ; give him his Bible. 
and make him conversant in it, 
and I will engage for him, he will 
never be at a Joss to know how to act 
agrecably to his duty in every cit 
cumsiance of life.” 

JOHANNENSIS. 


Sete keel 


FAMILY SERMONS.—No. CXIII. 
Ephes. iv. 30.—Grieve not the Holi 

Spirit of God, by whom ye are seal- 

ed unto the day of redemption. 
As, under the Old Testament dispen- 
Sation, the great promise to which 
the faithful Israelite was tavg)! 
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‘0 look, was the coming of the Mes- 
sialt ; $0, 8 under the New, the coming 
of the Holy Spirit was predicted, for 
the teaching, and comforting, and 
sanctifying of the Christian. Our 
Lord expressly consoled his disci- 
ples with the argument that it was 
expedient he should go away; for 
that if he went not away the Holy 
Spirit would not come; but that, if 
he went away, be would send him 
unto them. So effectually did he ful- 
Gi tbis promise, that we find on the 
day 0! P. ‘ntecost this blessed Spirit 
descending in his powerful influences 
ypon the assembly of the faithful, 
ier. 1g them not only to speak with 
new tongues but greatly animating 
and comforting their hearts ; so that 
many,ewero bad hitherto been the 
most icarful and unbelieving, be- 
came from that moment resolute and 
courageous 1M the cause of their Re- 
deemer, and even submitted to mar- 
tyrdom rather than forsake their Lord. 
The Holy Spirit, though less epen- 
ly and miraculously, yet not less 
really, still descends upon the Chris- 
tian in the present day, instructing 
him when he is ignorant, guiding him 
when be is ready to wander, support- 
ing him when weuk, sanctifying him 
when encompassed by the sintul in- 
firmities of his fallen nature, and con- 
soling tim amidst the troubles and 
perturbations of the world. tHe does 
not, however, find the heart natural- 
ly prepared for the reception of so 
exalted a guest. Sin too often sepa- 
rates between the Almighty and the 
human soul. His Divine influences 
are coldly received or deliberately 
counieracted; and,he in consequence, 
becomes grieved at the hardness of 
ur hearts. Surely we should not so 
oiten suffer this unhappy effect to take 
place, if we duiy considered the in- 
finite importance of the influences of 
this Divine Avent; ‘* without whom 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy ;’ 
Without whom we cannot be delivered 
from error, or guided into truth ; 
und who alone can sanctify us, or 
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saints in light. Humbly looking, 
then, to Him for his gracious in- 
fluences and assistance rigiily io 
consider and duly to practise a duty 
so immediately relating to cur con- 
duct towards himself, let us view, 

I. The exhortation in the text ; 

II. The motives on which it is 
grounded. 

First, We are to view the ex- 
hortation itself; Grieve notthe Holy 
Spirit of God.—The meaning of the 
appellation here employed appears 
Sufliciently obvious, By “the Holy 
Spirit of God” we are evidently to 
understand the Third Person in the 
sacred and undivided Trintry ; equal 
with the Father andthe Son, and ex- 
ering upon mankind his peculiar 
offices ofa Teacher, a Sanctifier, and 
a Comforter. 

To speak of grieving this Divine 
Person is, however, an expression of 
somewhat more difficulty, and may 
seem to reguire further cousidera- 
tion. To suppose God capable of 
grief,or any other human passion, 
would be platnly incons stent with bis 
pulure. The expressiod, therefure, 
is one of accommuodcation to cur wexk- 
ness and ignoranee. The EHoiy Spirit 
is sald to be grieved when we uct to 
wards him ta sucha manneras, com-« 
paring earthly things wiih beaverly, 
wouid be likely to grieve an endear. 
ed and exalted friend; or when he 
exhibits towards us, 1p return, such 
symptoms of displeasure us would, 
in the cuse of a feliow-creature, be 
considered as evidences of his beings 
grieved at ourconduct. The Scrip- 
tures, being accustomed lo represent 
God as the Father and the Friend of 
his people, frequently employ such: 
expressions to point out his feeling: 
towards them, whether of anger of 
of complacency, as would be most 
correspondent to the idea cf such a 
heavenly relationship. Vo grieve 
the Divine Spirit evidently intimates 
more than the mere counteractioi 
of his influences on the part of an 
unconverted and wicked man. T/zs 
is to rebel against him, to resist him 





and to do despite to him. But to 
geleve bim seems to Intimate, that 
the Was avainst light and know- 

asin olineratitude as wellas 
celved 
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of Fatty au sth acainst erace re 
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and mercy 


proffered, as well as 


. hed . y 
arapnst the aignity ac hoiness ot 


We resist 


and provoke an enemy; but we can 


the supreme Laweiver. 


grieve none but a friend, or one who 
wishes well to us; one who aihde 
our misconduct while he feels dis- 
picasure at cur offence. 

flow, then, it may he 
the Christian be said to violate the 
exbortaiion inthe text! In what wav 
dees he grieve the Spirit of God? 
To tats it may be replied, that every 
sin, every act, or thought, or word 
McConsistent with his he lv profession, 
Hic is ** called to be 
and his privilese, 


ached. mar 
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has this effect. 
a saint: )” his cuts 
therclore, is the cultivation of every 
thing that ts pure and heavenly. He 
Houtteriy to forsake and abhor every 
evil way, and to aspire afier whatso- 
rand report, He 
and penitence, 
spiritual-mind- 
heaven : 
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gious habits must have often fej; 
in his own case how greatly any of 
these sins erlieve s the Holy Spi rit, 
For what sare the dcadness of soy). 
the want of satisfaction in religion, 
the conscious wuiltand remorse that 
arise in the heart of the Christian 
upon the commission of sin, byt 

rorks of the displeasure of the Holy 


Opieit, who employs these means 
among others to punish our wander. 
ines, and to bring us back to the 


ny 

right path ? _ shews his displea. 
apainst sin by withdrawing the 
Hip ht of _ hint, and leaving 
the sinner, wt least for a time, to the 
effects of + own waytwardness and 
folly. Cautle takes possession of the 
inivd ; prayer is no longer a willing 
and hopeful expression of the wants 
and wishes of the heart to a recon- 
ciled as well as Almighty Friend; 
and what was ouce a way of pleasant- 
ness and path of peace, is now beset 
with thorns and briars, which the 
hand of the transeressor himself has 
planted. he hope and joy which 
le once possessed have vanished ; the 
promises of God appear no longer 
in his behalf; while his threatenings 

e impending over him, and destruc: 
tion secms to be his portion. Hels 
bowed down and dismayed, while He, 
can alone ce- 
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proishment due to his transgressions, 
“ Fle, that being pera reproved, bar- 
ceneth his nec ‘s shali suddenly per: 
without remedy.” 

Without. however, advertmg [0 
the mumerous ways 
may grieve the Holy 
even touching upon all of 
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mentions, It may not be improper to 
remark, that the Holy Spirit may be 
srieved by counteracting his influ- 
needs under any of the characters 
which he is pleased to bear towards 
men. Is he, for example, a Teacher 
and Enlightener ? We grieve him 
when we resist the truth of God’s 
ii when we submit willingly to 
jonorance Or error in religion ; or 
when we fail to examine duly into 
the great topics which constitute the 
ae of his ig egg What 
numercns benefits has afforded 


is; Wout Opportunities of religious 
infrmation! We have received 


line upoo ine and precept upon pre. 
cept: we have had, perh ApS, the ad- 
yanuees of a relictous education, the 
reading “of the gi gn Sy with all 
the other public end private means 
cigrace. Must not, ae. the Die 
vine ai tested of these blessings be 
greatly grieved, if we sull continue 
rorabt or thoughtless or inatten. 
tive respecting our eternal welfare ? 
Is there net abundant cause for his 
displeasure, if, after so much done 
er ee ee ee 
i is he a Comforter? We 
sricve bim, w be en, tnstead of cheer- 
ily submit to the Divine ap- 
ntments, we aa ct his holy con- 
i evidence a rebellious 
ov discontented spirit. We grieve 
him when, by reason of sloon iy tem- 
pers and conduct, we bring an evil 
hime upon reltgoton. If those conso- 
lations be waniing to as which it is 
iS office to bestow, the unhappy ef- 
fect must be traced to ovr own un. 
holin iess or luconsistency Oi conduct; 
mid therefore, must necessarily 
grleve Him, whose characier of 
——- is thus revdered unavail- 
f repose of our souls. 
Thus aiso he is grieved through the 
ures that fall upon the Gospel 
ell by means of the unha; ppy or un- 
wmiable character of some of its pro. 
essed adherents. But chiefly is he 
steved by the resistance made to 
am in his highly important office of 
éSanctifier. It is here that he is 


“9st opposed and thwarted in his 
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gracious influences for the benefit of 
our souls. Our inherent, our abid- 
ing corruptions, and too often per- 

haps our wilful and cherished sins, 

check his benign and salutary opera- 
tions. Not a day or hour passes by, 
in which some unhallowed thought 
or word or action does net occur, to 
evince our proneness to grieve the 
Holy Spirit. 

Having thus considered the exhor- 
tation inthe text, we Come, SECOND- 
LY, to touch upon the motives on 
which itis grounded. 

The passage itself furnishes us 
vith one or two considerations which 
may justly be viewed as very power- 
ful dissuasives from the sin of griev- 
ing the Holy Spirtt of God. The 
very appellation itself, is a forcible 
arcument. “Phe charecter given to 
this Divine Person, as a Spirit,” 
and as “holy,” might well deter us 
from those <on which we know to 
be offensive in his sieht. He is of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity ; 
iow then shall the transgressor es- 
the Divinity 


cape unpunished’ But 
of his nature, implied iv the phrase 


ypirit Of God,” isa still more 
whom we 
offend and ericve is not a created 
being, like ourseives; one whom we 
cab deceive cor tatinitdsie or over- 


earvenssntael wis Gt). ~ Ses _ha 
Howe PiUds CISs' iSIVe: ior ne 


come: Hels the High and Holy 
rods he has infune power to punish, 
ug well as Infinite mercy to save; 


? 
mtothe 


and in proporti exultation ot 


erhin Py oppose him ceilberately 
and systematically 1s the greatest of 
all offences. Our Lore bimself said 
ow AC manner of Sib and blasphemy 


stiall be iOreiven unto men ; hot 
whosoever speaketh against the Holy 
Ghosi, it shall not be lorgiven him, 
neither in this world, nor in the 
world to come.” 

But the motive more directly 
ged is an appeal to our gra gu and 
personal mnierest: “By him ye are 
sealed unto the day of rede mption a 
Such ts our obligation to him; He ts 
not un unconcerned or inactive spec 
tator of our spiriiual condition ; bu: 
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en the contrary, effectually operates 
im our hearts, by his sacred influen- 
ces scaiing us for his own and quall- 
fying us for the heavenly possession. 

The expression “to seal’? appears 
capable of different significations ; 
but it would seem chiefly to imply, 
that by means of the Holy Spirit dii- 
fusing his graces tn our hearts, con- 
Vertthg Us from our sins, leading us 
by faith to a Redeemer for salvation, 
and assisting us in all the excellent 
fruits ef a holy obedience, we are 
Taarked out, or set apart, and stamp- 
ed as it were with a seai, to specify 
eur character. Sanctification of heart 
and life is the best «nd stronzest test 
of our state before God. Where it 
exists, It is the pledge of future glo- 
ry. © AS menv us are led by the 
Ht of God, they are the sons of 
Tous, by tie sanctifying 
tlt in the heart 
we become marked out as the fuck 
ef the Great Shepherd: we are no 
fonger oui own, but, beine bought 
with the price of the blood of Christ, 
we are bound in duty, and invited as 
our privilere, to devole ourselves as 
the willing servants of Him who 
foved us and gave himself for us.-— 
Thus living and dying, our redemp- 


operation of the 5 
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tion is secure , we are sealed for jt. 
and at length, when the body is at the 
last day redeemed from the graye 
both body and soul shall be re-unites 
in heaven. That will indeed be ing 
conspicuous manner the day of fe, 
demption ; and to that are we sealed 
by the sacred stamp of characte 
given unto us by the sanctifying in. 
fluence of the Holy Ghost. 

Such appears to be the Apostle’; 
argument. Our sibs committed un. 
der such circumstances puriake of 
the character of the blackest ingrati- 
tude: they grieve our best and mog 
exalted Benefactor, against whom 
they are most immediately directed, 
Let us, then, by every tie of love and 
gratitude, by every motive of hope 
and fear, by every merciful promise 
and every warning threatening of 
the Divine word, be persuaded to 
such a holy and consistent frame of 
soul, and such a heavenly line of con. 
duct, a8 may not repel or grieve or 
guench the Spirit, but, on the contra 
ry, tuvite his blessed influences, and 
bring down upon us all. the gracious 
effects of instruction and consolation 
wnd sanctification which it is his ot 
fice to impart. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


To the Filitor of che Cliistivn Observer, 
Asout two years ago [ transmitted 
‘oO you a commentary on Rom. 1. 
}—7, the production of one of your 
earliest and ablest supporters and 
most frequent correspondents, now 
po more, which you were so rood as 
to insert, (vol. for 1216, p. 204.) A 
great many outlines or fragments of 
papers, the work of the same lamen- 
ted friend, which were intended to 
appear in due time in the pages of 
your miscellany, have since come 
into my hands. It would be doing 


injustice to his conceptions, as well 
a5 acting unfairly towards your read- 
ers, were I to attempt to fill up his 


sketches, or to add a single line to 
what he has left unfinished, I send 
them to you in the state in which 
they weic found when this excel 
lent man was called to exchange his 
labours on earth for the glories of 
heaven. There is, to me, something 
awful in the abruptness with which 
many of these picces are broken of. 
Thus abruptly do most of our earthly 
schemes terminate. Happy those 


who, when arrested in the midst Ne 


them, are found thus devising and 


executing plans for diffusing virtue | 


and happiness in the world! Alas: 
how different are the circumstance 
in which multitudes are summere- 
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to appear before their Judge ! May 
all who read these lines be duly af- 
fected by this consideration | 
One of my reasons for sending 
ou these embryo papers is, that 
they may possibly suggest usefui to- 
pies ofremark or discussion to some 
of your correspondents. There are 
some men Whose great difficulty in 
writing is to find suitable subjects en 
which to write. To them, the hints 
conveyed by the fragments now sent 
you may be of use. And certainly 
there ure many of them which de- 
serve to be taken up and fellowed 
out by your ablest correspondents. 
M. 


POSTHUMOUS FRAGMENTS, ADDRESS- 
ED TO THE EDITOR OF THE 
CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 


1, On the Use of Influence. 


There are many persons in this 
country, who, possessing influence 
and wealth, unquestionably perform 
an important service by endeavouring 
to raise from obscurity individuals 
who are endowed with peculiar gifts 
ofnature, and are qualified for the 
higher stations of life. Who, for 
example, does net respect the cha- 
racter of those who befriended a 
Johnson or a Beattie in their early 


/youth; who foresaw the virtue and 


genius which they would display, 
and became their patrons at a period 
when there was little honour in 
having a name associated with theirs / 

Itis one of the glories of Creat 
Britain, that the path of preferment 
lsopen to all, Very different in this 
tespect is the condition of many 
other countries. In our own West 
Indies, there is a line of demarcation 
between the freeman and the slave, 
Which the slave can never pass. In 
Russia, the peasant is doomed to a 
Condition, not undoubtedly so low as 
the West Indian slave, but equally 
lopeless. In many European coun- 


tries, the prejudices in favour of no- 
bility effectually restrain the compe- 
ition of the middling and lower 
classes ; and in the East Indies. the 


institution of cast creates an insur- 
mountable boundary. They who 
promote the elevation of men of ge- 
nius in this country, follow up, there- 
fore, the very principles of our con- 
stitution, and are instrumental in 
turning the talents of tie kinedom 
tothe besiaccount. 

There is, however, a measured 
and humbler hind of patronage, 
which is properin the case of the 
more moderate devree of endow- 
ment; but, above ali, there is « debt 
due to religious and moral excel- 
jency, which ought never to be tor- 
rot. ‘To enceavcurto exalt tiose 
persons into influence 
who are likely to empley toat influ- 
ence in promoting both the honour 
of God andthe good of man, is one 
of the clearest duties of religion. It 
is true that care should be ianca not 
to place pious men, possessing mo- 
derate talents, in situations to which 
they are unequal; and that high 
emoluments are not perhaps tiie 
best reward for piety. To give, 
however, to those who are evidenty 
bent on doing good, more enlarged 
means of doing it, isat once the tru- 
est policy, and the best and most ac- 
ceptable recompense for their past 
services. 

I have offered these remarks, 
partly because [wish to secure my- 
self against being misunderstood in 
some observations Which I shal] pro- 
ceed toadd, on the subject of a bad 
species of frotegee-shifi which, as § 
apprehend, very much prevails in 
this country. 

I believe, Mr. Fditor, that there 
hardly ever occurs an election to any 
vacant office in any of the public in- 
stituuons or charities of this king- 
dom, for which there are not nume- 
rous Competitors ; and that there is 
seldom a competitor who is not sup. 
plied with abundant testimonials ot 
his sufficiency forthe office, and is 
not supported by friends who take a 
most lively interest 1n hissuccess, | 
was lately struck bya little circum 
stance, the relation of which may 
stand inthe place ofalone arermen: 
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on this subject. An acquaintance of 
mine brought me about half a hun- 
dred printed letters certifying the 
merits ofa Candidate for an office 
under a pubiic institution, which [ 
will notname,in terms the most un- 
measured, and requested me to sign 
and address a few dozens of them 
to any iudividuals I could influence. 
(© Pray, sir,’ said I, * do you per- 
fectly know this candidate whom 

ou recommend ?” © He is known,” 
said my friend, who, by the way, is 
Aman intrade, “to a person with 
whom I am somewhat connected in 
business.” ‘And what does he 
know othim?” * Oh! [believe he 
knows him very well,’ was the an- 
swer. * Do you know any thing of 
the other candidates for the same 
office ?” “J cannot say that I do, 
but I believe that one of them has a 
strong interest.’ ** Do you know 
his merits £”’ “ Why, sir, his friends 
speak well of him; but I dare say 
not better than my friend would 
speak of the geentlernan whom I re- 
commend to you.” ‘ Do you know 
any thing of the merits of the third 
candidate ?” ‘ I have heard that he 
is a man with a large family.” “Is 
he fit for the office?” ** should be 
sorry to say any thing against him in 
that respect: I dare say he is.” ‘* Can 
you speak tathe comparative quall- 
fications of the three candidates ?”’ 
‘+ No indeed I cannot.” * * * * * * 


2. On Punctuality. 

The ancients admitted both gods 
and demigods into their theology ; 
and it may be doubted whether some 
of theirinferior deities might not be 
nearly as respectable as the higher 
order of their divinities; whether 
Hercules, for example, was notalmost 
asformidabie as Mars,and Orpheus 
as musical as Apollo. May I venture 
to remark, thal morality also has 


both its virtues and iissemi.viriues; 


and that sonie of these semi-vir.ues, 
those Dil minofum gecutium, are, in 
mv opinion, entitied to hold up their 


heads almost as high as seme of the 
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Dii majores of the moralists, Pe. 
mit me to devote the present pape, 
tothe celebration of a semi-virty, 
which | conceive to be muck undey. 
raied ; | mean, that of pu NCTUALITy 

It will probably be assumed, tz: 
the writer is some dull old man. 
wearing acocked hat, a wig of an. 
clentcut. * * * 

1 assure you, sir, I am no sy) 
thing. * * * 


8. On Antinomianisni. 


I beg leave to offer a few curso; 
observations on the general subjec: 
of that sort of Antinomianism which, 
as I «apprehend, prevails in either 
greater or Jess degree IM various 
parts of our religious world. [am 
not one of those who are excessive 
ly alive tocvils of this nature. Qn 
the contrary, 1 believe that Antino- 
mianism is often said to exist where 
it does not, and to abound where there 
isonly a slight infusion of it. In ma 
ny of the persons among whom itis 
found, there is a tendency to errors 
of another class, and these also i 
will be my endeavour to describe. 
With Antinomicnism, properly so 
called, men are often overcharged, 
while some of those other evils are 
two little regarded. To give a fair 
view of this general subject will be 
the object of the present paper. 

When aperson who once mised 
freely with the world, who partook 
of its pleasures, was infected with 
its vices, and had been satisfied 
with its empty forms of religion 
begins to feel what the Scriptures 
call “the powcrs of the world to 
come ;"—when an awful eternity 
presents itself to the view ; when 
the repentance, heretofore so supe! 
ficial and so transient, becomés 
deep, and serious, and abiding; 
and, above all, when the docirive 
of a Redeemer, once so coolly and 


so sceplically entertained, becomes | 


the very joy and comfort of te 
whole heart ; then the value whici 
coal } work’ 
had been placed on mora: ¥ 
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obvicusty must abate: the extent . 
che requisitions of the Divine law, 
au pject jow diligently studied, begins 
co pe understvod, and the penirent 
toarns to humble himself in the very 
Just, and even abbors that piea of the 
merit of lis own righteousness, in 
which, notwithstanding the profes- 
sions of his creed, lie liad been ac- 
customed to trust. He also is natu- 
rally Jed to ascr ibe this great change 
in his conditton to the sovereign acts 
of that gracious Providence which 
has spared his life, and openeda way 
for ie € scune into this new land of 
righteousness. Ought we to resirain 
these lively feelings, or to be in haste 
ro chastise them? [ apprehend that 
who himself would not 
break the paeeme reed, or quench 
esmoking fix, by no means intend- 
ed that his ministers Should discou- 
rave sensibilities of this sort. It 
heir creat, their chief duty} to pro- 
duce and toextendthem. Feelings, 
which are simply such as I have de- 
scribed, should be hailed as the prog- 
nustics of a new hiie of prac lical 
virtue and goodness ; should be con- 
templated with the highest satisfuc- 
tion and hope, rather than with aay 
very anxious or trembling fear, and 
instead of being repressed as ca 
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F of being carried too far. 


1 now preceed, however, to de- 
scribe those gradual approaches to 
{ntinomianhism, and other kindred 
errors, to Which in tbe course of our 

r progress we are all liable 
ofa But here [ must premise, 
hat there is a class of errors directiv 
oprosite to those about to be describ- 
td, which ovwvht also to be feared. [ 
not now dwell on these; because, 

doing so, I should extend my pa. 

r much too far. I shalt occasion- 
rf advert to them; andI anxiously 
request every reader to bearin mind 
tat they exist: for this reflection is 
anecessary prescevative against mis. 
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4. On Good Works. 

The place uSsiirned to vod works 
in the economy of the Christian dis- 
pensation, Is very different tiom that 
which they Occupy in every numan 
systemofcthics. Wiaithman, inceecd, 
they are the all in all, for ine reflects 
bui jiitle Gn the extent to which they 
ought to be curried; Is insensible to 
the great Motive from woich they 
should spring, ignorant of the weak- 
ness of the creature by whom they 
are to be hate tea uid little awed 
by the purity of that Being by whom 
their quality is te be judy col Per- 
Celvlag, however, the wdvantage re- 
sulling to society fiom the perform. 
ance of certain actions manifestly 
good, and the inconvenience of a 
contrary conduct, he exalts the mani- 
festly beneficial deed into a virtue, 
considers itas meritorious, and brings 
in God as a debtor to every man for 
as many of these deeds as his life 
exhiois, © * *# FF © 

* * * * Good works are that part 
of the Gospel which men have most 
agreed to udmire and approve ; for 
where is even the infidel who does 
not plead for them, or the proflivate 
whe. does not praise them ? ‘Vie faith, 
the trust, the love, the hope on wntch 
the Scriptures equally insist, and 
which have been described in some 
of your former payes*, are by many 
deemed to be speculative, mystert- 
ous, or unattainable ; adapted only to 
the retired and contemplative lew, 
and incumpatible with the active du- 
ties of this bustling and busy world. 
Good works, after all, it is said, are 
the great ultimate end of religion ; 
and these being pe: formed by us, we 
hope to stand acquitted for our defi- 
ciency in some points wiich are held 
in honour by the theologians. 


" Alluding to the well known papers on 
these subjects which appeared in the Cbris- 
tran Observer, from the pen the late 
Johs Bowdler, Jun Esq and h have, 


whic 


. 
since his death, been published among his 
Kemains, 
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These zealots for good works will 
be found, however, to betray their 
cause. They affix their own meaning 
to the term, and have established a 
siaundurd of their own; and will be 
found,on a close ingniry into the case, 
to object as much to the pure prac. 
tical part of the Gospel, as to the 
most obnoxious doctrines in its sys- 
tem of faith, 

The causes, however, of this ge- 
neral praise of what are called good 
works, and of this almost as general 
conspiracy against works really good, 
deserve to be more fully examin- 
ed. 

First, then, Lapprehend that there 
is in the nature of mana faculty of 
disiinguishing in some degree be- 
tween right and wrong, and a dispo- 
sition to disapprove of what is known 
to be evil, and to approve of what is 
perceived to be good; which will in 
part account for that praise of good 
works which is so common in this 
corrupt world. * * * 


5. Religious Society in a Country 
Town, 

Will you allow me, Mr. Editor, to 
offer a few free and very familiar re- 
marks on the stute of society in the 
piece in which TI live. and on certain 
difficulties in which | find myself, in 
consequence of the want of an exact 
agreement in our religious opinions 
be.ween mysel]fand most of the sur- 
rounding persons even of a serious 
class. My case may not be singular, 
and the very description of it may 
afford some useful hints to many of 
your readers, 

I am en inbabiiant of a large coun- 
try town, where there are many 
churches ; and, to use a Current ex- 
pression in the place, we are suppos- 
ed to have “the Gospel’ preached 
in two, if not in three, of them. Our 
rclivious sects are very numerous. 
We have a few Quakers, many Bap- 
tists, a congregation of Methodists 
which is fast advancing, and a wild 
y or two headed by self-elected 
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preachers, and said, though I beliey, 
rather too strongly and incautiously, 
to be Antinomian in their character 
I myself am of the Church of Eng. 
land, and endeavour to train UD ¢ 
large family according to her doc. 
trines and institutions. 

I should also tell you, that we have 
a play-house in the town, anda pub. 
lic ball once a month, as well a 
weekly card parties in the ball-room, 
We have, besides, some races in the 
neighbourhood once a year, and then 
there is a general burst of gaiety, 
Our members are at the head of these 
festivities ; and all the clergy, excep: 
those who are of what is called the 
Evangelical order, and one whose 
age is very advanced, partake 
them. My own occupations happen 
to be such as to exempt me, in the 
general opinion of even my gayes' 
neighbours, from all sort of obliga: 
tion to attend any scenes of public 
amusement; and the cast of my fan. 
ily is so far intellectual that they also 
stand excused, In the eye of the more 
candid part of the ball-frequenting 
body. ‘To say the truth, however, | 
laave made it my practice not to say 
very much against any of these places 
of amusement. 

The religious parties among us 
are of various minds in this particu- 
lar ; but they, generally speaking, 
are decided enemies of the play- 
house, the card table, and the ball: 
room: and the few of that body who 
speak in measured terms on thest 
subjects are deerned doubtful charac: 
ters. J believe { am myself esteen- 
ed a person of this class, — 
chietiy perhaps for reasons which ! 
have still to explain and develope. 

It will now be necessary for me to 
enter into some particularity. [ must 
tell you,then, that we have one or twe 
persons in our religious societies 


whom in my conscience I believe ( § 


be either no Christians at all—I wis! 
. exercise all charity while I say It- 

* Christians of a very low orde”: 
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estimation among a large part of our 
devouter people. They are men, Mr, 
Editor, certainly of warm zeal, but 
of eager, forward dispositions. There 
is a religious Vanity about thein * * * 
** # 


5. Ona common Sfecies of self-decep- 
tion. 


Permit me, Mr. Editor, to offer to 
you a few brief remarks on a species 
of heresy, or rather of self-deception, 
which 1s by no means uncommon, 
and cven extends Itself to some pro- 
fessors of evangelical religion. Tal- 
lude tothe practice which many per- 
sons have, of excusing their neglect 
of some duty, or their indulvence of 
some unchristian disposition, on the 
crouadé of the assumed impossibility 
of overcoming the fault in question. 
By some, the corruption of human ta- 
ture in general; by others, a particu- 
larity in their own tempcrament, Is 
the plea resorted to. Itis astonish- 
ing how every arrow of the preacher 
is blunted, and every admonition of 
Christian friends counteracted, by a 
fev common-place sayings, to which 
they always resort. Are fretfulness 
or impatience their characteristic 
faults? Are they out of hemour as 
often as some little plan which they 
had formed Is obstructed by an inicr- 
(cringe event? Does the commotion 
intheir minds produce a general per- 
turbation In the family, and serve to 
diserace them before their children 
and servants, and thus to bring their 
religion into contempt? They de 
fot apply themselves to the remedy 
of this evil, because they affirm their 
temper tobe incurable. Yhey wish 
it Was possible to be calm under such 
circumstances. ‘They envy the hap- 
piuess of those who find it easy to be 
so. For their part, they are endowed 
with so much naturab sensibility, that 
they cannot be cold and phlegmaticin 


the midst of so much cause of irrita- 


tion, They blame those whoexpect 
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of their demanding impossibilities, 
and wanting charity for persons whose 
temperament happenstodiffer from 
theirown. Weak nerves, indiffer- 
ent health, and a thousand other apo- 
logies unknown to Scripture, are em- 
ployed to justify their sin. Not the 
smallest effort is made to conquer it ; 
not the slightest degree of repentance 
exercised on account of it. The in- 
firmity, if I may call it by so light a 
name, increases under this mode of 
dealiny with it; and perhaps some 
Christian friend, who by much praver 
and frequent self-denial has obtained 
the mastery over the sin in question, 
and is exhibiting an example of what 
may be achieved on this verv point, 
is disliked on the precise ground of 
Not participations la the fauit, and is 
at least considercd as having some 
naturaladvanterc, which is compen- 
sated by the unamiableness attending 
his equanimity. 

J might instance various other 
faults, for which the same plea of in- 
ability is urged. Indolence, for ex- 
ample, is often defended on the same 
pround. ‘ Were J naturally active, 
like you, I would exert myself after 
your inanner. Jt is weil for you that 
you are so fond ot exertion: my ten- 
dencies are all the other way.?’ The 
fear of man is excused on the same 
principle. ‘Jt is quite impossible 
that I should siand up as you do,and 
contradict a whole company: it is 
contrary to my nature. ‘To you it is 
easy to assert your singularity: to 
me it Is death. O how I envy you 
this faculty! I have no doubt you 
have a pleasure in the exercise of it.’ 

Akin to this error Is another more 
gencral one, on which it may be ex- 
pedient here to touch. Some per- 
sons affirm, and they affect a kind o! 
philosophy in affirming it, that all 
mankind act, in every thin, accord- 
ing totheir several propensities, and 
universally do what they like. here 
is scarcely asentiment more subver- 
sive of religion then this. Eyery on: 





itis said, has his taste. Is one man, 
after a thousand struggles with the 
sin which once so easily beset him, 
arrived at the dominton over it? Is 
he become eminent for that very vir. 
tue which it was most difficult for 
him to obtain? Has God strengthen- 
ed ium with might by his Spirit in 
the inner man, and rewarded his fer- 
vent preyer for grace with grace 
eq:ial to his need? * Fle follows his 
taste,’ say tnese cold, philosopbizing 
moralists : “he pursues his humour, 
and J ajso pursue mine. He may 
have some advantigte over me, inas- 
much as his temper leads bim toa 
beiter object; bot we are on a level 
on the whole. Our merit is equal, 
because we equally obey certain in- 
siincilve feelings ; and though he 4s 
leading a profitable life, and I am 
somewhat useless, as I must admit, 
yet my conscience need not trouble 
me: God will doubtless accept us 
both. The great point isto be chari- 
table to each other; and charity re- 
quires that we should freely allow all 
men to please themseives by follow- 
iit their respective tastes. The 
world Is made happy, on the whole, 
by this diversity of characters. [tis 
nat necessary that all should be phi- 
lanthropic, or that all should be de- 
yout.” 

I have thought fit, Mr. Editor, to 
give more shape and substance to 
this error than is commonly afforded 
io it 3 and 1 would here observe, that 
it very nearly resembles the necessa- 
riadism of the Atheist. ike necese 
sarianism, it manifestly annihilates 
all responsibility ; for, if we are inva- 
riably impelled by our natural tastes 
in a given direction, and can neither 
help ourselves nor obtain help from 
God, itis unfair to punish us for 
what we do. Itis to our fate that we 
must refer these unceongnerable 


tastes; and it is therefore our fate 
which must be blamed on account of 
them: ov rather, there is nothing 
blameworthy and nothing praiscwor. 
thy in any buman action. 

The connexion of this sweeping 
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error with that which I began by 
describing, need not be particularly 
pointed out. Inthe one case. a few 
particular faults or infirmities are as. 
sumed to be uncunquerable: in the 
other, all the actions of the man are 
supposed to flow from a general lay 
of necessity : and consistency of prip. 
ciple seems to require that those 
who incline tothe former error shoujd 
also adopt the latter, in all its gene. 
rality and strength. I would hope 
that some of your readers may be in. 
duced by this observation, to suspect 
the very commencement of thai train 
of reasoning which leads us to think 
oursins are unconquerable. Let me 
entreat them to read the holy Serip. 
tures with a reference to this very 
point. Dothey think thatany, ettier 
of our sins or infirmities, are to be 
submitied to, as enemics agalist 
whom itis impossible successfully to 
contend ? Is it not the very end of 
Scripture to rouse men to exertion 
avainst all the adversaries of their 
souls, to awaken Conscience, to pie- 
duce a new hatredot sin, to inspec 
hope thet we m.«y prevall egaimst a, 
and, above all, to point to that efiec- 
tual aidof the Holy Spirit, which seul 
ensure success? In the conficencs 
of this aid the Apostie exclatmes, 
“T can do all things, through Chns 
which strenetheneth me.” * * * ** 


‘To te continued.) 


For the Christian Observer. 


ESSAYS ON COWPER’S POEM OF THE 
TASK. 


No. I. 
Tue public voice has long ranked 
Cowper among the most popular of 
cur English poets: his works are 
found in every library, and his ad. 
mirers are almost as numerous as his 
readers. The interest also which 
the public have felt in every thing 
relative to him, has becn evinced by 
the extensive sale of his Life ap 
Letters; a work which ts said 1 
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produced his biographer a 
jittle short of eleven thousand 
pounds®. This, general anxiety to 
be acquainted with the events ot his 
jife, and with the unstudied effusions 
of ns copfidenual letters, could have 
arisen only from the universal inte- 
rest which his writings have excit- 
ed; and it ls very remarkable, that 
the most notorious depreciator of 
Cowper’s poetry, among his contem- 
porariesy has herself sunk in the es- 
‘imation of the public, even lower 
than she laboured to depress himf, 
while he conunues a universal lavou- 
rite. “ Opinionum comimenta delet 
dies, natura yudicia confirmat.” 

Ot living authors, Some are admir- 
ed and followed by the gay world: 
they are fashtonadly popular ; but this 
popubat ity, hke every other fashiona. 
ble article, has but a transient exist- 
ence. Others again are critically 
popular: they have been praised by 
Jounson, or have received the ap. 
plauses Of some celebrated Review ; 
and these encomiums are re-echoed 
by every pretender to literature. 
But the popularity of Cowper rests 
onmore solid foundations. Criticism 
night fill pages with examples of 
what may be called poetical defects, 
of uharmonious expressions, or of 
tuyved versification; and the light 
i which he regarded the follies and 
vices of the gay world might be ex- 
pected to ensure his condemnation 
inthe eyes of those who are charge- 
ale with all that he reprobates. Yet 
notwithstanding this, the Captivating 
accuracy of his descriptions, the live- 


have 
sun 


* See H. Tooke’s Life, vol. IL. p. 493. 

} See Miss Seaward’s Life and Corres. 
pondence.—She composed a ‘ Remon- 
trance to the Author of the Task,” which, 
though she never sent it to him, she left for 
Mbheation, with twelve quarto volumes of 
her Letters. It isto her, I imagine, Mr. 
Havley alludes, as a lady whose displeasure 
Cowper of all men would have been most 
‘ruly sorry to have excited. had he been as 
vel] acquainted with the charms of her con- 
‘srsation as he was with ber literary talents. 
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ly playfulness of his wit, his just de- 
lineations of character, his delicate 
poignancy of satire, and, above all, 
the affecting and majestic simplicity 
of those passages in which he touches 
on religion, the subject nearest bis 
heart, constitute the charms which 
endear his poetry even to those who 
dissent from his opinions or would 
criticise his numbers. 

In investigating the cause of this 
general popularity, we may trace it, 
in the first place. tothe simplicity of 
bis language, which makes him in- 
telligible even to thet poor and un- 
learned ; whom also he naturally de- 
lights by the accuracy with which he 
describes the scenes they daily be- 
hold. Evena peasant may be charm- 
ed with his description ofa farm-yard 
on a snowy day (** inopem solatur ;”’} 
and a very short walkin any cultivat- 
ed part of England is sufficient to re- 
ca] to our minds numberless passa- 
ges from his poems, by making us 
feel the accuracy with which he has 
described the face of nature, and the 
instincts and habits of its wild inha- 
bitants. If we ascend through all 
the gradations of intellectual or fash- 
lonable society, we shall sul find 
Cowper admired. The former are 
pleased with his expressive diction, 
or beguiled by his playful humour ; 
and mapy a female mind, whom fash - 
Jonable gayety and dissipation have 
detained from Improving study, dc- 
lights to recal, by a perusal of the 
Task, those receliections of early 
days and simple pleasures which ar 
associated with the lines of this 
favourite bard. But it is Con 
per’s higher praise, that his just 
and scriptural views of true religion 
have procured him readers of aclas: 
who are in general but little conver 
sant with poetry, and have rendered’ 
him pre-eminently the poet of th« 
religious world. Minds that would 


be dazzied and bewildered with the 
sublimity of Milton, can repose with: 
delight vpon his milder radiance . 
and such as, having little leisure tc 
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read, wish to render that little sub- 
servient to religious improvement, 
are usually familiar with the writings 
of Cowper. 

This writer vindicates his claim to 
the character of a poet by uniting 
pleasure with instruction; thus ac- 
complishing what the Sabine bard 
held to be the legitimate object of 
poetry. He pleases, or he would not 
be popular with one class of readers: 
he instructs, or he would be rejected 
by another: both agree in their opi- 
rion of his merits, and have confer- 
red upon him a rank among the wri- 
ters of our country, from which 
he is not likely to be deposed, while 
a taste for genuine simplicity or for 
unfeigned piety continues to distin- 
guish the British nation. 

The best illustration of the works 
of any author, who, like Cowper, 
writes from the fulness of bis own 
mind, will be furnished by a know- 
ledge of the society he enjoyed, of 
the books he read, or ofsuch passing 
events as were likely to give an im- 
pulse to his reflections during the 
time he wes employed in composi- 
tion. In Cowper’s private letters, 
we frequently ciscern sentiments 
which again recurin his poetry ; and 
it is eratifying to trace in the rade 
conceptions of his mind, as they first 
arosc in (he urpremeditated cffusions 
ef confidential communication, the 
sxermns of some of the most admired 
passages In the ‘Vask. I shall not 
omit to notice them in the fullowing 


essays on that exquisite pocm. 


At the opening of the Task, Cow- 
curls to conciliate his rea- 

ders, by displaying whatever he 
deemed likely to attract their notice. 
“ They are children (said he to Mr. 
Sull;) and if we pive them physic, 
we must sweeten the edges of the 
cup with honey.” He had introduc. 
ed his first volume in the same man. 
ser; and asin his Zudle Teli, so In 
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Lhe Softha, he exhibits many speci. 
mens of genuine and attractive hy. 
mour: among which stand foremost 
the history and progress of seat, 
from convenience to luxury, from 
the stool to the sopha; and the pa. 
rody on “Sweet is the breath of 
morn.” He soon, however, quits 
the Sopha, and introduces us into his 
favourite haunts at Weston. The 
prominent features of the scenery q. 
round him in his rambles, and there. 
flections they suggested, are deline. 
ated in a manner that at once usti- 
fies his avowal to Unwin: “ My de. 
scriptions are all from nature ; none 
of themsecond-handed. My deline. 
ations of the heart are from my 
own experience ; not one of them 
borrowed from books, or in the least 
degree conjectural.” — Life, vol. ii 
p. 260.—It has been said, that we are 
indebted to the n isunderstanding 
which arose between his female 
companions, for the introduction of 
a passage, not only beautiful in itself, 
but heightening by its connexion the 
interest of what follows: 


“And witness, dear companion of my 
walks, 

Whose arm thistwentieth winter I perceive 

Fast locked ia mine —Te 

Witness a joy that thou hast doubled long. 

Thou know’st my praise of nature most sit- 
cere, 

And that my raptures are not conjur’d up 

‘}oserve occasion of poetic pomp, 

But genuine; and art partner of them all.” 


a Te, ee Se ee. * 


It has been said, this address to Mrs. 
Unwin was inserted to gratify her, 
after the first draught of the poem, 
written at Lady Austin’s request, was 
finished. It is not easy to see any 
marks of juncture, though Hayley a¢ 
mits that it “ was added in the course 
ofa revisal.”’? Vol. ii. p. 134. 
There are two things which coll” 
stitute the excellence of descripuve 
poetry: onc relates to what we sees 
the other to what we feel. The first 


consists in the selection of suc! 
objects as are characteristic of 
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scene, andat the same time, however through Weston Park, we are con- 
familiar they may be to our eye, tinually surprised and delighted by 


are calculated to impress the ima- 

cination with a lively picture. When 

this is well done, we are gratified 

to find that the poet’s observations 

correspond with our own, and bear 

witness with pleasure to the accura. 

cy of his description. Nothing can 

be more striking, in this respect, 

than many passages of Thomson. 

Another excellence of poetic des- 

cription is, When its perusal excites 

chose emotions which we should feel 

were we Spectators, and not readers. 

lam enabled here at once to iilus- 

trate my meaning, and to gratify my 

readers, by a passage from “ The 

Mourning Bride.’— 

“How reverend is the face of this tall 
pile, 

Whose ancient pillars rear their marble 
leads, 

To bear aloft its arch’d and ponderous 
roof, 

By its own weight made stedfast and im- 
moveable, 

Looking tranquillity ! it strikes an awe 

And terror on my aching sieht, The 
tombs 

And monumental caves of death look cold, 

And shoot a chillness to my trembling 
heart. 

Give me thine hand, and let me hear thy 
voice— 

Nay, quickly speak to me, and let me hear 

Thy voice—my own affvights me with its 
echuoes.” 


The sensations produced by these 
lines are Somewhat like those we 
should feel were we in the situa- 
tion ofthe speaker.—-As we proceed 
in our investigation of the ‘Task, 
we shall discover beauties of this 
kind perpetually occurrinss, to prove 
that its amiable author enjoyed the 
confidence of Nature ; that he view- 
edher with a painter’s eye, and felt 
her influence with a poet’s heart. 
He imparts to the reader a portion 
of the pleasure he derived from 


« . : oer 
The sir salubrious of her lofiy hills, 

itp cheering fragrance of ber dewy vales, 
“ia music of her groves.” 


\ tl oe ’ 3 ; é le 
ndas we accompany him ina walk 


the judicious minuteness of his des- 
criptions. 

Cowper enjoyed highly the va- 
rious rural sounds which salute the 
ear ina fine clear day. ‘All the 
sounds,” said he, * that nature ut- 
ters are delightful, at least in this 
country. Ishould not perhaps find 
the roaring oflions in Africa, or of 
bearsin Russia, very pleasing; but 
I know of no beast in England, 
whose voice I do notaccount musical, 
save and except only the braying of 
inass. ‘he notes of all our birds 
and fowls please me, without one 
exception. I should not indeed 
think of keeping a gouse in a cage, 
that I might hang him up in the 
parlour for the sake of his melody, 
buta goose Upon a common or in «# 
farm-yard is no bad performer.......... 
Seriously, however, it strikes me 
asavery observable instance of pro- 
vidential kinducss to man, that such 
an exact accord has been contrived 
between his ear and the sounds with 
which, at least In arural situation, it 
is almostevery moment visited....... 
woe Lhe fields, the woods, the gar- 
dens, have each their concert; and 
the ear of manis for ever regaled by 
creatures who seem only to please 
themselves. Even the ears thatare 
deafto the Gospel, are conunually 
entertained, thouch without know. 
ing it, by sounds for which they are 
solely indebted toits Author.” Lee- 
ter to ur. Newton, Vol. it. p. 248.— 
These sentiments were afterwards 
expressed more closely, and with 
increased dignity of language. 

*¢ Norrural sights alone, but rural sounds 

E.xhilarate the spirit, and restore 

The tone of languid nature........... 

Nature inanimate employs sweet sounds, 

But animated nature sweeter stil!, 

To soothe and satisfy the human ear.— 

Tenthousand warblers cheer the day, and 
one 

The live-lone night. Nor 
whose notes 

Nice-finger’d art must emulate in vain 


those alon: 
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But cawing rooks and kites that swim sub- 
lime 

In stil! repeated circles, screaming loud, 

‘The jay, che pie, and e’en the boding owl 

‘Lhat hails the rising moon, have charms 
fur me.’ 

Cowper has been deemed an ene- 
my to Innocent mirth ; and this sup- 
posed austerity hus been attributed to 
the influence of his reiigious opin. 
tons. Oi§ tois influence I shail here- 
alter speak : bul as we now, for the 
first time, meet with his sentiments 
on the subject of worldly pleasures 
and occupations, it can de no digres- 
sion to advert bricfly tothe yeneral 
influence of religiun upon the piea- 
sures of life. Woile the pleasures 
arising from unlawful graifications 
are Interdicted by tt, with a rigour 
that admiis of no compromise ; by 
enforcing moderation, it heightens 
those that are lawful, and it multi- 
piles almost indefinuely the sources 
ofirue enjoyment ; 

‘* {t makes all nature beauty to our eye, 

And music to our ear.” 

Cowper’s own enjoyments were 
those to which religion both lent a 
sanction, and imparted a zest; and 
he has portrayed so forcibly the 
sensations they excited, that the rea- 
der icels convinced that the passage, 
the innocent are gay,” was prompt- 
ed by his own sensations, when free 
trom the pressure of constitutlonal 
malady. That he bad nota particle 
ofthe cynic in his disposition, is 
evinced by the constant inclination 
he felt to associate every object pre- 
sented to him with something be- 
Jonging to mun; his joys, his sor- 
rows, his hopes, or his fears. Thus 
the “frock, conspicuous many a 
league,” immediately leads his 
thouyhts to the pleasures and anti- 
cipated joys of the homeward-bound 
mariner ; with something of the po- 
elic spirtt which suggested the fol- 
lowingr passage to v irgil’s mind, 


when he was occupied in giving di- 
rections for the pasturage of sheep. 


{ May, 


** Non secus ac patriis acer Romanus jp 
armis 

Injus'o sub fasce viam cum carpit, et hosti 

Ante expectatum Positis Slat in aginine 
Castris.’ 


The transition from the Gypsies 
to the inhabitants of the Souti-Se, 
islands is judiciously managed. Qup 
poet was greatly interested by 
Couke’s Voyages, which he read the 
winter before he composed the Task. 
Oinai accompanied Cocke to Eng. 
land in 1774, where he was treated 
with the yreatest kindness, and sent 
home with Captain Furneaux, in 
1776, loaded with presents. The 
address to this “gentle savage” will 
lose some of its mterest, wher the 
reader is informed ihat he was 
very uniike what Cowper supposed, 
and that he resumed with avidity all 
his former habits of savage lite— 
Whatever justice we may allow in 
general to the satiric passages of 
the lask, that which follows, and has 
for its cbject the exclusively com: 
mercial voyages of our nation, is un: 
founded ; and so distinguished an ad- 
vocate for humanity and religic® 
would cheerfully have recalled 
had he hived to know that Omat’s na 
tive [sland has again been visited by 
Englishmen, who are “ doing gooc, 
disinterested good,” in affording te 
his countrymen the benefits of civili 
zation and the blessings of religion 
The reader may compare the pas: 
sazes alluded to with the following 
extract from a letter to Newton. We 
brought away an Indian; and hav- 
ing debauched him, we sent bim 
home azain to communicate the In- 

ection to his country ;—fine wh 
to be sure, but such as will not deira 
the cost. Nations that live fupon 
bread-fruit, and have no mines te 
make them worthy of our acqualll 
tance, will be but little visited for the 
the better {0! 


future. So much 
them ! Their poverty 18 INGCES ‘pel’ 
mercy.” 


(Ts be continued 
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3OF 


REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS, 


Sermons, on Subjects chiefly frracii- 
cal; with Liustra‘ive .\ates and 
an Appendix, relating to the Cha- 
racier of he Church of Lugiand, as 
dinguhe d bu: A from olker Boan- 
ches of t e Refurmation, and from 
the Art Church of Rone. By 
the Rev. Joun Jena, A. M. Rec- 


tor of Abington, in the Diocese of 


Cashel. London: Cadell and Da- 
vies. 8yO. Dp. 398. 


ine complex character of our work 

night perhaps be thought by many 
‘o reader our present undertaking a 
matter of some ilttle delicacy. Huav- 
ifferded, in another departinent 
scellany, as egal cyte 

as, an undisturbed 

ic conduct of certain friendly con- 
troverstes, arising out of the present 


ae 
dialed» | 
ofour mi 


arena for 


nm main eee 
NASsIAye 


volume, between its respected au- 
thor and some very respectoble an. 
agonists, we may be thought un- 


reasonavle to intrude our own opin- 
ion of its Contents, as if ex cath dra, 
in our Reviewing periment and 
thereby to influence, we will not say 
on what side, or in how many Ways 
the resuit of a discussion which we 
presume to be as yet pending be- 
tween the above-named 
If soy we must plead, what we are 
sure will be felt on all sides as a 
* und appropriate apology, and 
trust will not prove unacceptable 
to dln author himse lf—namely, our 
unleigned respect for his own re- 


parties. 


putation, as well as for that of his 
work ; and our unwillineness to 


doubtful 


’ 
S} PUP ere 


await a longer issue of 
and well-maintained 
which it is not our present inteailon 
Ogive any opinion, ere we be- 


» On 


fore our readers a number rs 

points baecshel by this voleme 

Which are not mat . vy connec red 
tf that already at issue, and which 
ive long SITCE demande i th A Cite 
; 1 c+ ()i eet V9 I tad 


of the public, with the loud call of 
Mi. Jebb’s authoritative name, high 
talents, and acknowledped piety. 

Without making any undue re- 
ference to the appesrance of Mr 
Jebb’s name and tae cause of its ap. 
pearance, im our former pages, we 
ay suleiy assume that our readers 
are already acquainted with bim, as a 
divine of no ordinary stamp, and as 
one who thinks for himself; and 
even where he does attach bisnseld to 
the opinions ef others, if it de slavery 
to follow closely the footsieps of the 
reputed wise and good of all ages, 
we must allow, that “even im servile 
tude itself he maintains a spirit of 
most exalted freedom.” 


tiie His 
practical vieWs. 


at least, end his mun- 
ly elocution, obey, must be cone 
fessed, a bish stan tard. If alone in 
his sentiments, he is not likely long 
to continue alone; und if the repre. 
sentutive of a Class, a school, a com- 
munity, we must allow him to be 
the organ of no ilgnoble body, and 
brought up at the feet of no ordina- 
ry Gamiiliel. 

In presenting the author of the 
present volume to our readers under 
this character oi 
fecl periorming a 
profitable, but at the same time an 
sus and critical task. Wedeem 
it to be important, on all occasions, 
to mark shadow of a departure 
from principles of doctrine or 
practice that are really fundamental ; 


ludepende nce, we 


ourseives to be 
anXi 


tbe 


“any 


therefore consider it a du- 
ty io vive notice, though with deler- 
ence, of that appearance, even if 
found in the pages of Mr. Jebb.— 
On the other hand, we think it sub- 
‘mportant, In 
“UthorChristlan 


5 = a. of uy . 
. ‘ 4 ‘ : , ; » 
eaten ids { 3 6 ia se Vwi }F 83 24322 like Aa 
- 4 


und shail 


narrow and c t; notte 
if “Sh t Oli eis ¢ H¢ é da ‘ 5% ad th 
mer nd eterne , 
; 
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to the exciusion of another; not to 
maintain a preference for the mere 
Sibboleth of this party above the 
mere Shibboleth of that; net to mis- 
take words for things; nor to discard 
the same devotion because expressed 
in different words, any move than to 
assume always the co-existence of 
the same with the same 
form of expression. To this fault 


de votlon 


there 1s perhaps much teudency 1a 
these times, and in the bunman mind 


a te 


at all times. Phere in ap Innate 
disposition to value our own, and that 
which 1s Jike our own, in every sub- 
ject, and every department of human 
life. Religion, more particulariy, 
where itis thought of and valued at 
all, is very likely, irom is strong 
grasp on the understanding and the 
affections, to engender a very mar- 


ked and decided partiality to one 
class of ideas and scniiments, feel- 
ings and expressions, dectrines und 


preachers, over another. And this 
is oiten known to lead to very seri- 
ous consequences in the body eccie- 
slastic, perhaps to the formation of 
sects and divisions, and the rec ipro- 
cal exercise of the most mischie- 
vous and uncharitabie, and even ma- 
lignant, passions: and where this ts 
not the case, still, to what is only a 
shade better, a certain spirit of re- 
ligious coteréism, which practically, 
if not visibly, divides and subdivides, 
Without end, ‘that conuuunion of 
saints’? which should know bui of two 
grand distinctions, the church mili- 
tant and the church triumphant. 

As an antidote to the iniechiel of 
this very Common iratity even of re- 
ligious minds, it will be found highly 
prefitable to examine the various 
productions of different schools ; and, 
like the bee, to cull from flowers of 
the most opposite scents and —_—* 
some particles of that sweet and ho- 
mogeneons food which may demone 
strate to ourselves and others the 
Auid which circulates in al 


i 


coMmMnon 


c 
thei vessels, To +. omaaeey what is 
juavle in all classes of veau- 


1 es 
iV Viol 
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ine religionists, will at once expang 
the riches of our liberality, warm our 
charitable feeiings, and extend the 
circle of our knowledge. ‘The har. 
vest will be rich, when we “sow 
beside ajl waters.” We shail gain a 
strone Confirmation in our own minds 


for those truths which we have 
“heard amongst Many witnesses,” 
and on which we find all to be 


and shail learn to admire 
harmony of many 
moving, though in 
orbits of various form and eccenwi- 
city, around the same centre of mo- 
ral light and heat, che Sun of Righ- 


3» 


avreed ; 
the beauty and 
shining bodies, 


teousness. 
That Mr. 
many rather a differ. 
ent school, aud accustomed to othe: 
habits, both of theught and expres. 
slon, On Certain points, may yet de- 
rive both profit and picasure, we 
haye no hesitation in af} firming. He 
has a streng sception, a lofti- 
ness of tone, a vizour of expression, 
hat would do houcur to any schoogl, 
His standard of devotion is high, his 
rule of conduct scriptural, and his 
doctrinal views, to say the least o! 
them, strongly tending to practice. 
His motto scems to be ‘sursum 
corda:” and from the pure etheria! 
rezions in which his mind delights 
to soar, “* with nought of sordid o! 
debasing mould,’’ be appears to look 
down on the trifles of this lower 
scene as far beneath his notice, and as 
already lost in that annihilation to 
which they are finally doomed. The 
world stands forth in his pages in its 
true character, *“*a clouded maze, 
o’erspread with snares ;7? and sit 
appears as “the thiel, to steal, to 
kill, and to destroy.”’> He warns; in 
strong and animated strains, the gic 
dy sons of folly aad thoughtlessne* 
of the ruin to macs they are hasteh 
ing; and such being the faite 
to whom he principally addressé 
inks net from the tas} 
before them he 
= pursuits 0 
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veligion, in contrast with all the boasts 
of the proud and the pleasures of the 
the honvurs of the ambitious 


ays 
snd the refinements of the voluptu- 
ous. His Sermons are, as their title 


imports, of a practical nature : and 
if, as we shall have occasion to see, 
his doctrinal views do not reach that 
depth, or aim at that fulness, which 
many persons,and weourselves among 
them, have thought that the low and 
ceneralizing spirit of the past and 
mreseit are C iis on them to exem. 


r “aa ke 

pily, still many a profitable lesson 
; } i > ¢ | F 

may be fearnt by the Ciass of mere 


doctrinists from his paves. 
The more particular excellences, 
and, if we may hint at these like- 
wise, the more particular deficiencies, 
which @ave struck us in the perusal 
of the volume under review, may be 
fitly pointed out in a detailed account 
of the different sermons which it con- 
tuins, and wiich will be found to de- 
serve a distinct notice. 

The volume opens with four ser- 
mons, to which indeed we may add 
the fifth, on the Character of Abra- 
ham; all descriptive, more or Icss 
cenerally, of the tone and temper of 
the Christian Hfe, contrasted with 
the spirit and practice of the world. 
lhe first, on | Thess.v. 7. 8: “They 
that sleep, sleep in the night; and 
they that be drunken, are drunken in 
thenight: Rut let us. who are of the 
day, be sober 3 putting on the breast- 
plute of faith and love, and for an hel- 
met the hope of salvation :’? we 
consider asan excellent specimen of 
the author’s general style, and a very 
‘lequent and awful appeal to “ the 
children of the night ;’”? whom he 
Uistributes, from the text, into two 
subordinate descriptions, “they that 
sieep, and they that be drunken :” 


“The one, leaving undone the things which 
they ought to do; the other, doing the 
‘ings which they ought not to do. The 
‘ormer, careless, indolent, supine; the fat- 
*', sensual, profligate, and carnal) The 
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one, in a word, resembling the idiot, whose 
faculties are suspended ; the other, resem- 
bling the madman, whose faculties are in a 
state of unnatural and ruinous activity.” p. @. 


The sermon is more especially 
dedicated to the service of the first 
of these two Classes, *“* the cold, care- 
less, indolent, sleeping Christians,” 
whose Cause he considers as “ perhaps 
more awful” than the other. 


‘And why? Because it affords amplee 
room for seif-delusjon; because it implies 
less apprehension of danger; because it 
narrows the probabilities of recovery. De- 
cided guilt commoniy creates a keen sense 
of misery ; and a sense of m sery often cre 

ates «thirst after deliverance How many, 
like thase Jews cut to the heart by Peter’s 
preaching, or ike the trembling and asto- 
nished Jalor at Philippi, have been con 

strained by the prospect of impending ruin, 
to exclaim—* What must we do to be sav 

ed ?? While sull gicaier multitudes, little 
less withdrawn from the power of religion, 
self-satisfied in the performance of cutward 
ceremomes, proud of their exemption from 
all grosser criminality, boastful of their 
attention to lesser matters, but 


scruptilous 

' 
neghgent of judgment, mercy, and faith, 
have arrogantly, and ignorantly, thanked 


their God, that they were not as other men, 
This, truly isa condition of no common 
danger. Publicans and harlots, by repen- 
tance, gained the kingdom of heaven. The 
violent, also, took it by force. But the de. 
cent. ceremonious, cold-hearted scribes and 
pharisees, thought they needed no repen- 
tance. And the kingdom of God was taken 
fromthem. And the things belonging to 
their peace were hidden from their eyes.” 
pp. 7—9. 

In a subsequent page, “the nega- 
tive virtue of the negative Christian” 
is well reduced to its proper nothing- 
ness, in answer to “the extreme and 
untenable position, that exemption 
from gross sin may be pleaded as a 
title to eternal Jife.’ The character 
of prayer in the same place is well 
portrayed ; and the fruits of genu- 
ine Christianity are rapidly and ad. 
mirably summed up, us “ a know- 
ledge of Cod’s law, a performance 


of God's will, a delight in God's pre-e 
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ence, anda desire of Gud’s everlast- 
ing kingdom.” Nor less powerfully 
are the formidable armaments, the 
potent eeepee ents, of all the powers 
of the fleshy, of earth, and bell, set in 
array before us, as a stimulus to in- 
creased watchfulness and dilizence 


itt Our allotted W arta re. 1 be nature 
me ; = : : i] i . 

Or thal Gsivine papopiy mentiones in 
the (cxt nid VV ich the preacher 


+] i? } Ilo: ’ f . .- . { ¢ } 
Rive > al iad ICS ii from 2 pine >. Vi, 


'§ Hol so largely entered Upon as per- 
naps tne choice of the text micht 
bave led us to expeci; indeed, it 
would ‘ove formed an excelicnt sub- 
ject tor a second sermon. After 
having Geariy od stronply set before 
Us What we ougbt not to be, we think 
it Important to shew as specdily as 
sain wa by means of contrast, 
Whatas Christians we 


A distin i 


ovueht io be, 
Ue 
vod even minute detail of 
. ‘ "gues Pipe een pe : a ! 
Lge Meds of acquiring and using ine 


Profiered grits of Divine grace, of 


a’ 
i 


@éscup ing known) dangers, combating 
ey ‘ 


declared enemles, and rectifying uc- 
knowiedged oblig 
sary und essential as the more general 
declaration of their existence. The 
soluier Must be taught the use of vis 
arms; must be led step by step to 
fe figher quali sapien m5 Of the prac- 
sed combatani; ond, afer all, must 
not be told miesiy to go and march 
eeaina this enemy or titat position, 
but must have the exact route of his 
march pointed out, the Kind of arms 
he is to use, the signal ic fs to watch, 
the officer he isto obey, Tie world, 
for the most part, exfect lo be told 
of the force and number of their ene- 
mies, and the necessity of vigilance 
and care; but perhey ps they are not 
60 well aware of the necessity of Di- 
vine grace, to overcome their ene- 
mics, and attain thet vicilant and 
careful state of mind. Should not 
both starements, at least, be made 
with equal distinctness and impres- 


ulfties, Is a3 NeCes- 


‘ ee Mess ? 


oe igre - 
at gage 15 there cecurs the ex- 


on Staswe would rise 
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sink, in the scale of our immortaj 
being, let us walk as Children of tie 
light,” &c. which muy possibly be 
considered as inuimating, that the 
righteous differ trom the wicked 
ther in degree than in state. We 
should be very unwilling, however, 
thus to construe it, Such a notion, 
we apprehend, would fall in far too 
vell with the ordinary and seif-de. 
ceptive views of the world at large, 
ever grecdy of encouragement for 
their evil deeds, and sceking a pallia. 
tive for the consciousness of guilt, to 
agree with the design of Mr. Jebb in 
this awakening sermon. Indeed, it 
would destroy the whole foundation 
of his appeal. 

To this, as to each of the other 
sermons, the author has subjoined a 
series of notes, consisting principally 
of extracts from authors of all aves, 
often useful and interesting, ‘and 
sometimes learned and profound; 
and we are happy to find, trom one 
annexed tothe present sermon, that 
Mr. Jebb entertains ro doubt of an 
intermediate state after death, and 
discjuinis stronely* the cold and com- 
fortiessdoctrine of a sleepof the soul.” 

The Second Sermon is on Prov, 
xv.o: “Phe sacrifice of the wicked 
is an abomination unto the Lord ; 5 
the prayer of the upright is his de 
ligint. Here Mr. Jebb in the 
opportunity of i icnreagainns- J farthet 
into the secret springs and heartell 
emotions of true religion 5 gid by 
ops nine, as it were, the closet. -coors 
of the genuine man of prayer, he } 
enabled to shew him in full contrast 
with the mere external and super 
clal worshipper, that too common 
character inthe world. We discover 
in thissermon traces ol the same taste- 
ful, elegant, and accomplished mind 
which accompanies us all through the 
scape Compared, however, with 
many of the rest, must call it more 
e! vite and rather less original and 


+ 


hye) 
Me 


interesting, than the usual standard. 
Perhaps the one circumstance may 
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¢ forthe other. Having be- 
gun with a direct appeal to ancient 
-ptile literature for the value of 
sincerity; as Necessary to render any 
offerings acceptable to the Supreme 
Being; the preacher seems not per- 
fectly to have recove red from a spitit 
of translation to the end of his dis- 


Mr. Jebb observes—- 


course. 


«“ Some seeds and embers of the patriar- 
chal religion, some notices and feein gs of 
the reverence Gue tothe Supreme Governor 
of all, were Kept alive by sages and pocts, 
the unconscivus, but salutary agents of D.- 
vine Providence *As God, desiring the 
galvati nol the Jows, gase them the Pro 
nheis, $0, Sa¥S an ancent Father of the 
fice separated from the common 
Most approved among the Gen 
les; raising up to them peculiar pro- 


urchs, 


i 

© 

MKss the 
bis ’ . 

{1 


nlets, it ther own languages, aceo cling 


to their capacity of receiving this heavenly 
benefit” ” p. 22. 


The ancient father referred to in 
this passage is Ciemens Alexatdri- 
nus, who wrote as early as the second 
century, and was well acquained, 
not to suy a littie tainted, with the 
philosophical principles of the Gre- 
clan ieaighe and has leit a Vast Mass 
of philosophico-theologicai research, 
in What ih calls his Stromata, or 
Miscellanies, more valuable for the 
information they contain, 
- either for their arrangement, or 
ther clearness of conception, or their 
malt of argument. Elis general 
idea, maintained througha course of 
invaluable historical detail in the 
ivst book, and afterwards repeated 
vatiously in the fifth and sixth, 1s, 
ihat the Greeks were coniplete pla- 
clarists, and stole all their best con- 
célisin morality and philosophy irom 
the Hebrews, or the later Bardarian 

creeds, and invented little of their 
own but error and corruption.* The 
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Fmes de ch ordtigo: autav BapBacoe ro 
vi0" nts orape BapGapuce rasdeusevres, TE 
SU2E Keyes. e .. EAAwvés, umess aes Tides 
rs (quoting from Plato). Strom lib. 4. 75. 
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proofs of these thefts he brings 
against them inthe most accumulat« 
ed and entertalning variety 5; shrewd- 
ly and pointedly rem ikiny, from 
Selomon, “ Answer a tool according 
to his folly 3’) * To those that seek 
alier wisdom Jet us ofier their own.” 
&e.* ; but seidom,as we apprehend, 
speaking Of this philosophy with 
much respect, and giving no decisive 
opinion as to Ms origin, whetber from 
God or from ¢he fallen angels. In- 
deed we cannot but think. interpret- 
ing this ancien: Fathcr by himself, 
that bis notion ef these Gentile pro- 
phets and their prophecies fell very 
far short of any direct communica- 
tion trom above, and rather sup. 
posed the irregular transmission of 
certain original prophetic dogmas, 
which by Divine permission became 
convertible to some useful purpose.t 
The objection, which we must 
own we have, to the use of on 
morality Christlan schoois of in. 
struction, and as addressed to — 
tians, is two-loid: It is either Aor 
rowed—we MmuUSt Say stod-72, & x fvyae 
eiswg—from higher sources; avdiven 
it hus no more additional werebt or 
authority than a copy gives to en ori- 
ginal record: or else it is orzginal; 
and then it is on wrong j princi] sles, 
and consequently base <i alin 
worthless and dangerous. We shall 
not take up the tume of our readers 
by enlarging on these topics; any 
more than we would officiously in- 
trude on the notice of a man se well 
read, in all subjects connected with 
his sacred Ate spines as Mr. Jebb. 
the edmirable Disse: ion of Vitrin- 
aon this very subject, in his twe 


Te xupliotat2x tay deppatov, OTK EYXA- 
nied pe giAn@oTac. .... THe weeenutreac fe 
yoy ess tx¢ tay Baanvey ditdcSerne, w doy- 
ALTINN WPA MATSe Tic SsACTORCCG WH me 

vote tn ds 
nS Wpepnrs 
Strom 


f ~ 
aeypudus RATA SoH ETISAAAL UE 
TWARVHLLEV Ag TO eT SHEH PUL LAE yoy 
HUG MAAMPCPLAS PAM TUVIEVTAY, 2 EPsIEY, 
lib. v. 1. 
* See Strom. lib. v. 1, and lib. i 
+ See Strom, lib. t. 
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most excellent volumes of Sacred 
aiideuidiois. We shall only, andat 
the same time with deference, ob- 
serve on the present sermon oi Mr, 
Jebb, that to our — it affords an 
example of the very danger to which 
we have alluded, of pie hea 
then morality into juxtaposition wit! 
Christian principles. [tis suffici 
ly classical; but we do not readily 
find in it any of tne distinguishing 
features of true Caristanity. The 
very foundation of ail acceptable 
prayer, “the prayerot the upright,” 
upon Christian principl:s, is, we ap- 
prehend, adeep consciousness of un- 
worthiness in the offerer himself, 
with an entire rellance on the all- 
ayalline merits ef Hin * who ever 


liveth to make !ntercession for us.” 
It was the presenting ANGEL, and 
the molden censer, and the fire from 
the altar, that made the incense of 


the prayers of the Saints ascend 
with an acceptable odour befors the 
throne of the Great Ererna! Some 
have thought the sacrifice of © up- 


4 sflarar 1 eae reer 
richt” Abel, differed in this circum- 


Pr - ne ott won : ~el eo & . on a 
siance, “uS YW wth as in Orth SPS, og ti e 
, a, - Gs f | er? 
Taitniess ** sac rice ef th \ EQ 
- . = ? * ' 

Cain, Wililci)l WE BKRDOW Was } Qe 
¥ natin tr the Tonry:l ry \ o ; 
ninationa tO tne 24078, ve ii 


know the charm—=so with reverence 
to speak-—oi the Publican’s prayer 
in the sight of the high and holy 
Gad. And though Mr, Jebb quotes, 


with manifest feeling, the Divine in- 


* We are inclined to ques 
ew of a distinction made by Sir. Jebb ia 


the terms of his text, in p. 23. © Chserve, 

Ye : Says, wi the exqgiisite ys oe GLY ex. 
pression. The sacrifice of the wicked: the 
orayer of the upright. The ceremontal ob- 
servances of the one: the spiritual we ) 
OT “the other, It 1 iS ho t £2 id, tle j ras cr of 
the wicked: for, in the true, an] oniv ade 


quate import of the term, the wicked can- 
not pray "—Now both prayer aud sacrifice 


(sacrifice: is seem to us sacred acts, to 
which a man ts alike competent or alike: 
competent, ac cording to the sanetity of his 

art Praver 1 . vocal oll > SACTl- 
,an? prayer 


(May, 


vitations of Isaiah to the sinner, and 
even to those whose offences are of 
“ crimson’ and ** scarlet”? dye: 
thoush he beautifully Introduces 
“the first returning prayer” of the 
repentant prodigal as sssuredly de. 
lightful to God himself ;” yet we 
think the humble, self-abased, and 
penitential feelings e1 sendered by 

these truly Christian anc d characteris. 

tic passages, are somewhat lost sight 
of, when the preacher turns to “ the 
prayer of the upright, the confirmed, 
he victorious Christian,” as “ fecu. 
harly the delight?’ of the Supreme 
Being. 


© It is the delight of God, because il em. 
braces the sum and substance of all true 
religion; faith, and hepe, and love ; pnrity, 
humility, and heavenly desires. When 
the sood man prays to God, his spirit is 
i mang his heart is) enlarged, bis 
views are fullof immortality 
pours forth, indeed, the hopes and fears, 
the qovs end sorrows of his soul. But he 


h wise fo und a haven of tranquillity, in ae. 


and bliss He 


rdance with that rood and perfect will 
of GC. r 1. which to himis always acceptable. 
Wor is it for himself alone, that the good 


nan prays: nor is it on hims: If alone, that 
* draws down the dew of the heavenly 
He is, indeed, the instrument of 
eoodto many; and in that day, many shall 
sand catitim blessed. Elis family, 
ay Tee supporters of pt 
¢ order, the ornaments of social inter. 
course, tRe cullivaters of pure and unde 


led Nei i! devotions, 


filed religion, all share in his 
and, we may add, are all benefited by his 
ievotions ; fur the fer cally “wee tie pray- 
er of a righteous man, availeth much But 
never is his piety more deep and calm, 
never does he imbibe a larger portion of 
our Saviour’s spirit, than when his inter- 
cessions arise for those who have done or 
wished him evil; for those, who have 
pursued him with injuries that he did not 
merit, ore alumnies that be did not provoke. 
He is, in truth, an universal blessing: 
reaping the fruit of Christian piety, in the 
happiness of a Christian temper ; and 
largely diffusing that happiness around 
t 

i 


~ 


‘im: spreading the voice of j joy and health, 
throughout the dwellings of the righteous ; 

Jentailing the Divine blessing on those 
“lo come after | him, to the lates . genera- 
tions, His words are noted in the bockof 
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Man, at least as 


i818. | 


God’s remembrance : his prayers ascend 
gs a memorial unto God. ‘The four liv- 
ing cre acures, and the four and twenty 
eiders, fell down before the Lamb: having 
every one e of them harps, and golden vials, 
full : if odours, W thich are the praye crs of the 
These were the (transactions in 


saints.’ : } 

ket hen it was disclosed to the be- 
heaven, W ‘ ' | 
loved disciple, joun: these will be the 


jas in heaven, tillthe consumma- 
ton of all tinngs Thea shall the pure in 


heart ger God, fac <4 to face ; . uli ! fall 
a wn betore iS ys umrone ’ and €) fer up 
their prayers, and praises, and thanksgiv- 

hrough ail tae ages of ciernity '” 


transac. 


Ings, til 


In this otherwise exquisite pas- 
s05 we still want something, some- 

oto mark and distinguish it in a 
more effectual manner from those 
descriptions of Platonic purity, and 
philosophical refinement, and ideal 
virtue. which constitute add 
of the heathen school, and, according 
claim, 


thse clatin 
to that school, an ¢rreszstible 
on the notice and favour of a propi- 
tious Deity ;—sometibing, in short, io 
direct uy to that Spirit which alone 
helpeth our infimities, and most es- 


pecially our infirm petitions, by his 
sugrestions, his intercessions, his 


0ryKols eArAcAnTos¢—somethine to lead 
usto that pure and stmple, but sub- 
lime and edifying assurance, of Hit 
who at once procured and ciaiee 
himself; ** Whatsoever 
ve shall ask the Father 1n MY NAMEy 
He will give it you.” 

We have dwelt already too long 
on this sermon, or we should have 
stald to ask the exact meaning of the 
‘following passage in the opening, 


not wholly unconnected with the sub- 
ject of our late discussion on borrow- 
ed or original pagan impressions. 
“It is the expression” 


(namely, the 
Icetrine of the te xt} “of a feeling 
divinely engraven on the heart of 
Ca rey as his first re- 
Fail?’ | query, when 


} 


— Je mm the 


as that? }* and which not eventhe 
vorst con sequences ¢ of that Fall have 
[ ? 


“ver been able e ntire ly to de 
Query. ¢fface 2?) np 2? 


> | 
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But we must proceed to a very 
beauuitul and striking sermon, the 
Third, on the text Rom. xii. 2; “ Be 
not contormed ta this world: but be 
ye transformed, by the renewing of 
your mind.’’--We have here, under 
the two apparent heads of ** wnat we 
must resign, and what we must eme- 
brace, in order tobe happy here, and 
happy tor ever,” not indeed a very 
orderly or methodical prosecution of 
his subject under those distinctive 
eure neither have we, what it 
must be ownedis uncengenial to Mr. 
Jebb’s mind, a very accurate inves- 
tigation of duties and prohibitions, as 
a manual or directory ‘trom the 
City of Destruction to the Celestral 
Gate I ahi ve have one o. ihe 
most touching chara of elavated 
sentiment, pu re mor biy,and refined 
spiritt eo cioth in the most ap- 
propriate and hig rhilyv wiought dic- 
fron, that w e think this por any yvolome 
of late production wou I 
contain in the same s pace. We ure 
pleased with many ¢ 
of this sermon: as 


oo 
- 
. 
ae 
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~ 
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~ 
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‘© Saivation, tt is true, 1s very Commo 
restricted to the future worid ; to an esc aa 
from everlasting: misery, and a participa 

=, : 
b = 
tion of eternal enjoyme nt. Not suc h, how. 


; in 


on of the Gospel. We 


ever, is the salvatt 
are there instructed, that sin itself is mise- 
ry po its dominion, even in this life, a 
Sie ginning of heli; that righteousness is 
ap jiness, and its habitual mastery an an- 
ticipated heaven; that peace below, is the 
path to blessediess above; that salvation 
is of a spiritual nature, at once requiring 
and imparting spiritual a ttainments, to con- 
duct us through time, and prepare us for a 
biessed eternity.” pp. 43, 44. 

Again, the balance is well struck 
between exertion and prayer in the 


é J cf ears © ‘ r ed 
folowing passage. 


‘ We must use constant prayer, and un- 
remitting exertion, that we may be § t 
formed by the renewine ef our mind.’ 


r pd % ' 
We must, indeed, exert surselves, but in 


} a = 5 7 . A 
the iirst piace, and as our great reanc 
“* ¢ ee 1 - ® + — 
we must pray to Goa. ror, cann 
. . a? : Pad t = a ; 
Manton ipa Fn lint ver eye? Aw Shrent 


» 42 ive eT 
we cannot overcome tle world, unless we 
be previously born of God; we cannat be 
riade free from ihe law of sin and death, 
by “ily lower prin ciple than the taw of the 
spirit of life, in Chris: Jesus: * For this is 
the victorv that overcometh che world, even 
our faith. ” p. 49. 


We much admire, likewise, the 
author’s * decided, unequivocal, un. 
compromising” adopticn and en- 
forcement (in p. 51) of Scripture 
language : * The friendship of the 
worldis entity with God; whoever, 
therefore, is the friend of the worid, 
is the enemy of God.” Two re- 
marks aiso, atthe end of the sermon, 
we think worth noting for the edifi- 
cation of our readers. “In secular 
muiters, #o main may safely enjoy, 
whathe js not ready at all seasons 
to abrid ze, and at any moment to 
resign.” (p. 62). Aod a little fur- 
ther; ** He who bes renounced ail 
undue Co viormity to the worid, he 
who is transformed in the rencwing 
sf fkis mind. can attend without dis- 
truct'on to toe mMovemelhts of bis own 
spirit. Lois nevthor the business nor 
the charittes of fe which kee aman 
from se‘f arguaintance. Vo 

Oi the flowing and 
quence of this sermon we could give 
many specimens, much to tie satis. 
faction, we have no doubt, of our 
readers. as wellasourown. But we 
must content ourselves with one, 
which embraces likewise a s/alement 
on which we may offer a word in 
conclusion of our remarks upon it. 


attractive elae 


‘s But, let us pause a mement. What is 
the world?) Is it that system of nature 
and providence, which God himself hath 
formed, and hath appointed as cur present 
sphere of operation ? Is it that fair and won. 
drous fabric, which started into being at 
the creative word, when the morning stars 
sung together, and the sons cf God shout- 
ed for joy, and the Maker of al}, with tran. 
quil majesty pronounced, that all was very 
good? Is it that combination of cheerful, 
animated, co-operative action, by which 


mind is elicited, intelligence expanded, go- 


iff Jeid’s Se EV 226778 « May; 
d 


cial intercourse improved, benevolence ex. 
cited and employed, aud capacities marur. 
ed, for every tf, ne rue and hones, just 
and pure, lovely and ot g od report, virtw. 
ous and prarse-worthy 2?) Is this the world 
which we must renounce ? Js thas the post 
from which we must retre? Are we to 
forego our place ard ocespation in this 
mighty sphere; to cease to be men, that 
we may become Christians; to cease whe 
Christians, that we may pursue an ideal 
phantom of unattainable abstraction? (od 
forbid, my b-ethren! This ts God's world; 

and to malign it, to desert it, to despise it, 
were to fly in the face of its Maker and 
Preserver; were to forsake the very pur, 
pose of our being; and 10 rebingiutsh the 
instrumental means of our own reliving 
pertection. But there is, indeed, « worid, 
which the Scripture every where denvun. 

ces; conformity to which, 1s se tomes, 
ruin, That worl 1, so lamentably degrad: 4 
and debased by wicked men and wicked 
spirits; that agitated and distracted sceue 
of feverish activity, impassioned conflict, 
visionary hopes, and real misery, which ex. 
ists every Where around us ; but through 
which, the faithful Christian is privileged 
to move, [ke the three children, through 
the burning fiery furnace, loose and with. 
cuthurt. For upon him the flame hath no 
power, neither is the hair of his head 
singed, neither hath the smell of fire passed 
on him. And how, indeed, should he be 
injured?) For another walketh with him; 
even ihe Son of God.” pp, 52—54, 


Not to mention a little unexpectec 
dardness ia the turn of the last sen 
tence or two, which is pot uncommon 
in Mr. Jebb’s pepzes, may we net o¢ 
allowed to suevest whether the dis 
tinction here attempted, between th 
two kinds of “ worid,’ 
thing of that éndistinctness, ane 
Wet f accurate discrimination 
an important occasion, which we 


ne BN Cc We 
lias not some 
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cf . | Ti nw 
have betore had to notice Ci 
oe Tac ot a al et “ty en osha alte i of the 
haps t(nere are some pPOrmiGiss Ves 


. , e 
world, so finely pol 
whicn it 


intellectual 
trayed by Mr. Jebb, to 
may nevertheless be as dangerous 
to conform?’ ourselves, as te the 
more diabolical world described # 
the close of this passage as is 
counterpart, We think a Hit 
more of a spiritual and religious 
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colouring thrown on that side of the 
word to which we @re to be confurim- 


and ntached, with a Pele Jess 
yy ef shode on that portion of tt 
1, is clone represented as the 
of dead, wou'd tiave led usto 
medina in iiself. or at least 
aps less he ty tO misicad 
om who shovtd be ansiou: 
won tHe choice OLnls spe 

t ‘ C. 

We reprei ; wnabie to add 
Al } if { qhif 1 ‘ Sct tal i} 
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ON ! m2 ED r 
sere G i> ri} i ib bay Dy 
wd cate ‘ » WeHicl He 4s 
Fee iy t rous Gi DH ne 
those ar 5. lm rererence tk 

ch ms of time and the falhes 
of tne avorid,’’? (See pn. £8.—617) 
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OUSC. + ‘ > had Je oF tae’ ies | > hiiOe 
1. { se ee } 
t + (TOrm La! 5 iG Ore Varad, on CuiCc 
dais ia " ; r . i * } 2 rye) 
cellats of alite-awakened CMaLIaA- 
} ' } - { a. ean 
m= JULI Mastrative of his OWN 


WUSst 


take place Ww hhin Oo ITSelVES, by the 
“touch” of Divine race on the 
before we can effectually “obey 
the blessed tnvitation’’ of ihe text 


EERO, 


onthe text Rom. xiv. i7 : & ‘the 
kinedem ct (.0d0 ts not meet ‘ia 
drink > bucrimehteousness, and pcace, 


We find 


cted, 


ey bp eae oan ) ae Pee 8 . 
dig jor inthe ttoly Ghost.” 
? 


} , . - ‘ . } | . » an ea 
here, aS We sisuid have expe 


oe: simon aa N . : a nite aie 
Minmauy sironmy apa pointed practicas 
A 4 yt , } ’ t a $7 . tr ‘ ’ 

cormas, what Christ anity ze ; some- 


tag lessof its negative character 
nnd more of its positive. Itis justly 
observed, in the opening, that ‘¢ it 
nas ever been the prev valent error of 
faise velizion, in various shapes and 
to substitute things outward 
- bir guneray for things inward 
And to this is subs 
Christ, pera No. 197 
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joined, in a note, the potent maxim 
of our great moralst, “ To find a 
substitute fur violutcd morality, is the 
cading feature lua alt perversions of 


r y og a 
( Bos ue lr S £.t7€ of Johne 


oie 23 
reliirion, 


son.) 


In contradicttlon to thise-—-at 
once in op] 


yusition to the savare and 
aa a ey eee is ; 
riooiny SUC ‘ ONS ot Une heathen 
eee x ae . oS a aly ae oe ‘~ 
WOT 5 the ti} pi cr tical union of 
rupulesity in trilles with bardihood 
mn r ws er > ¥ >} rian ' T>} "he: bey » 
fi} GC) seb, Mave ste IN NAP Saice iw 
cords ; towether with the neo tess 
°; = ee wt 7 : imate +, = 1 os 
COIigd, COMIMPUESS. al Thdase “fAgco vy 
Oo; Caristlanity, prevatent at this very 


Uay— 


“The kingdom of Gad,” 
Jebb, “is rizereousmess. tis the glorious 
distinction of Chrisitanity, to provide for 
lete establishment of holiness tn 
the hearts of men. If any law could have 
given this inward life, then, we are assur. 
ed, righteousness should bave been by the 
law of Moses. But laws cannot alter the 
constitution of the soul Laws cannotim- 
plant new desires, infuse now habits, com: 
municate new powers. Lhey may, indeed, 
by an cutWward borce, restrain our outward 
actions. ‘But they cannot move the inte. 
rior springs of our conduct ; for our natu. 


tne com] 


ral Jispos tions are stronger than any law 
Here, the n, is the teinmph of Christianity. 
ona ‘whatthe law could not do, in tha 
it sweak througu the desh, God, send- 


athe bis own Sou, in the ikeness of sinfal 
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the 
flesh; that the rmahteousneas of the iaw 
might be — Ned in us, who walk not ai- 
t after the Spt” Such 
is our high c allie our heavenly destina 
tion, our spiritual privilege, even above 
patriarchs and prophets under God’s for 


mer GISPChsalic ns. 


ter the fies! , but 


‘: This deen spiritual character, may be 
discerned in every department of the Cliris- 
tiensvstem. It animates those very pas 
sages of Scripture, which have been least 
resorted to for practical purposes. Thus, 
when we thank our Gad, ‘ that in Christ 
we have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins,” we should do 
infinite injustice to that all-sufficient sa 
crifice, by suffering cur minds to repose 
upon an atonement offered, a sentence 

reversed, a future punistiment averted, 
These, indeed, are very great and precious 
benefits. Our whole time, our whole mb 


stance, our whole lives, would be too little 
to repay them, 
~ Pe 


But our eratitude. ov 
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‘ove, and cur holiness, will be unspeakably 
the full conviction, that 


Neightened by 
forgiveness, include a 


redemption and 
rescue fromthe power and tyranny of sin. 


lt is with this conviction tn our minds, and 


with the personal experience of it in our 
hearts, that we can alone justly appreciate 
the practous endertaking of our Redeem- 
er? on. fi— 

4 


Further on we have the loilowing 
short, but mostable and original, de- 
lineation of “religion, at the just 


efeht aad in ats tull proportion.’ 


Doss > and arimates the entire 
nan. In the understanding, it is Know- 
fedve. int ; e, tis obedience ; inthe 
mvs in our conversa- 
‘nness, gentleness, 


affections, 1 
Lion, is imodesty, « 
quietness, candenr ; is our secular con- 
cerns, itis uprighiness, integrity, Penéerosi- 
ty. tis the regulation ofuur desires, the 
government of Cur passions, the harmo- 
nicus union of whatsoever thmys are true, 
honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good re- 
port, virtuous and praiseworthy. It is a 
partaking of the Divine nature; a confu- 
mity to the image of God’s Son; a putting 
on of the Lord Jesus echiist ; OV, th the 
still more expressive languaye of the Apos- 
tle, it is Christ sormed within us.” pp. 78, 
79, 

We lament that we cannot proceed 
to the next paragraph, describiig, in 
avery touching manner, the Divine 
andeffectual energy by which ** the 
representatiou PIVEN inthe New Tes- 
tament of our blessed Saviour” wouid 
acton thesoul, “?fitwere duly inr- 
hressed ufion our hearts and minds by 
the Spirit of God.” “ Christ would 
then become at once tie blessed 
source andthe bright model of our 
Christianity.”"—To Mr. Jebb’s state- 
ments.on the subject of the agency 
of the Divine Spirit on the heart, as 
an essential and al] important pre- 
requisite for the commencement, 
continuance, and completion of the 
spiritual life, we have nothing mate- 
rial to object. We confess we have 
been occasionally not satisfied with 
some tndividua! references to that 
doctrine, taken alone, as appearing 
inadeanate to its importance, and im. 


or rainel 
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plying only that general presump. 
tion of assistance,* which even the 
heathens indulged at times, but from 
which the express, peculiar, and mos; 
gracious promise of the Holy Ghos; 
the Comforter, the privilege and glo. 
ry of the New Dispensation, should 
always, we think, be strongly distin. 
guished, 
wn occasional weight and distince. 
ness, of these references, have ing 
great mecsure Countervaiied in oyp 
minds the wecker impression of some 
solitary ones. Jiut not so, we mus: 
be free to own, the references made 
by Mr. Jebt to the equally, the all. 
Important doctrine of the Atonement. 

We cannot but think our readers 
will bave ,one much of the way be- 
fore Us, in our remarks on the lunge; 


Lhe number, howe ver, 


Passage quoted above, aS containing 


full view of the meap- 


the word “+ righteousness” 
text; of As meaning, also, ir 
uw bordering passage, quoted from 
Rem. vil. 3 and, fuither, of sts mean. 
Ing considered raore generally, as 
sud and essential feature, 
the substance and substra 
tum itsel!, of ine whole Christian 
system delivered in the sermon, It 
wil! be observed, that the notion of 
justification, so strongly, and often 
so exclusively, attached by St. Pau! 


n 


to the word “righteousness,” | sina 
wris, dimeiwue,) more especialy i 
that very Epistle from whence the 
text is taken, 1s not so muchas hint 
ed at by our preacher, It shoul: 
seem as if, in making that slende 
allusion tothe * all-sufficient sacti- 
fice” of Christ, towards the close © 
the quotation, he had pointedly avoiu" 
any attuchment of the word 
“‘ righteousness” to its forensic oF 
uridical sense, aS expressive 0 


in that sacrifice. Ané 


it surely is impossible, with every 


* Aan 
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disposition to do justice both to the 
passage and to the — no to say 
shat the introduction of the doctrine 
of the atonement at all, in such a 
hasty, perfunctory, and ceremonzotss 
manner, reflects no honour whatever 
upon it @ thab place; and thet, in- 
deed, it might have been ‘* more 
honoured” by the total respecitul 
omission, than by such a bare com- 
alimentary dismissal of it. 

* Weare not prepated to detain our 
veaders With aby lony investigation 
of the term in question, as used in 
the text; though, since it has no 
immediate key trom tie contexs, it 
might be proper to Interpret it by 
‘he use of the word “ tirhteousness” 
in other parts of the Epistle 3* 
nether Shall we do more than ex- 
press Our decided opinion that Mr. 
febb Aas affixed a wrong interpre- 
‘ation to the two other passages from 
St Paulethe one from the Heurews, 
(then should have 
been by the law; ” the other from 
Rout wile 3, 4, already referred to: 
in both which cases, not sunctifica- 
tion solely, but justification primari- 
ly, we believe to have been intend- 
ed.* But we have a wish to state 
generally our creed upon this point, 
which we offer with all deference to 
the consideration of our readers, and 
of Mr. Jebb, should be condescend to 
number himself amongst them. in 
particular. In a few words, it is this: 
that, ever since the fall of man, one 
only revealed method of return to 
Cod, or acceptance with him, has 
been pointed out to us; and that the 
whole Scripture plan, as well as eve- 
"v successive dispensation, was ap- 


os af) ) 
? rohte OUST?ESS 


~ 


* See particularly chap. iii. 26 to the end 


_t See also, in p. 241, Mr. Jebb’s explica- 
lonof the passage Rom. vi. ‘ Ye are not 
under the law, but under grace.” Indeed, 
ve must be free to apprehend that the 
+ocirines and arguments of the Apostle, 
‘hroughout this very important Epistle, 
Nave not formed a subiect ef very close 
rudy with onr author. — 
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pointed to shew that method to be 
througha Mediator ; that taith in that 
Mediator was to be ever the first lee 
gitimate step towards such a return ; 
and that. this step once firmly taken, 
reconciliation would be considered as 
effecicd; and that from this reconcili- 
ation, through the power of the Holy 
Ghost bestowed on them that believe, 
wouid flow ail corresponding truits, 
“all hoty desires, all good thoughts, 
and all just works,” and, in a word, 
the image of God be visibly renewed 
and re-impressed upon the soul, tt 
is this complex transaction between 
Goud and te soul of man, with al its 
happy and saving events, wooch car 
sillutes, ip our nowon, the lull Ser. 
tural accepration of the term | 
teousness: and, cousegerniiv, th 
term isto.us withoul a meanitiir, Cx. 
cept seen through the vi: 1ious Slages 
(expressed or implied) here enume- 
rated: wor, as anovier consequence, 
could we, consistentiy with our views, 
omi the enumeration, when formally 
and doginatically sicting our plan of 
Gospel salvation, in connection with 
the all-comprelcusive term in gues- 
tion. 

One bad consequence of depre¢ 
ing, in the slightest degree, either bs 
word or deed, by cmission or over! 
act, the value or importance of this 
great Charter of our salvation, next to 
that of coniravening the direct pur- 
pose of God, and withholding ‘*the 
honour due unto his” Son’s * name,”’ 
is that of expunging from our Cata- 
logue of Christian virtues many of 
those truly characteristic graceswhich 
esscnually hang upon a full, explicit, 
and even copious, ayowal of the great 
doctrine of the Atonement. Deep con- 
trition lor sin; anaffecting sense ofits 
malignity, with the utmostabhorrence 
of repeating those crimes * for which 
Christ died;” gratitude to the Su- 
preme [ather, who wiiled, and the co- 
equal Son, who, “ even wien we were 
enemies,” executed this wonderful 
plan of redemption for us; an entire 
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and prostrate submission of the heart 
to such a mysterious and bumbling 
method of restoration to the Divine 
favour; with by far the most powers 
ful argument withtn the whole circle 


of morals, within all the powers of 


persuasion or reach of invention, tor 
influenciny the heart of “the redcem- 
ed.” to the same love wherewith 
‘¢Christ hath loved us and died for 
us :’’—-these area few of those eraces 
and pious dispositions which we cx- 
pressiy learn atthe foot of the expia- 
tory Cross, and by which He, who 
Was there “hited up,” powerfully 
“draws all men unto bim.7’—— Mr. 
Jebb bas recommended, in a note, 
toread and direst Barrow’s three 


~T 


. ‘ ‘ 
2 8s ° : ‘ ayv ry iy Pea ; ae antias 
$e! Ce UES, Ot GOI? aera aaa Lae > N 4 nS 
we er YS Se . ett enw ‘see 
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note p. 93.) Vc mus me jCave io 
Are bt &) f ' t4 t 3) > MA reys¢ i r 7 Tr 
«ce CQvxriidhe ‘a , L € 7b ca Dekb Ja ast 
Se ae. _— Je ‘ +} p* ’ ey 
Je) S EEAMETS « , Ping G: the 


= , siete lala . e ¢' T Des 
enime Matchless writer, Gnu the Pas- 


sion of our bicssed Saviour, in which 
he has inde eG aimest exh: azusted that 


topic wh ic fs is ine xh: 1USU0: le . and De To 
ticularly in its linportant influential 


tendencies on the heart, character, 
*\ oie’ -¢ wa "| % ‘ at. ‘ 1. “’ j ayo ¢ bee 
anGd commit. Vy OC ciglalan WE Erceive 
ee ee ia i ee ce 2 a ; 
oF HCE 1} wal. Jebb ’ Ai giak 
tion of the Corisstan’s moral iigh- 


et, MOLI. ar uSst. + MOM tic Drey Lone Be 
y) 


. 
deficizucy to which we 
alinuded 


Anozber 


consequence we micat 


hint at from this onmitssion, is thai of 


throwing over the very virtues and 
attainments oi the Chrisuian that are 
specified, something of a be 
boastful hue, which we think misbe- 
conn, creatures “in their best es- 
tate, ard much more sinners inany. 
It was the very fault of ¢ | 
that * dead fly” which was sufficien: 
to convert the whole perfume oftheir 
choicest purities into renk cultap- 
ion and offence, that they made a 
hoastof their virtue, and considered 
t a sufficient plea for demanding fa- 
‘our, nay, for placing themselves, 

her moments of self eleva- 


’ ae he 
Cis fist 


: 
ae 


3 


[May, 


tion, on an equal pedestal with the 


Divinity himself. We by no means 
charge,even " thourht, the language 
or the mind of Mr. Jebb with such 
presumption ; but we think that ma- 
ny of his expressions might be mis. 
construed into w pharisaical and self. 
righteous meaning ; neither can we 
think such a passage as the following, 
wholly tree from blame im itself, up. 
guarded by any previous declarations 
of the extrinsic meritorious principle 
on which all depends. 


** Have you never experienced how de. 
lightful it is te sahdue a single wrong pas. 
sion, to perform 4 single bencvolent action, 
to yive ove cuo co! coid Water, in the name 
of Jesus Christ ¢ Hf, then, the fecling be so 
precious, which flows frora a solitary act of 

indness, es there be a peace i this work, 

Gem: rable to thai which must result from 
habsiude cf groocwess; of which 

30d is feltte be, at ence, ibe motive, the 

wuthor and the exceeding great ceward ” 
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ee 


that yer 3 and abiding “ repentance, 
wiih all its happy fruits, “ unto sale 
vation, not to be repented of.” A 
sense of pardoned sin, is, we aie 
persuaded, amongst the first incen 


‘ 4 
tives and mig ee motives toa goc 
ly life. Jy 


fed freciv.’? we te" 
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& walk religiously in good works.” 


are thet, perhaps 5, best pre- 
for giving the cup ot cold 
a disciple, and 
dowh the precious boon of 
the aitar of faith, when 


And Wwe : 
pares alike ae 

Pe 9° al rhe Pirie! c O 
wate ll . 
for payers 


{ ahi 


life 1tses- fice 4 . - 

the janzuage oi the heart is most tul- 
ii so Y . 

ly in a cordance with that of the 


iove Dita bec 
‘“ He lov us. and 
@ propitiati 


~ 


or ee We ause ne 
‘ 4) cf ‘ nal e © 4 BI 
Apusetes 36 
grat }ored US: 
i —_ 
v l<“ ils Soh to ba 


. *»s 


en 
n for 


tT; this Importent que sion, we re- 
we are ely desirous to 
mnissue with) Mr.Jebt on the ground 
of practice itself, We feel. pe rhaps 
more strongly than some rei, 1onists, 
some segura at least, of the pre- 
gcric Cay, scom to feel, that penctarat 
rel! gion is the ercat end of the Enbie, 
gid of very dispensaiici reco! ‘ded 
‘itr and we turn with disgust and 
mdiy p mation, ereat we are Sure as any 
Mr, "Tebb can feel, from that worth- 
lessness of Character, as well as “a 
verty of under standing, that can mak 
any doc trine whatever a substitute for 
morality ; or can build upon the lof- 
Hest pretensions—=pretensions they 
could only be—to gratitude for a Sa- 
yiour’s merits, the slightest allowed 
deviation from a Saviour’s precepts, 
spirit, and example. We strongly 
admire in this what we are 
persuaded was meant in no other, the 
powerful quotation given inthe Note 
from Richard Baxter’s Preface to 
the Confession of Faith, beginning, 
“Christ came not to possess God 
with any false opinion of us: nor ts 
hesuch a physician as to perform duet 
asupposed or reputative cure.’ We 
lament to omit the remainder ; as we 
also do, im resuming our progress, to 
omit, in Mr, Jebb’s notes, a most ex- 
uisite and touching extract from a 
private epistolary Communication of, 
we believe, a well-known and em!- 
nentcorrespondent. The first lines 


re 


fe as follows: 


Strony 


r ; 
}.i 4 
o 

| ) 


sense, 


“ Yesterday, as I was walking in the 
“teets, L asked myself, What is Christiant- 


* It is, answered my mind, a Divine sys- 
spiritual attractions, by which. 


em of who- 
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soever gives himself to them, is effectually 
drawn out of the otherwise invincible en- 
tanglements, and inextricable ntnieneten, of 
this dark, miserable, polluting, heart -lace< 
rating world ; (the easy rou xocmou roupcu'— 
the sicucia Twv noTmoxpxtop@y, Tou THOTOUS, 
vTov ti@vo, routov) and led forth into what 
David has described as preen pastures, be- 
side the still waters ; or what St. Paul has 
emphatically called ZQ2H KAI EI{PHNH: 
LIFE and PRACE.” —— p. 97. 





-—\We cannot proceed: neither can 
we do more than allude to the frezty, 
rather than * eaguisite, Hymn to Con- 
tentment,” by Parnell, of which Mr. 
Jcbb properly thinks he has disco- 
vered something like the original in 
Cardinal Bone’s Divina Psalmodia. 
But, in teuth, between the Interest of 
the notes and the matter of the ser- 
tnons we find our own time, and we 
fear that of our readers, already re- 
fusine the increasing demands made 
upon them. 

The Fifth Sermon is on Hebrews 
xi, 8—-10: 


‘ By faith, Abraham, when he was called 
to “ » out Into a plac e which he should af- 
terward receive for an inheritance, obeyed. 
And he went out, not knowing whither he 
went. By faith, he sojourned in the land ot 
promise, as ina strange country; dwelling 
in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the 
heirs with him ofthe same promise. For 
he looked for a city which hath foundations 

whose builder and maker is God.” p 99, 


In this discourse Mr. Jebb consi- 
ders that part of the character of this 
lilustrious patriarch, which is 
cluded In the following 
mary : 


in- 
short sum. 


“Let us then, for a time, accompany the 
patriarch. Let us witness his de parture 
from lis own country; bis conduct in the 
land of promise ; and the prosperity which 
be there enjoyed. Let us examine the na- 
ture of that Divine principle, which was 
- source, at once of his virtue and enjoy- 

ent. Andtletus derive matter both of 
mstruction and encourageme from his 


+ 


illustrious example.” p. 10] 


Were we to accon mpany the vene. 
rable patr larch, with his 


panegri ist, as 


-¢ ne oe bee 
attractive 


far as our ieelings 





r 
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would dictate, we should follow him 
through mauy stares of this pleasing 
and picturesque sermon: we should 
find ourselycs quitting, with the il- 
fustrious wanderer, “bis country—— 
qaat mame which embraces all the 
eharities of life :” “ his father’s house 
m-that residence of purity, and inno. 
cence, fidunreserved affection,which 
we love to recal amidst the cares and 
competitions of a selfish world, and 
which awakens in prodigals them- 
selves the embers of their carly vir- 
tue.’ p. 103. We should follow bim 
to that strange land, where, moderate, 
and generous, and disintercsted, 


‘the, who purchased a tomb for the dead, 
would establish no residence for the living. 
He built no house; he founded no city; a 
distinction, to which, from wealth and in- 
finence, he might have readily attained. 
He preferred, for it was the will of God, the 
unambitious retirement of the pastoral life. 
‘He dwelt in tabernacles, with Isaac and 
Jacob, the heirs with him of the same pro- 
mise.’”’ p. 103. 


We should share with him his patrio- 
tic triumpls (so to speak) over Che- 
dorlaomer and the other hostile kinws; 
and “the righteous boldness of the 
patriarch” in his “ reasonings, expos- 
rujations, and intercessions” for de- 
voted Sodom : and, finally, we should 
sit with him at bis tent door, tn “cour- 
yy delicate, unosten. 
tatious, Mowing trom the ecnerosity 
of the heart,’ whereby “ hic enter. 
tnined ungeis unawares 5 cntertained 
the Angel of the Covenant ” p. | 
~-~Under these various and skilful, 
vet just, delineations of our preaci 
the very wilderness of the patriarchal 
sojourn sccnis *to rejoice and blos- 
som as the rose ;” and the virtues of 
the righteous, thejustified, Abraham, 
appear, even then, as the pine tree, 
the box, and the myrtle of prophetic 
promise, to spring in the desert. 
This sermon scems to us to ex- 
specimen of admirable keefi- 
img throughout. When the preacher 


feous hospital 


ae 
Pmolii a 


- s 


y 


r 
og ®ernions, 


( M ay, 


comes to the applieation of his syb. 
ject, and particularly to the inyegtj, 
sation of that master-principle, under 
whose operation such powerful ef, 
fects were visible in the character 
and conduct of the patriarch, he pur. 
sucs the same train of domestic ang 
social affections which had before 
occupicd his thoughts, and beautifully 
and appropriately illustrates his no. 
tion of ‘faith’? by the feelings enter. 
taindédl in the human breast towards 
sa father” and “a friend.” —=‘Faith,” 
he observes, far from being a cold 
conviction of the understanding, js 
“the grateful assurance of an impress. 
ed and interested heart.... Throuchout 
the Scripture, it is the delight of God 
to reveal liimsc!f as the Friend and 
Father of mankind......... 


“ Let us, then, descend into our own hearts, 
Wii isit that we confidently rely upon the 
fidelity of an attached friend ; that we calm. 
ly repose in the tenderness of a good pa 
rent? Not, diy, from any tabouved 
proof, that our friend is ay honest man, that 
our parent is not unnatural. No, my bre. 
thren. Itis not by reasoning that we esicem 
our friends, or reverence our parents, Hap. 
pily for the world, there is, in these matters, 
a moral and ailec- 


assures 


a sort of human faith ; 
tionate persuasion, which is, undoubtedly, 
the noblest instinct of our nature. And 
where God, and religion, and eternity, are 
the objects ; and where Divine grace is the 
originative fountain, the holy and happy 
principle of faith,resembles in kind, though 
it infinitely excels in degree, the confidence, 
complacency, and calm repose, with which 
we reccive the instructions of a wise friend, 
ov imbibe the lessons of a venerable parent 


“Such was the faith of Abraham. And 
is it wonderfi!, that such a faith should 


produce the richest and most imperishable 
fruiis 2” pp. 109, 110. 


In this description, of what perhaps 
must be called * implicit faith,” Wwe 
think we perecive a leaning to anold 


aster above mentioned, who forbids 
laboured and demonstrative prods 
of the providence of God, and ‘ 
the result of that providence, 
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cconomy of salvation; and would 
lay them down rather as first prin- 
which itis impious to doubt 


ciples 

and captious to dispute.* We are 
pot sure, that, In these days of free 
onan and what is miserably tits- 
named frec-thinking, we are at !th- 


erty to lay the foundations of 
«frst imutbs” quite so broad as th 
yiew Ob might seem to ree 
quire; and it is indisputable, that, 
though we do not reason on the quail- 
des ofa father and a friend, we trust 
neither without considerable, 
and even long, course of satisfectory 
experience of “their claims on our con- 
nce and regard, ‘This expeti- 
snot of the Divine benevolence, is, in. 
deed, as far as It goes, the strongest, 
because an intuitive, evidence of the 
its existence and its loveliness. But 
thecase is otherwise, when our faith 
isrequired to extend itself to objects 
beyond the immediate reach of ob- 


1 | itor 
Lilithess 


a very 
« 


dé 


servation and experience. The 
great doctrine of a future state, and 


its uitendant Circumstances, us un- 
folded by revelation ; the method of 
recovery for lost sinners, through the 
intervention and gracious assis!: 
ofa Redeemer; the world as tui 
‘ the world as recovered irom the 
fects of the fall; do not, 
celve, so immediately strike on the 
apprehension, lead the ahchesent and 
capiivate the will and the affections, 
as the mere conclusions of natural 
theology. ‘The strong and command- 
Ing powers of reason, tio less than 
the involuntary impulse of natural 
instinct, seem here to be laid under 
requisition: and though it is very 
ide—we deeply fecl it--that a su- 
preme exercise of Divine power ts 
hecessary to bring these last, a5 in- 


ince 
fen 4 


we Cone 
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deed any coctrines respecting the 
Divine Being, effectually home to 
tie heart; yet we should ve sorry 
to allow that the true believer 1s 
made what be is, ciherwise than 
through the medium and with the 
consent of his understanding, Per- 
bans this view of faith, as rather an 
insiluctive principle, may have con- 
nacd the preacher, more thep was on 
the wiiole desirable, to the feinporad 
circumstances, blessings, and hopes 
of the faithful Abrabam; and to have 
excluded that further and more su- 
bliime Obsect of faith, which, on the 
highest authority, we are informed 
Was the secret ascendant of the pa- 
triarch’s mysterious course: * Your 
father Abraham rejoiced to see M¥ 


day: and he saw it, and was elad,”” 
The real scope of true scriptural 


faith, under dispensation, 


every 
@¢ 


was, we heve no cCoubt, intended 
to be something unseen, spiritual, 
future, eternal, The land cof pro- 


mise; the cAr/d of promise ; his mi- 
raculous birth and subsequent recep- 
lion. * in a ficure, as it ** from the 
dead; the innumerable seec = bles. 
sing of all the farnilles of earth 5 
ference in » Adee 
rh ss throng ha glass 
3, Events, 
sume ob- 


had doubttess alla rel 
bam’s mio’. th 
darkly,” to spiritual object 
and persons, I[tis to those 
jects we should be taught ina most 
to di ‘ect the eye, 
the ear, the hand of faith; and in 
ing presented to the senses 
christians should be 
tauehe to see all that Abraham really 
saw by spiritual discernment—nay, 
should be led even wo higher views, 
proportionate to their clearer light, 
But we proceed ; and we shail not 
dwell particularly on the close of 
this sermon, which we think inferior 
to the beginning, and not distinct 
it professes tc 
our own required 
a 


ae 
Rye ay! . ramner a 
ecw I Wias ~ i 5) 


eyeru th 


,es F tad 


of Abrah: MN, 


embrace, namely, 
relinquishment of presen 
ges, comforts, and en ij OY meiits, atthe 
call of religious principle. ‘1 Pian fol 


lowing admoni ition we think strongly 
expressed, 











Anu 


‘“‘Christ himself most solemnly assures 
us, that the tenderest of human connec- 
tions may fatally obstruct our progress in 
religion ; that, between those connections 
and religion, when opposed to each otber, 
we must make a decided choice; and that, 
according to that choice, we shall deserve 
or not deserve, the name of his disciples; 
we shall inherit, or not inherit, the joys of 
bis etevnal kingdom.” p. 118. 


But we apprehend the original, ne- 
cessury, and essential derelictions of 
the Christian, every Christian, go 
much farther and strike much deeper 
than those occasional and contingent 
sacrifices which may possibly here 
and there meet him in the progress 
of hiscareer, lodeed, we apprehend 
that little was on this occasion con- 
templited by the preacher, beyond 
the single circumstance of forsaking 
bad ** companionship,” and the many 
temporal rewards which may await 
such surrenders conscientiously and 
courageously made. 

‘The notes to this sermon are ina 
high degree entertaining, and tm- 
structive, and shew much Classica! 
reading, much tastc, and in some 
cases much originality and ingenuity. 
We must content ourselves with a 
bare reference to a very able cne on 
the hospitslity of Abrabam as com- 
pared with the same virtue tn pagan 
records; also one on °° the good old 
age” of the patriarch, compared with 
the cruda viridisque senectus, &c. of 
heathen writers; and one, likewise, 
whicn we should be happy to give. 
on the universal application of scrip- 
tural facts and characters to all times 
and countries. 

Having investigated, in company 
. with our preacher, through his first 
five sermons, the more gencral fea- 
tures and fundamental principles of 
the Christian character, we come 
Dow to some of a more particular 
and occasional nature; of which the 
four next might be called official, or 
liturvical—-the two first treating on 
the Observance and the Advantage 
of the Sabbath; the next containing 
a free exposition and practical im- 
provement of the Collect for the Sc 
cond Sunday in Advent; and the 
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fourth, that is, the Ninth in the eq), 
lection, being a Sermon for Easter 
day. To these we must, through 
necessity rather than choice, pay a 
more limited attention ; as well WS to 
three sermons, still in reserve at the 
close, on occasional subjects, 

The two sermons, the Sixth and 
Seventh, on ihe Sabbath, we Shall 
consider together, bavinge the same 
text, from Isaiah Ivili. 13, 143 «yf 
thou turn away thy foot from the 
Sabbath, from doling thy pleasure on 
my oly day ; and call the Sabba: iA 


“ae a ; c w . 
delight, Pine holy Of The Lore. sion. 
' t : ; 
- y > oe ty ’ i * mr ss ‘ 
OUTADIC > @hAGa sitai nonour DIM, wot 
7 ae ee . 7 
doing thine own ways, nor fiadire 
‘= . >] 
' 2 ‘a . y ‘ s* 3. Be 
thine OWD Pucasure, BOr Speaking 
v 
thiarye 44) re ‘ ee 
thine owh w tS 5 SHEN sail thou 
aticrh+ ¢! wit aan 4 ’ 
Gciignat toys ts in the Lord,’ 
cena rg tr , 5 
In. the second of snese we haye 
b = : F 
: = ~ilrvaariry, ese * . ‘ . ” 
tre AUIIO VW hy PCCLP alton Ui tne 
P . = ‘ { ‘ : 
heads Ol tne 1 Sty W hoch yv ANNAN 
to or] ‘ ey eo een nk 
. Uald} . 4 a sT! tye tac€ s0rtion v7 
a - 


the text, will raos. conveniently ex. 
ane & Bes = : " FAG os 
plun the plen of the preacher. 
j ; a 
Wiich the 4/ 


sings Of .he Subdath are pled: 


Pee coudiirans on 
“an 
a 

a ° b Ad ‘ . ‘ a] < 
are, acCoraine lo Mr. Jebvb, six: (0 
1665 


2. A relinjuistiment of all common 
business, and all ordinary pleasure, op tie 
Sabnath dav.” [Lf thou turn away th; fost 
from the Sabbath, from duing thy p casure oi 


€s l, Y 


ny holy day. | 


©3. A delight in the peculiar occupt 
tions and enjoyments of the Sabbail.” 


[ Awd call the Sabbath a delight] 


“4, A conscientious dedication of the 
Sabbath to our personal improvement ! 
holiness and virtue.” [The boly of 
Lord } 


«5. A serious desire to promote the how 
our of the Sabbath, by our public and ui 
deviating example.” [ Honourable } 


“6 And such a renunciation, on 
Sabbath, of our own ways, our own ple 
sure, and our own words, as, in due ses 
son, and by Divine assistance, will make 
the ways of God, our chosen way’: 


the pleasure of devotion, our favourlt | 


pleasure ; and the words of eternal ule; 
. 1 HS! 

the theme of our most cheerful, ™ 
Aplialhtt) £9 rs 


animated, and most dels 

















aay 


Col. 
ter 
Neh 
) a 
a$ 10 
. the 


and 
shal] 
ame 
wT 


Co 
St 
> 


make 


ways ’ 
gurite 
| ile, 


acl 
mo 


‘ ee 








rhine NWN ‘8 3 , 


ahing thine own words. | 


The introduction of these several 
heads in the sermon itself) and the 
metod in Which they are miade to 
D out of another, and each to 
mount 11 requirement hieher than 
she preceding, are crminent ly happs 

and in Mr. Jeub’s best style. Asa 
c ectnat nD, We shali oive the 


9 ’ GUC 
aris pei 
arise Gi 


couclu- 


} .) 
: on Se .< 08° { 3] ‘ 
eat f iit urd ana oC Paige Ob Lire 
S$1Gi ; 
Fou Ae ey Alte oF recommcudiny 
; rl a ? *° vad ot é 
} glove Qo) er Sun iV, tO Cees GS wh Uae 
Pro iit, tac He eacher admonishes us, 
tp .. : , i t2 ity . 
re IC Gal IT CSSIDNS Cas€ O1 Datiidin, 
mer even thls is not chouLka. 
aids © S 
1 ‘ : ! si > _ 
tis but too certain, that manv in the 
- . * a 2 
Christ@n \ id, dave resemobied this Un. 
. ' 
, neophets have relished the ex- 
t | , 
een ) g Fe both, Wa | tal mirvip rec 
yo ‘ se ae hae 
66 hl i« mtd iOS | hase Oromietae tiem- 
. s - ‘ ops by bce a at , 
selves to encourace the terrible Cvursion, 


perhaps wholly constitu. 
tional, in religious acts, May atone for vi- 
cious udiis, 4 fully uncorrected, tf not 
syyiemaucadvy indulged It is theretore 


tl, that relrcrous focheg be ststain- 
’ vo 


0 eligionts principle, It is therefore 
ah nensuble, that aur delight in the Sab- 


: Sate 

bath be regu aicd by the fourta Conaition 
: 

fthe text; by a rativnal aiid conscientious 


) Ci . i Fo ge 
Sy indeed, fthe h HY ot 


: 
" 'é . ¢ 
ersuasion, that it i ; 


Sor yey 


‘And how shall we evince the reality of 
Assurediy, by no other 


{ 
ty 


iis persuasion ? 
Means, than by nLakriig this dav What Wwe 
ail it, the holy of the Lord.’ The day iS, 


ndecd, in itselt, “J pert c WMsecration, a 
WY and peetular . Butto us, it will 


become whatever we make it; a day of 

vice, a day of vanii 

ged of Sor 
‘oherency in that holiness, 


_ eh no man shall see the Lord 


y, a day of listlesness, 
excitement, or a day 
without 
It as in 
this last sense alone, that the day of rest 
can be tous,a day of religion, With lower 
bojects, We May Ueceive Our Conscience : 
with bigher flig! aa we SER amuse our ima- 


4 , r] 


tale pp. 145 — oe Fh 


cs 


tT 


vith the utmost indignation the 


v 
\' 
yreacher breaks forth in the follow. 


ing head, which reguires us to Call 
1 ~ 2 . " é 9 
Sts S.b! atn v6 honourabi id. 


> 


'\ iS | er Sf. vaneke, but vers true, tuat, 
riet, Obsery. No. 197 


» ind shalt honour him, not dainz 
ays, nor finding thine own piea- 
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in this world, many are ashamed of God, 
and of religion. Ashamed of God; be- 
fore whom the poteotates of heaven veil 
their faces: ashamed ctrehlpion; which ts 
the bryhtest glory, of the brightest sera- 
inns that encircle the throne of the Al- 
This ely.’ p- 148. 


But we cannot refrain from ad- 
er specimen fromSermon 
Vii the subject, 
which we cousider as Containing, un- 
heed of “deliyhung uvyselé 
some puges of os rich 
deep spirliuality, as 
exquisite upplication of Scripture, 


apps ad to ai the 


a Q 
ding aiong 
sccond on this 


der the 
ta the Lord, 


clogucnce, aS 


aha a5 enerect 
high and ennobing icciings of the 
nner Le found 

uuthor, or indeed ino any 
preacher of betrer days, and * Divin- 
It reminds us of 
some of the flights of Saurin, or of 
the Gualli- 
io eods with 
un extract from the subiime Pascal, 
as he who could alone appropriately 
afford vent 1 words to ail the prea. 
cher felt. In speakingoft the natural 
terror in the mind of * weak and vi- 
tiated human nature” at the idea of 
Gop, the preacher asks; 


Bran, US Weuidl Cusiss 


in this 
EF Inspiration.’ 


some of the luminaries of 


meg sO oe bt « , a Ss 2s 8 
Cah SCHOOL, as Maced 


66 YE? Salar oe at ’ rh +a ~ 
Wiiat is it that alarms us, in 


the great 
convulsions of nature, ma the tempest, the 
thunder, and the earthquake? = Is it not 
out dtead of Him who operates unseen, and 
irresistible ; whoa maketh the winds his 
aneels, and the flames bis messengers ; 
who setteth on fire the foundations of the 
mountains; and breaketh up the fountains 
of the great deep? What ts it that gives 
force and emphasis to the fear of accidents, 
of batue, of shipwreck, of murder, and of 
sudden death? Notthe mere prospect of 
dissolution, That might be readily ba- 
nished from our view. No: but the cone 
viction that One liveth, before whom we 
must appear, who will bring to light the 
hidden things of darkness, and reveal those 
secrets of our hearts, which are unknown 
even to ourselves. What is it that infuses 
that mysterious midnight terror, Which ape 
pals tle stoutest heart, " hich nonerves him 
that would undauntedly face an armed 
host ? Wh at, but the consc:ousness of an 
invisible, ever-presen it, and all-scemng God, 
in whese sata are all the terrors of the 
universe; who hath but to strike, and we 


20 








iy 


shall perish; to shoot forth his arrows, and 
we are consumed? * It isa fearful thing,’ 


says the Apos'ie, Sto fall into the barus of 


the wing God? And what human beme 
iS maturany exempted from ths fear }-- 
What Didinge place of nature, what ur dis. 
coverable corner of creation, what saun- 
Dering moment of et Crmity may soreli us 
from the miance and grasp of Gi dd? tte dg 


about us, he is around as, he is wihin us. 


Conscience 95 his soc 5 death is his 
Messe ng qitdyt ent 1 His Misthsestda- 
LION; immensity iS the sphere « Phis om- 
vipotence 7 HO aN OM note sath reign 
tor ever, W Rae » cahn WY Ye at tHe 
deep-ton XCLAMA.LCn oO }. ? ‘When i 
say, my i 3) ifort me, my couch 
shall es ¥ co ! { nh Carest 
me with dream Pterefrest 1 3 Lareupin 
VISIONS ; ytuat My soul nouseth s J) alge 
jing, and death rather then Lf . have 
sinned. What shali I do unto Phee, O 
thou P roof men Why best thou 
set me a8 a Mark against thee, se ont bam 
1 burd ytu nN < it" we re i 


ry >. wm 1+ on: Oo omeeaead a ae, ae m\ ' 

hese are tie teTrTors ( ine Lord! 
e . + 

Oue Wast ere the Consolbathot C——_ 


¢]fow precious sre thy th uThis UNn- 
to me, O God?’ And the preacher 
goes on to reveal the same tiusup- 
poriavle glories softened and subdu- 
ed into fatherly love and tenderness 
wy met with corresponding fovtinnes 

{ filal confidence and delighted af- 
fec cuon by the several sams of Holy 
Writ. He instances Muses, Isaiah, 
David, in a touching strain of appeal 
to their several wriungs. We give 
the last.— 

“Nor was the roval David less divinely 
favoured, His devetions ate a spring of 
cladness,* Whose streams have been the 
perennial refreshment of the euniversal 
ehurch, and the calm delet : 
ful Christian, Consecra 
vice of the sanctuary, che 
Jepth of every pious | heart, (hese songs of 
zion, attract the young , invigorate the ac- 
itive, enliven the cont en coder ie and encir- 
cle, witn a peaceful glory, t ‘oa venerah'e 
brow of ag. Happy isthe ms 
these treasures are familiar i: ¥ aie ar still, 
he who bas imbibed their spirit, onc made 


their sentiments his own, ‘Tesucha man, 
Omnip: tence has no terror; toe Atmgity 
1% his Cuarsd| an th ~~ is “hi hic God, his 


> Ps i 3 
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protector and his shield, ©O God, thoz 
art my God; early wih I scex thee! Be. 
cause thy loving Kindness is better than 
life, my lips shall praise thee! Have } 


hoi remembered thee upon my bed, and 


thought upen thee, when Lo was wak. 
iy? Because thou hast been my helper 
therefore, under thie shadow of thy Wings 
will I rejoice ? vil 


“Tis, truly, is the language of those 
whodelight themselves in the Lord; whose 
meurning is converted into Jov; whose 
tribulation, into peacefulness of spirit —Be 
‘i remembered, however, that Chis is not, 
property, the langungo f the Jewish sys. 


fem It is the voree of those happy ind} 
Fecale . _ & 
viduals, Wao rejoiced, by antic pation, to 


. ' 
see the dav of tic Messiah; and they say 


it, and were @isd, tos the voice of men, 
Wins ascended, ta haiv cawemplation, to 


the heavenly m apie, ene Ciere caught sons 
ezriicr giimpses, frarn the yet unrisen Sun 
of | nehtegusne ss. Ut is the voice of men, 
providentially raised an, in the twilteht ot 
the world, 10 receive, und to iciect, those 
dawnings of precursive lipit which fore- 
tald, anc which ensured, the perfect day.” 
pp. 1/6—178. 


In necessarily staying our hand, 
we shall only cbdscersc turther on 
these sermons, that we uU:tak, if defi- 
cient in any thing. (bey do not in- 
deed profess a criucal er doctrinal 
proof of the auiiority of the Sabbath,) 
they are so in a complete deve:op- 
mentof what tho cmployments of the 
Christian Sabbath should be. These 
are sometimes so stated, particu. 
laily in connexton with the notes, 
as to leave an idea that some sort of 
amusements and mere intciéicctuai en. 
tertginment were amongst its allow- 
ed and hallowed pursuits. We are 
confident such a deduction from Mr 
Jebb’s expressions would be errone- 
cus, but we presume to recommen 
some elucidation of this point, In any 

‘ture edition that may be bereafier 
called for. Mr. Jebb has recom- 
me-ded, in a note, the study of Bar- 
vow, Secker, Oxs len. Horsley, also an 
abic dissertation of Danzius, publish- 

damongst the Talmudical illustra 
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ions of Meuschen, and candidly also 
che treatises Of Buxirr, Watts, and 
Doddridge,* for tae more learned 
sart of the gues 'on of the Sabbath. 
We shall take the iberty of conclud- 
ne, by veferring, on our part, to that 
vost useful and * practical view” of 
its seinted CmOiovin cuts, parucularly 
wyonget the apper Classes, which !s 
be found °) a volume, “to name 
which, aS we lt es Us author, 1s to 
sound its pace, weic,” we meaa Mr. 
VV LIGSPLUrce a Well-known work on 
Ch isuanity. 

jw kighth Sermon in this collec 

vatains an excelient exposition 
of our scriptural Cojleci for the Se- 
cond Sunday in Peale — ihe 
[Cx Rom. xv. 4: ‘ Wohatsoever 
things were written aloretime, were 
written for our learning ; that we, 
through patience and conort of the 
Scripture, might have hope.” Betore 
we proceed to the very few excracts 
we must allow ourselves, either from 


this or the i MOWED Ser MmMcis, We 


*6¢ Moen from whom,” as Mr Jeb! 


Sbristianly proceeds iw his not , * it is mat- 
terof pain to differ, and with whom it is 
matter of honest satisfaction when we can 
ariee, 

“In various degrees, indeed, they have 
their errors, and perplexities: their doubts 
and ser les. But they now enjoy their 
Sabbath, a! now rest from their labours ; 
ina woud, where, to the sincerely picus, 
all hovest errors are forgiven, all perplexi- 
lies are disentangled, and all doubis and 
scruples are for ever at an end: 


4] ™ ost 


** Apparet—Numen, sedesque quieta, 
Quas neque concutiunt venti, neque nubila 


nimbis 

Adspergunt; neque mix acri concreta pru- 
Wa 

Cana cadens violat; semperque innubilis 
ather 


integit, et large d:fiuso lumine ridet.? ” 
Lucretius ; Lab. iii. line 18. 


‘There Godhead stands revealed; and 
viest abodes 

Of quiet, which nor tempests shake, nor 
clouds 

Obscure, nor snow white. drifting violates. 

But calm and cloudless ether o’er that re- 

rion 
“iniles. with diffusive serrpiternal ight. oa 
fn iF =< 9 i | 
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must be permitted a remark or two 
on certain ebservations in the open- 
ing of that before us, which we con- 
fess touch upona string with us ot 
rather a tender nature. 


7 
7 
iu 
a 
< 


the present aspect of ihe umes, ana 
of “the religious world,” Mir. Jeb! 


has the following expressions ; 


“ Never, perhups, were the sacred Scr} 
tures more larg ‘iy dissemmna'cd. tian ar the 
presentdav. Bnuithe question may be ask- 
ed more readily, (san it can be answered 
piteage iy whether the ste ly of the Di 

ot {be eee 


vine Velowie: Kees pace \ ( iffasion ; 
whether any consideravle mumber of its 
possessors, so apprehend, so feel, so apply, 
ana so reduce te practice, its most bol 
pri aciples, that this are is 1 ator; allV better 
than the last, and the prcseut peiivration an 


° 3 + oa re 
mMprovement Upon g_cNeral-ois thal @ 


Tieet 9 y crs ) 29 t yf ‘ 
past and gone?” pp. 199, 191. 


Afterwarcs it 1s intimated, and we 
must allow very uselully, that 


‘when we survey the world at large, when 
we examine even that portion of it which 
s termed. the religious werld, we must la- 
fcnt, that profession too commonly outruns 
performance ; that multitudes iook abroad 
with eagerness, Who are unable, or unwil- 
ling, to concentrate their views at home ; 
that, in zealous eflorts for the improvement 
of others, too many eo the improve- 
ment of themselves; that the Bible is more 
praised than read, more circulated than 
consulted; that, in all ranks of the com- 
munity, men are to be found, more solici- 
tous '0 waft the sacred volume from the 
Ganges to the Mississippi, than to make it 
ticir companion, their guide, and their own 
familiar friend.” pp. 191-2, 


It is, further, edmitied to be “a 
Christian duty to disseminate the 
Scriptures wherever the demand 
and the preparation giye room to 
hope that the Scriptures will be pro- 
fitably read.” But it is a superior 
and prior duty, “ ourselves to become 
a living Commentary on the sacred 


Word.” And it is concluded, 


‘* Phere never yet lived a good and happy 
man, Who did not communicate from the 
overflowing of his happiness and goodness, 
All other means of doi "S moral rood, are. 


at — verv best. uncertain and equivocal,” 
194 
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To these passives a note is sub- 

joined, referring to the authority of 
the Jate Mr. Cecil, “a man deserv- 
edly distinguished amone the Lvar- 
eirivad Ciergymen of the stablished 
Church,” and to Messrs. Bennet ang 
Jorue, n their History of 
ters, at once fer proof and lanieita- 
tien in regard to this «lis road staic 
of th > present relictous world. 

nh li ** nothing i 
than mects the eve’ in t 
ges ond references, we most cordial- 
ly assent to the general and widely 
existing danger of substituttn: one 
duty for another. or for all 
or, a duty wiich 3s ay ONCE Cary, Ove 
c tonal, and ostentatious, for those 


art ") e eyereday rte A, Be at ¢ ae 7; 
Pater are surelr tots, Oia ytd, and SC- 


n ’ s > yl bee } . > 

i) if £2 & Ores ze) | ph romp at tUSt 

: > { q } > 

COMVINMG TRY i LI 6 COUTSOC Of TNC 

presen (ryt! ne that, without 
‘ i er Se at ef 2) hon raat 

a Ea PLE Seh of c(rance o1 a WISH to 

tar 

Tye fa ae 2 ’ ' tac1n j TV ther 

Pa eee ee | Lady : belt guy 4 yy O, 1€3 

sary thou i tuerely external 


Sihe welehticr matters 


law.’ were also vreed with ail 


a rreaue and oat sp Hsayple 4%) hority 


| ° 
We shink the pe ‘ultarity of the pre- 
Sti ' passaires Consists Inan efifear- 


: { : : es a Ee 
evi ced SetiINg aside, vet of Cle 
* ne { Y ys byerictt V(r i ere y ae ’ 
PaCryyper Lrom, (hy Mhaint Cds Oe Lion? 

and dit- 
Y: 
' 


* ° ‘ 
fehl, in order to re. 


' { i > aad 
to ciretusate the ocyiprures 


fuse rei 


iia } 
enwimend 


e1OUS 


. } ’ e ] 
more f{uliy the private amc 


personal acquisition of  serptorai 
a ‘ 
knowledge and religious practice. 


a } ee 
jf we have misunderstood eppecaran 
ces, we are ready to stand corrected 

. } = : ~ 
but if not, we bee Icave to offer a 
: me 


few sevious considerations to Mr, 
Jebb himse hi, and : 
be led even beyond his meaning 


his Captiv. ing and we hare no doult 
ros! Sent and wellemecant obs 
vallons. 

The fair question. s nk. in the 


are n lace to be aseed, ts, not weether 
this age 15 materhiy bUttter tran 
last, from the wiie diffusion of 


th. Divine Velume;” but. whethe 


¢ #2) of Seog 


s Serioia. | aay 
t lean wer eo 
or not that diffusion Bas a fk 2denr:, 


tomake any age better in which 
1 tO any Given 


es place. lo appea 
vee as affording proof which shali 
decide this question, wiust be falia. 
cious, unless all the other causes, 
which may bave intervened to wae 


4 


rod, be also taken into the account 
For example: the number of crimi 
nal convictions has aw wily Inercased 
within this year or tWO. 1n Our seve. 

aastice. Mr. Prebenda. 
ry Norris, in bis next publication, will 
of course ; aieiiate the cviale to the 
would not ofthe: 
some portion 


ne, Ee ~ tt + 
TA COUTTS OF 


Seciety ° but 
thinking men aeteavare 
of the evil to the many idle and dis- 
tressed persons let lanes upon us by 
the peace, and the partial dailure o! 


tain 
Phe revolutiona 


’ 
: 


our manulsctures 
ry state of public feeling and opinion, 
th at home and abroad, during the 
last thirty years, it is clear, was not 
originally derived from the diffusion of 
the Bible and of reiteious knowledge 
We apprehend, that a studied con. 
tempt and avowed hatred of beth, on 
the side of the ke al 


Trl ke <Y ar 
ig. fi ust 3 


on the part of the prolesscd iriends 
aplishments in church 
ivy allowed 
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OL EXIStitrgy est 
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and state, will be universa 
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; 
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to have been the prime causes of the 


a hg Wt, sg) ree or, ¢ le, oe ’ af 
: ad b.Jb 3 a.ttl a 4 SC set Oni pivese 4° 
€G and { ‘ 11! "tek We c' wet 14S, pot (y} 
Cire: t Bru 333 i : i ; ; pre it 
ircre \ WwW, ti $ i nn Vy 
to what would tats d to Course 
of this: have i e proceeded, o 
} ea! t weil Doroa i Cal , nad 
mer been (abc if toehye hg 10N O 
tue Divine volume,’ and “* zealous 
eforis’ hadae been mace forthe me-- 


a* C+ oe i . > ¢ #y -nthore 079 \Voulg 
Zi * mpraveme Bio; Ouaas De V¥ OUiU 
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myriads of revowtionery and bilasphe 
f ,. 4 s 

mous tracts. or even oi Gisarectes 


ee 


publications. have ‘ ' 
the same portion of misc chiets if, by 


f ferent encietie Ss, from 
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Lie bene iit {hat ¢ Owyid Meluray arise 
trom the effusion of the word of 
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millions to two millions and 

Bibles and Testaments had 
crculoted throughout the 
mpire ; if H mba More had not 
ean per tacts; If the Societies 
o. promoting Chrisuan Knowledge, 
National Schools. &e. &c. had not, 
remper of the times, anda 
cuuses, partly known 
yartly unac- 
lodped bat bot unknown, re- 
ovr a revived existence ; 
“ein at home and missions 


~ 


yall vo! 
pecn 


teen 
bit cbe 


For, ri} ti é 
' t 
tytyas qd: 


wwe oe a. and 


1 in 

braad dae rut tended to rive a new 
ant petie! prs US’ LO the nitt ids of 
rastnum ¢rs Gr Cue pe NulaUOD 5 and 


he altention and activity of mul- 
‘tudes, aircacy lasbed Into action, 
hadnot been turnedinto this channel? 
We confess we Consider It next oan 
nig ive proposition, that to ciffuse 
dew the meaps of religious Instruce 

» wid bave some favourabie eficct 
mn the growth of religious know- 
circulating extensively, 
iS,amonest 


aneople, the ce = of our faith, 


eave j—t hat 


ond olien by tne own meat 


i ! 
will ferd to ‘ke that bee known, 
and, 1 we rn ODy thing, calmed al 
mihat to Live : Bible to those who 
have It not,and more particularly to 


buy it, increases the 
hance of its being read ;—and that to 
Bible has at least a fendenc: 
understood, and venerat- 

ed, and even obeyed. In short, wher- 
éver the Bible shall not be burnt as 
conviction, and 


induce them to 


, 
‘ ¢ a 
io Muke it 


. . ’ 
soon as received, our 


+} 


iat, we think, of Common sense, 15, 


that itis atleast more likely todo good 
than barm somewhere. And! how low 


“ladmission is this, to be required of 
those who acknowledge the Bi le to 
tethe eternal truth of the Eternal 
rod ly CXDLE ssly civen for the instruc- 
‘lon nd salvation of his creatures ! 
there is something in the very arg 


self, that seems to us like a 


Loaes of s.ic ilece, 

Lf ’ 2° . . 
“tht ; ‘ »? o ’ Cc ae | 4 : 

aut toe persons who aistrioute it 
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sr own character. T “ more for 
' And yet, if we are to 
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honest 


and pious 
agents of every benevolent design, or 
even of every plan for moral improve- 
ment—for men thoroughly imbued 


wait for really 


with the mind that was in Christ Je- 
sus—to what a length would such a 
principle conduct us! Did our bless- 
ed Lord himselftake none but honest 
and pious agents into his service— 
we put an extreme case—when, oi 
twelve, he chose one that *“*had a 
devil; gave him, though knowing 
him to be a thief, an office of trust 
about his person; and even sent him 
forth with the other Apostles, and the 
seventy, to preach the Gospel, heai 
the sick, and ratse the dead? Trace 
also the operations of the infant 
church. Were none entrusted with 
sacred ot all offices, the 
most respensible of all powers, and, 
what 1s more to the point, were none 


eh a. an ey ee . 1, 
thelr ministry to the edifi- 


the most 


blessed id 
eation and conversion of their fejlow- 


creatures, but those who to their 


ther with the cilt of tongues and 
prophecy, possessed Ukewise that 
charity without which, as far as re- 
d their own personal benefit, 
‘* though ihey spake with the tongues 
of men and ¢ f Pines they were bs 
< brass and tinkline 
cymbals £” ty a word, would it be 
rrht to try the church, as existing 
in our own days, by the same exclu- 
Are the sacraments, when 
ministered by the hands of an ungod- 
ly Pastor, of no cflicacy to his flock ? 
Is such a “means doing moral 
good, at the very ey uncertain and 
equivocal?” And if not the sacra- 
ments, wey frees: our Bibles and 
Testaments be deprived of all efficacy 
by the ha walle through which they are 
conveyed ¢ 

\WVill it, then, be sai, that the act 
itself of charity parals yzes the hand 
or distorts the mind of the offerer, 
soas that he shouid be content with 
the single act ; or think to purchase 
aply the kingdom of heaven by 


! 
the donation of a few cuineas 


come as Seun 


cive rules 


ene 














“ . 
 ~ we 


if he 1s otherwise gitted, by a passing 


‘ 


display of his talents or his benevo- 
lence on some public occasion ? Sup- 
pesing it to be so, can this then be 
the fault of the act; or should the 
act be omitted to amend the fault? 
What, may we not ask, would have 
been the condition of the church ot 
Christ—we speak humanly—il our 
forefathers, whether the Instructers 
or the instructed, many of them wise 
and good men, of large views and 
forecasting minds, had reasoned, had 
feared, had hesitated, had scrupled, 
had waited, bad rested, upon this 
wide-ranging principle ¢ [tis affect- 
ing to think how much of the vene- 
rable establishments of all Christen- 
dom may have been owing to the 
r il-principled muni- 


supersuuious 


() 
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ed at present, these churches 
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be supported ; nay, 
sacred Scriptures tiemse 
have been trensmiited to us unmiuti- 
upt, if the offenogs 


cory} 


. ' J ow 

gC a end UNCP 

fF coupe Sstiti oS Lines hac pcenr tifyie 
sprue wrath wu: ne ot ae & | 4 » Gheed 
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versally spurned oat, if the swecarned 
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’ al ha bn Oo | ia pgadYy ras dav dy Ji ~bbe ad - 
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f unceoverted pontiils, had 


rronage © 
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been uniiormly stifled ia th 

And the question after all remains, 
and is of a most yeneral nature ; 
Would the charitable be better, af 
they were all at Gnce to become un. 
charitable £ Would retirement from 
public duties necessarily lead to the 
discharge and the love ot private and 


Lome duties? Is there no hope that a 
blessing may attend the very act of 


, 
ion may start irom the very gilt it- 
self into the mind of the giver ; that 
he may be led to feel the value of 
what he frecly bestows, and at least 
be reminded of the duties which he 


eiving ; that some profitable ques- 


or a 
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inculcates upon others? Qur off 
appointed instructers, tho 
often net the best, are not, byt 
too often Inconsistent labours, 
dered the worst of their species 
There is a decency and sobriety ang 
exterior decorum essential ty that 
very office which is appointed for the 
instruc‘ion and admonition of others. 
and it is possible, in more instances 
than we know of, that the ungodly 
instructer is shamed, or gradually 
lcd, by the very words, into an effyy 
feeling, of devotion. 
May not, in ai. interior decree, some. 
beneficial effect urise 
by which we contri. 
bute to instruct, to enlighten, and to 
low-creatures 2? May not, 
performance of one du y 
another 5 charity in 
act, to charitv in principle? 

we fave only adyane. 


Ca lO VaAEe bi rders Ora yery wide, and 


to cherish th 


thing like 
from every 


bless our f 


lead ust: 


popetul, cuestion 3 but we are 
Competled to leave tt to better hands, 
y sav. further, 1 reter. 
ies, and princi 


Cives lo partake more 
propagandists than 


Jebb’s class ; whilst we believe 
to our trust, as 
members of the Christian body, t/s9 
a most responsible commission 
9E PROPAGANDA PIDE3; Whilst we 
: to ieel that the very charter of 
the promise made to the Church, 
“Too, Tam with you alway, even lo 
of the world,” rests on the 
) forth into all 

the Gospel to 
and whiist, in a 
word, we think, that without the aid 
of the Bible at home, and of the bi- 
ble and missions abroad, the Gospel 
cannot be fully promulgated or re 
ceived in all its power ;-—we still are 
aware of the danger adverted to by 
Mr. Jebb, lest the fulfilment of this, 
er public and occasions! 
accompanied by th 


concition, 
= an ? Pre. 
rovld, regeae' preach 


creature 3’ 


or ay o 
duty, should 
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nemlect t of more instant and constant, we have sald, 11 {he course of taem, 


though scarcely prior, apd on every 
nt perhaps more difficult, cue 
ties of a private description. “HIS 
we one to be a temptation incident 
to human nature, and not to be found 
in the records alone of the numerous 
Bibie or Missionary Societies of this 
realm. We have oniy to take up 
any chance set of charity sermons, 
perhaps from = pens of men most 
wild pfrofiagation- 

est In their outcries 
avast them; and we shall find the 
nauscous repetition cf appeals to hu- 
roaniiy and charity and piety on the 
a pass- 

heaven, and a titie to eternal 

} 


accou 


adverse to the 
¢ hy meESs and loud 


oO. 


ms Oe > ag > re BP , 
Pyoecent CCCA8ION, aS aHoraing 
nort t¢ 
port \ 
life, On the 


mary ot the 


. ‘ 
~~ ¢ } ° : o 
Ovisel ha Nd, aS thHenas 


te EL schemes 


‘ 


ourselves—in deed to all, when wise- 
ly and judiciously conducted—we by 
po means piead cuilty, n our humble 


capacity, to any ane low and falla- 
e1ous Comprom. Wit h the 
passions Of mankind. Nor do we of- 
ten find, we must own, even in the 
occasional ardenttous verbis of a re- 
gular Bible Society speech,any thing 


(hat we can match arainst the plain 


a v4 LS a na 


puipadle, and frrimfed appeals to the 
doctrine of human merit, which may 
be found, we are persuaded, in the 
anuals of every well-known and pop- 
ular charity. Nor, much more, do 
we find in the regular compositions 
of our Milners, our Coopers, our 
Gisbornes, our Scotts, our Venns, 
our Dealtrys, and a multitude ol 

ther names above our hdieatile praise, 
whose opinions on Bible and Mis- 
sionary questions are well known, 
any thing like laxity of statement, or 
casy indulgence of favourite sins, or 
partial dispensation from known prac- 
tical and personal duties, on the score 
of any supposed Lo to the 
souls of our fellow-creature 

We must | repeat our es ‘y, for 
making the pages of our present 
amiable ind plous author the occasion 
of these general observations; and 
i€ should be really sorre if anv thing 


shonid diminish aught from the au 
thority or the effect of his seeaceneil 
tious to those inconsistent Christians 

who would call themselve: PY ae trea 
ruished tutes, of which they are 
wholly unworthy; and who encour- 
ace themselves, by an external and 
proiessed resemblance to the really 
wise and good, bya half attachment 
to their society, anda loud contormi- 
ty to some of their public duties, in 
a fatal neglect of internal religion, 
and a substantial idolatry, as to all 
essential puints in their personal cone 
duct, of the world and the flesh. If 
we are somewhat startled at a real 
love and practice of vital religion at 
home unaccompanied with a zeal as 
fervent to ** waft the sacred code from 
he Ganges tothe Mississippi,” much 
more ate we shocked and revolted 
by the monstrous substitution of mis- 
sionary zeal for all the features, and 
vitality, 


, a ° ° - 
mand Uarisudab prac 


} 


ents, ANG wraces, ana 


f 
ot Christian ia 


We feel we cannot succeed better 
in dissipating the fatieve, which we 
fear must beve accrucd frem the 
above unintentionally ita and te- 
cious discussion, than by "< 
readers wiih an interesting § 
of the sermon on which our 
have been founded. 
from ho disrespect or serene ie for 


the S “ ies themselves, that Mr. 
Jebb recommends a more guzet spirit 
in CisEkr diffusiot ile He tells US, in p- 
197, 

“The Scripture teems with facts, exam- 
ples, precepts, warnings, promises, deliver- 
ed in a voice which micht arouse the dead, 


yer with accents of péace and mildness, 
which, adeve all other accents, appease 
the inci bled spirit, and breathe comfort 
through the desolated heart. The Scrip. 
ture reveals, after the measure of our pre 
sent capacity, that God, in whom we live, 
and move, and have our being: our Creator, 
Redeemer, and Sanctifier ; who loves us in- 
finitely better than we love ourseives; wits 
sustains us, by the ministerial agents of his 
providence, and, in failure of a!! other 
“i 


hort, who surraunds us with his evertas: 


Sty 








a 


ing arms; who guides us, by the inspira- 
tion of hia : spirit, and if, at any time, we 
wander from the right wav, who becomes 
himself our shepherd, and restorer to the 

fold; who cheers us by innume saab bles- 
sings, and himself remains our joy and con- 
sgolation, When all human comfort is * cut 
down, dricd up, and withered” ‘Lhe Scrip- 
ture exlibits the eventful —— of man, 
from creation to judy ; from paradise 
below, to purad se above ; from the first 
infantine communication, of our first pa- 
rents, with their first Cause, to that fall 
grown bliss, and ultimate perfection, when 
the spirits of the just, created by the 
same God, redeemed by the same Clirist, 
and purnfied by the same Holy Ghost, 
shall be made perfect in one ; shall hold 
communion face to face with the ever- 
blessed Trinity; shall Know, even as also 
they are known; and shall love with chari- 
ty whch never faileth. In a word, the 
Scripture points the way from earth to 
heaven; or rather, if we will receive it, 
makes the passage itself, a foretaste of the 
promised land; revealing, at once, and 
to the heaven-taught mind, communicating, 
that tnward purity that calm devotion, 
that ardent faith, that undissembled love, 
that indefatigable zeal, which distinguish 
the friends and children of the blessed 
God. These men shall dwell i thy courts, 
O Lord! they shall be satisicd with the 
hv house ; even with the 


+ 


i 139 P oy 
temple pp. 197 


plenteousness « of t 
pleasures of thy holy 
199, 

Further on we are edifed by the 
strong assurance that 


‘The word will not profit, ifit be not mix- 
ed with faith inthemthathear. Unless the 
Lord open our understanding, we cannot 
know, unless he touch our hearts, we can- 
not feel, the things which are either read 
or spoken.” p. 200. 


And the prayer of our unparalleled 
Litany is well introduced, for the in- 
crease of grace, “to hear meekly 
God’s word, and to receive it with 
pure affection, and to bring forth the 
fruits of the Spirit.’ p. 201. And 
we are well assured, tn p. 214, that 


The purest, and holiest of human beings, 
e far from having an independent princi- 
* of goodness in therrownnature, They 


‘have need of patience, that, after they 


ave done the will of Gud, they may re- 


w of Jehb’s Sermons. 


[ May 
c 


ceive the promise ;’ the promise of ta. 
most gracious tavour, and that imate r 
bielp, which alene, 
waves of this troublesome word. ty a. 
b fi F H = 7 r tie 
slisstul land of everlasting vife.? ». 915 

i std, 


Can cs ry , thy vs, t 
Carry us Hough ¢ 


We must dispense with any ir 
ther mention of tie may striking 
inarks, just delieations of chug Hie 
and more especially of thar Chatac 
ter which knows ne othing either 55, 
ile aut secundum,’ with the very 7" 
Strucuve rules and admonitions fo; 
the due and diligent and effecty,’ 
study of the holy Scriptures, into. 
duced in the course of this sermgy 
witch we think weil calculated 
answer Its avowed design. 

285 On Lo the Ninth, and the 
we — be able Gistinctly tc 
nouce tt is an Easter Sermon. oy 
the text! Rom. vi. 3, 42 © Know x 
not, tl > miany of Us, as wire bup 
tized into Jesus Christ, were baptiz 
ed into bie death: therefore we are 
buricd with Lim by baptism into 
death ; that ke as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the clory of his }'a- 
thier, even so we aso should waik in 
hewness of Iife.”’—The sermon is, as 
usual, wholly of a practical niture. 
iothine distinct In 


1; ,1t¢eo ry Tite 
At siababct babi Sitied 


exposition ol the text, further tha 


‘_— 


‘ 


to SHE W the: ne CESSITY of sciliny torn 
the death of Cirist, and imitatiug his 
resurrection, in the whole tenor 
our life and conversation. = fa ti 
progress to this single, steady. and 
determinate purpose, the preacher 
as it appears toe us, unwarrantably 
bounds over some Important subject 
of reflection that lay in his way. 

‘6 It 1S usual, indee d, 9 he observes, bon 
this day, to expatiate on we blessed hope 
of immortality. But, is there not @ mcre 
immediate concern, which demands cul 
more immediate thought and care? For, 
how could the most absvlute assurance oi 
wnewortality be a source of real comfnr', 
untess to us the day, at least, have daw ed, 
and the day spring have arisen, i our 
hearts ? Christ, indeed, has died for our 
fences,and risen for our justification. Butt 
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y more 
lg cul 
) For, 
nce oi 
mfort, 
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1s, it wilt be only aggravated condemna- 
tion, that Christ bas died, except we be 
made ¢ iformable to lus death. To us, it 
will be no more than accumulated wo, 
that oni fas cisen, except in spirit oe 
affection, We also be risen with Christ. t 


therefore, we Would Kkuow the power of his 


, we must first Cxperience the 
fellowship of his sulleriups ; and if, at the 
last, we “YO idainheric his victorious king 
gom, we must not merely, 


resurrecttn 


through line 
clit ks and Cre vices ofa worldly life, aniuse 
sue fancy with the dom perspective of a re- 
9? 


versiouary heaven. 1? 


sp 0p. 99 
t } 
fh. Sicy SLO. 


all dis- 
rLouph with defercnee, en- 


tinct CSS, a! 
prote rnst this “lesseu- 


We must once more, with 


ie A 
- «} Y ee + . . 
in mcntion Ob the preat mysSterles 
of our faith; and repeat our opinion, 
which We ‘have expressed befure, 
fal Omission uf them, of 


whick we have too Many instances ID 
the volume stalin US, would be more 
respectful and less likely to influence 
unfavourably the mind of the reader 
or hearer towards them, than thts 
pardial and peu unctory dismissal of 
them. as thines true indeed, but 
effectual and = saving 

> heart and life. “ The 
“Che ist,” fully preached in 
Ssuhic an 


WHUCUL ig 
pé WE! Ovel 
Gospel ot 
iis justilyia as well us 
Poects, We believe miost fir nity 


“the power of God unto salvation to 


en 
sf 
uc 


every ove that believeth :” andit we 
were to proce ed a Step further, we 

uid say, that netther view of it, 
yart from tie other, has the assu 


ine biessing, or a de- 
aclcome 


1? 
‘We 


rance of a [Divi 
monstrahble tendency to ihe 
b ishment of the desired end, 
are unwillin more strong. 
n the mature of the case re- 
uires s indeed, it conficence 
m the candour of Mr. Jebb that 
say What we do on 

now we hind our- 


tao Spe ik 


an 


1S ou? 


makes us bald tO 


us point: but, 


sives Epon it again, and for the Jast 


tine; we caunot help proceeding to 

another passage in this sermon, 

which will serve still more clearly to 

illustrate our patent ot what 

these stuatemenis must produce on 

ne mind of the hearer, when we 
sa 


ld 
% ? «qj ¢ 
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think we perceive something of their 
ill effect, by recoil, even on the 
preacher himseil. Among the sa- 
cramental aliusions wich which this 
sermon properly abounds, we have 
the following intreduction and appli- 
cu‘jou of the inimitable words of our 


deeuply-spirtiual service : 


“* Ye, that do truly and earnestly repent 
you of your sins, and are in love and chari- 
ty With your neighbours; and intend to lead 
anew lite, following the commandments of 
Goad, and walkine irom henceforth in his 
holy ways,—draw near with faith, and take 
this holy sacrament to your comfort, and 
make your humble confession to Aimighty 
Gad’ 

‘‘This is our encouragement, a sober, 
practical Sipe gt age to appreach the 
mercy-seat of heave Let us not, howev- 
er, deceive our own peeres No superficial 
sorcow forthe past, no half-hearted resolu- 
tions for the future, can enable us worthily 
to approach that holy table. ‘lhe peni- 
fence which God reguires, and which alone 
he will acknowledge and receive, must be 
deep, earnest, universal, and morally ethca- 
ciens. it must be the commencement of 
holy desires, good counsels, and just works, 
It must be followed, and attested, by a 
thirst after spiritual improvement, by a 
pursuit of high and heavenly objects, ‘and 
by a proficiency in ail those Christian gra- 
ces, Which consutute, and which adorn, the 
Chrisuiian character and spirit.” 


«Ji . 


Now in this comment, not to men- 
tion the tute! forgetfulness of those 


simnifcant words ** Draw near with 


fai‘ nor to hint at the selection (no 


selection from that service could 
have been amiss) of a pussage not d/s- 
rinctly * naming the name of Christ;’ 
may we not ask, generally, whether 
the commentary does not widely de- 
part from the spirit of the passage it- 
self, taken alone; and much more 
jrom that of our whole sacramental 
office, taken together; and most of 
ali from the tone and temper in 
Scriptures themselves 
soberly and 
100, the contrite and the 


which the 
‘encourage,’ and that 
pr iclicaliy 4 


broken -hearted sinner toa approach 
unto Go i? Lo adsnt ho other test, 
v 
a? 
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let us compare these expressions of 
our preacher with some other e¢x- 
pressions of our exquisite office it- 
self, in the address immediately pre- 
ceding the prayer of consecration 3 

—* We do not presume to come to 
this thy table, O merciful Lord, trust- 
Ing in our own righteousness, but in 
thy manifold and »reat mercies. We 
are mol w alae so much as to yather 
up the crumbs under thy table. But 
thou arc ive same Lord whose pro- 
petty is always to have mercy, Grant 
sale that our sinful bodies may be 
mede ctean by His body, and our 
souls wasbed in HIS most precious 
blood; and that we may evermore 
dwell in Him and He in us.” We 
must carry along with us the fall 
conviction of our readers, that ano- 
ther *‘encouragement” Is here re- 
presented as the sinner’s support, 


this eituer “the moral efficucy of 


his * proficiency 
WV hist 


his penitence,” 


in all Christian graces.” 


the highest aud purest Strains of 


Christian morality foreibly sound 
from every part of this excellent ser- 
vice, yet with what admirable pre- 
cision, witb what depth and ciearness, 
beyond the power of misa peichitiiie 
sion, is the boundary drawn between 
the claims of God upoa us, aad our 
demands upon God; between the 
ground and the plea on which He 
condescends to “acknowledve and 
accept” our all-imperfect offerings, 
and the absolute entireness of affec- 
tion and cbedience in which He wills 
(hem to be offered. We teel a de- 
gree of confidence in the avowal ot 
cur opinion, that such a discrimina- 
tion is the very hinge of all true 
Christianity. and will be found alike 
ia every part of our most truly Chiris- 
tian church, That it is found in the 
heort of Mr. Jebb, in his secret and 


fervent addresses at a Throne of 
grace, we feel an cntire assurance: 
but we feel almost an equal persua- 
sion, that on such occasions he loses 
sizlit of his own idea! system, as de- 


veloped in these passing hints ; and 
that such a discrimination as that of 
our Church, mentioned above, would 
be found in practice incompatible 
with the general tone adopted in this 
volume cowards the propitiatory in- 
tercession, and vicarious sufferings 
of the great Redeemer, 

It will be easily understood whence 
our urgency and our freedom on this 
point proceed, by those who duly ap- 
precisic the weight of Mr. Jebb’s ge- 
neral authority, and the sanction we 
derive from his valuable paces for 
some of the most important Chris- 
than doctrines, and miany of the most 
esscnttal and heart-searching Chris. 
ilan requirements in practice. No. 
thing can more fully or strongly ex- 
nress our own Conviction, and one 
which we are ever desirous of im- 
pressing in our bumble way on the 
professed disciples of a self denying 
religion, than the following firacticu! 
passave oi this sermon. 


«“¢ Know ye not,” says the Apostle, ‘that 
so many of us, as were baptized into Je. 
sus Christ, were baptized into bis death ” 
This engagement, it must not be concealed. 
requires Many things, which in this world, 
are habitually disreyarded, if not syste 
matically opposed ; crucifixion of the flesh, 
mortification of the body, discipline of tie 
mind, subjugation of inordinate affections, 
extinction of vain desires, calm forbearance 


under provocation, patient endurance of 


contradiction, and a constant watchfulness 
ayainst excess, even in the most innocent 
propensities of our nature, These are tru- 
ly difficulties. Butit is not by shrinking 
from difficulties, that we shall become pro- 
ficients im any valuable attainment; and 
least of all, in the attainment, bevond 
exception, or competition, the most valua- 
ble and important, that service of God, 
which is perfect freedom. Never, in any 
one of his most gracious and attractive 
words, did our blessed Lord extenuate or 
evade the first impediments of a Christian 
life and conversation. Poverty of spirit, 

penitential sorrow, spiritual hunger and 
thirst, a strait gate, a narrow way, a yoke, 

a hierdie. a cross, a warfare, the amputa- 
tion of a right hand, the excision of a right 
eye, these he continually enjoined upon his 
disciples, as indispensible pre-requisites te 
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purity of heart, to peacefulness of spirit, to 
the safe enjoyment of this present world, 
and to the final blessedness of that inheri- 
tance, incorruptible, undefiled, which fa- 
deth not away; now, indeed, reserved in 
heaven, but gloriously to be revealed in the 
last time.” pp. 227, 228. 


Nor is the following exposition of 
dye words subsequent to the text, 
jess to our mind, less strong on the 
whole. or certainly less original in 
statement, and correct in the asser- 
tig of Divine grace and its proper 
fruits inthe heartand life. We pre- 
sentit with satisfaction to our rea- 
ders, not diminished by the peculiar- 
itv of castin one sentence of it, in 
which perhaps the linagination may 
a litle take the lead of the under- 
standing. We leave it to their padp- 
ment. 

“<¢ Planted torether im the likeness of 
Christ’s de ath: ‘plamted in the likeness of 
hisresurrection” These remarkable words, 
devived thers best, and only adequate inter- 
pretation, from the language of our blessed 
Lord himself. *tam the vine, ve are the 
branches. Abideinme, andlin vou <As 
the branch cannot bear fiuit of itself, ex- 
ceptitabde in the vine, no more con ye, 
except ve abide in me, He that abideth in 
me, «and Lin him, the same bringeth torth 


much fiat. For, without me, ve cand 


vu 
nothing” This ts the distinetive feature of 
Christianity. We are to imitate our Sa 


viour Crist. inceed, and to be made like 
unto bim. But the imitation of Christ, in- 
trinsically ditlers from the imitation of a 
mere nurtat. Would we resemble a wise 
and virtueas fellow-ereature § He cannot 
aver our hearts and minds; we must la- 
nurto produce the resemblance for our- 
selves. Would we resembie our Lord Jesus 
Christ? Without him wecan do nothing. 
But, by his own oronipotent energy, he wall 
accomplish our desire. Jn the nature, the 

nds, the actions, the demeanor, and deport- 
ment, of incarnate Godhead, there dwells an 
assemnilative power, which be who ever liveth 
to make intercession fur us, is abundantly able 
and willing to apply. Therefore, if we tru- 
ty and earnestly desire to be made conform- 
he to hislife, and death, and resurrection ; 
and if, from this desire, we contemplate, 
with the mental eve of faith, his whole ado- 
rable character ; in thus contemplating, we 
shall | We shall 


* 


Sali become what we behold. 
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acquire, not a likeness, but a community of 
nature. We shail become partakers of that 
mind whichis in Christ Jesus as really, as 
the branches derive their vital sap ard nue 
triment from the parent vine. Then, we 
shall dwell in Christ, and Chrmst inus; we 
shail be one with Christ, and (hrist with 
us With him, we shall crucify the flesh. 
With bim, we shall overcome the world. 
We shall be planted together in the lKe- 
ness of his deaili We shall be planted to- 
gether inthe likeness of his resurrection. 
And, ike as Christ was raised from the 
dead, by the glory of the Father, even so, 
we alse, shall walk in newness of hfe.” pp. 


CQ 


238 — 240, 


vr 


Lhe sermon, on the whole, stands 
at about the Jevel oi Mr. Jebb’s usu- 
al swectly-flowing style: bet we find 
it considerably below the common 
standard in alreahpyement and orderly 
method. Hf it has any order at all, 
we own we have not discoverd it; 
and several paragraphs, which make 
it rather cumbrous as a composition, 
might have been omitted without de- 
tracting from its usefulness, It has 
clearly imbibed much of the spirit of 
the ancient church, and reminds us 
of some of those rambling but spirit- 
ed addresses of the ancieut fathers at 
Laster-tiine, lion the neophytes were 
presented tn their white array, em- 
blematic of baptismal purity, and the 
hewiy-restored In appropriate garb, 
to receive the benediction or the ab- 
eolution of the venerable bishop, sur- 
rounded by his primitive presbytery. 
“ The divine grace of baptism,” re- 
ferred to by Mr. Jebb in p. 231,might 
scecim upon such Interesting occa- 
sions to have something more of re- 
ality and vitailty, than in these de 
generate and necessarily more gene- 
ralizing times: and though we have 
to deal with an unchangeable God 
and **a faithful High Priest,’ and with 
a covenant founded on immutable 
promises, still we must not siut oui 
eyes and ears to the lessons and ex- 
perience of very changed and very 
changeable times. ‘ihe want of 
‘duly cherishing and pretecting’ 
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this “divine grace” on the part of 
“ Christian parents, who abstain from 
all appearance of enthusivsm with 
far more trembling solicitude than 
they abstain from all appearance of 
evi,’ as Mr. Jebb strongly ohserves 
in a series of very appropriate and 
beautiful remarks on this subject, 
has (we are confident) goue very far 
in establishing the argument, tbat 
such grace must be practcaily sepa- 
rated from the real grace of effectual 
and suving rejeneration, the dcfini- 
tion of which bas of Jare so much 
agitated cur church. But perhaps, 
ikewisc, too many affecttugy failures 
on the part of pious and zealous 
Christian patcuts, after their utmest 
efforts; too many lementable coutra- 
dictions to the promising, bot to say 
fluttering, hopes, held cut by Mr. 
Jebb. of the possible and insensible 
union of religious feeling with every 
natural and heart-felt sentiment of 
youth, and with all the refinements, 
€lerancies, and commanding attrac- 
tions ef * sweet domestue bliss; in 
short, too may 

the worst kind, notwithstandiuy the 
best means, have perhaps 
sactusion, that 


use of the 
heiped fuiward ic cx 
some of the ancient fathers may have 
spoken teo bintly of tne necessury 
efficacy of bupuisin ; and toatl SCGrES 
of their later posicrty have spoken 
far too meanly of the rereneratiny 
change itoelf, as patie ih ino more 
than chey could find in practice uni 
versaliy to result from the acmunis- 
tration of the outward rite, Weare 
mot rash enough to entice further 
upon the polnt in the present ex- 
hausted state of our time and space : 
only we shall take leave to say, that 
if every advocate for that view of 
baptism which Mr. Jebb scems to 
have taken. had felt as he feels, writ- 
ten as he writes, and delineated as he 
delineates the true nature of the re- 
renerating change, and the deep 
spirituality of heart and conduct 


— alone can testify its existence 
to salyation, we 


‘make it available 


dissppulutments of 


| May, 


unfeignedly believe that the advo. 
cates of a different opinion would 
have withlcld their protests, and the 
blood and treasure spe nt in the late 
controversy might ali heve been spar. 
ed. Jt is the secret opposition of 
human nature to the purity of con. 
duct and spirituality of heart recom- 
mended by Myr. Jebb, that would 
alone induce us to close Cvery loop. 
hole in doctrine by winich Conviction 
might be evaded, and the benefit of 
such remoustrapnces and exhortations 
lost ona sell-deceiving world, 

We fee] ourselves unw lilingly con- 
strained here to close our particular 
remarks on the sermons belore us; 
apd must be content with informing 
our readers that the tirce last are of 
alocal nature, upon the three several 
occasions of an address } 
Magdalen Asylum, fiom Jobo vill 
ll; *“*Nemher co T condemn thee: 
gu,and sip no more 37 —_eon ordination 
* Pake 


: ee ; 4 } la 
heed uite thyseii, abba wWuio the doc 


ty behalt of a 


ee Ett yy , “ws 2 “H's ; Ps 
sermon. from |] itm. iv. ‘os 


trine ; Coplinuc in them > for wi do- 
ing this, thou shalt boib save thyself, 
and them thet bear thee ;’’—_and a 
visitelion sermon, irom 2 Tim. ii. 
15; Study to shew thyseif approv- 
ed unto God, a workman that need- 
ett pot to be ashamed, rightly divide 
ing the word of trute.? dt must 
suffice to say, that the same charac- 
teristic feacures meet us in these as 
in tne former more ceneial and doc- 
trinal discourses. We think the 
i} refined elo- 
quepnee, On the most touching of all 
yreponcerate im the first; 


with much gravle 


graces ol a pure ans 
subjects, 
i aa : 
plasuncssol speech, 
} Pe 
ty ana SGlE€! 
second; andin the third,a fulness and 


of diction, corresponding to 


vnity of admenition, in the 
loftiness 
the delineation of ibe sublimest of all 
professions, drawn out into all its no- 
blest parts and proportions, require: 
ments and capacities. The latter, 
both sermon and notes, those parucu 
cularly onthe use and worth of the {a 
thers, we can with confidence recom- 


‘att 


mend, aS worthy the perussl even © 


d 
y 
- 
: 
4 


Dery 





a 


m— es C9 = ot Oe et bal FO bee 


a 7 nro lan 


th 














¥ 
4 
$ 
+ 
3 
: 


1818. ] 


the most advanced practitioner in 
«the schools of the prophets.” The 
preceding one reminds us much of 
the invaluable Discours Synodaus of 
Massillon,which it may be said close- 
ly to rival, in every thing perhaps 
but that admirable distinctness with 
which the Gallican bishep descends 
to minute particulars in conauct :— 
an exception which we have always 
had to notice, more or less, in our 
preacher, and which would be pe- 
culiarly inappropriate in an address 
to those just about to take upon 
themselves the sacred office. There 
are, bowever, some good distin- 
evishing observations on preaching 
inp. 295. In the former sermon, 
en the Mavdalen Asylum, it Is next 
to a prodigy, in adverting to the 
Great Example of goodness to peni- 
tent sinners, that Mr. Jebb should 
have so managed his subject, sucha 
subject, as even here to have omit- 
ted that great and master ect ef Di- 
ving benevolence, the pouring out on 
the cross the blood ef the Son of 
God for the sins of men. Can any 
thing be more forcible than the ap 

peal of cur blessed Saviour biraself 
tohisown example in this respect? 
“Even as the Son of man came not 
tobe ministered unte, but to minis- 
ter, and fo g?ve his life a ransom for 
nany.”’ Whence is it, we earnestly 
ask, when ‘* our Lord’s whole cen- 
duct upon earth, and the gracious 
movements of his mediatorial king- 
‘com in nature, providence, and 
grace,” are all delineated by the pres- 
cher for our obedient imitation, that 
our Lord’s own most touching ap- 
peal, the most frequent appeal of his 
Apostles, and that act assuredly most 
dear and most important in all its con- 
sequences to Christians, should have 
bo proportion or pre-eminence in 
the appeals of Mr. Jebb ?* 


* Wecannot say we have aniused, but we 
have certainly employed, curselves in mark. 
"f with what the grammarians call a 
‘aret, Certain passages of the present and 


‘er discourses in this volume, where 2a 
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Had it not been for this omission 
—-one, inour minds, very difficult to 
be accounted for—-we should have 
been disposed to consider the Tenth, 
and we might add several others, of 
the discourses in the volume, as per- 
fect specimens of pulpit addresses 
for an elevated and enlightened con- 
geregation. With an occasional hard. 
ness of expression, Wilh some instan- 
ces of an undue verbosity, with an 
accidental instance or two of obscu- 
rity in thought or expression, with 
a few repetitions, atising from not 
the most studied arrangement of 
his subject, anda few redundancies, 
from the muss cf varied thought and 
expression evidently accumulated in 
a most extensive and diversified 
course of reading and study, we 
think our author admirably formed 
both by nature and art to give to 
statements their vimost importance, 
to doctrines (when he pleases) all 
their value, to exhortetions all their 
jorce, and if not to threatenings all 
their terror, yet to the ineffably at- 
tractive promises of the Gospei all 
their native loveliness. Jt is, per- 
; of feel. 


that We 


haps, to some liitic cxre 


Ing on the amsiable side, 


evurneration bojne { 


contents of the Ldivine 


cpressly given of the 
volume, or of the 
fundamental principles of Christianity, the 
first article of all, in our humble estima 
tion, has been omitted. Take, for instance, 
inp. 197, the «fiices of ** God our Creator, 
Redeemer, and Sanctifier ;” * who loves 


who surrounds 


~ 99 }, x 2 re 
us,” “*who sustains us, 


us with his everlasting arms’. ** who 
guides us bv the inspiration of his Spirit.” 
Again, p. 206: * We shall lave recourse 
to the blessed Author of restoration and 
comfart-——that we mav be raised above 
every wrong propensity, and freed from 
every base desire,” &e. And spain, in p 
932, “That the Eternal Son” “ should 
take our nature upon him, should bear with 
heal our disease Ss; raise 
us from the degradation of siv,” ke. The 
blank in each passage will, ve sve persuad. 
ed, he filled up by cur readers in nearh 
inspired 
Psalmist has himself filled up the last, 
‘who FORGIVETH ALL THINE IN] 
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yay ascribe iis evident backwardness 
at all times to say the truth of hu- 
man nature as itis; and his willing. 
ness to macnify its instinctive ten- 
dency, and even its actual proximity, 
to what it ought to be. The effect 
of this, as of most other amtable 
weaknesses, Is in a Measure to wea- 
ken its own end, by awakening less 
alarm in the hearer, and therefore 
less urgency to sue tor a remedy for 
his guilt and danger. If this weak- 
ness should have had the further et- 
fect, also, of diminishing in our 
preacher’s eyes the value of that vi- 
earlous righteousness intended as a 
covering for our own unrightecus, 
our * naked, and shivering nature,’’ 
how great indeed were the risk of 
indulging it, and how sure a proof 
that no one sound doctrine of 
Scripture and our Church* (and 
their doctrines are the same) can be 
either mepiected or compromised 
Without manttest danger to ah the 
rest! 

In final conclusion of our very 
lone, and we fear prolix, observations 
on this interesting volume: we should 
be most sorry to retire from a task 
from which we trust we hove derived 
profit,as weliasrouch picasure, with 


. rae o ‘ y . i, 
anv other feelgoe but that of thanke 


< #7) 

) , F ee Bo > a 
fulness lor the opportunity of dis- 
Be r - 5 ‘ +} Wa} 7? ' 
charging Vi. and a full and dae ap- 


preciation : 


_ c ‘ ; = : 
cellence ef the euthor on whom we 


We have 


a. ' 


iW Hin a Virorous atin Tullsiad Poa. 


most 


;) thie ¢ eat wortn and ex- 


have commnmicnied, found 


mination, em pla,ed upen the 
worthy and most ennobling of all 
-obyects; and, what is sull better, a 
warm and feeling heart, allectionate- 
fy devoted to all that is pure tu mo- 
rats and spiriitial in piety. * What- 
soever things are honest, or just, or 
pore, or lovely, or of good report, 
whatever there is of virtue or 
praise,” he has well and often 
thought on these thtngs. His doc- 


trines, though in the detail some- 


what diversely modelled according 
“See Article IX. “ on Original or Birth 


to certain peculiar impressions, ne. 
ver in the slightest degree conduct 
him to the cold abstract moralities 
of the Socinian school, nor to the 
high sounding boasts or exclusive 
claims of a sull more extensive Pha. 
risaic formality. Bordering, per. 
haps, a litthe nearer upon some of 
the more innocent abstractions of q 
well-known Quiet sect, who inherit 
rather the garb than the spirit of ap. 
cient Puritanism, he yet forgets jot 
in Ais dispensation of the Spirit the 
outward signs and pledges of its 
gifts, nor would, we are persu-ded, 
incur any of the suspicions in res. 
pect of docirine that bave sometimes 
attached, whether justly or rot, to 
the adherents of Barclay. Unitng 
in hie self much of the strictiess in 
precept, with all the fervour ard 
sanctity la principic,of Wallam Law, 
we trust we shall ever see Mr. Jebb 
as clearas his pages now evitice him 
to be, of the unintelligible and ex- 
travarant Hights into which a busy 
and upegoverped fancy at Jast cone 
ducted thatonce useful writer. Per- 
haps he approaches more closely the 
standard of the amiable and pious 
Fenelon, deeply spiritual 
sentiments we could sometimes fan- 


whose 


cv him to have enunciated with the 
superior cnergy of a Massillon or a 
Bourdaloue. But Fenelon bad re- 
course to the feeble dowmas and 
lameutable concetis, the Ave-Marias 
and transubstantiating process, of 
an irrational superstition, to support 
the fabric of his high and tower- 
ing spirituality; and his towers and 
his foundation, his religion and bis 
church, bave alike given way in the 
dating conflict of human opinion. 
We have a church azainst whose 
solid foundations we feel more than 
a mortal persuasion that the gates 
of heil shall not be able to prevail. 
We confidently believe its basis [0 
be the Rock of Ages, and its super 
structure the temple of Truth. 
Let us only tread the courts of this 
church in peaceful unaninuty + WO" 
ship at her shrine with an enlight- 
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ened and undissembled devotion ; 


and dra : 
hallowed recesses, with the same 
undisuingulshing confidence, ali ver 
treasures of Wisdom and sapatadlin ag 
of doctrine, precept, and example 
shall find, amidst all the vi- 
cissitudes of this lower scene, that 
«God will be known within her 
walisas a sure refuge ;” and, no less 
heautiful for situation than calculated 
-o become the joy of the whole earth, 


vee we 
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w from every chamber of ner 


wi 


she shall be acknowledged by all as 
a worthy portal tothat Leavenly tem- 
ple, where her true members shall 
for ever shine as durable pillars, and 
shall no more go out.* 


* The reader will perceive that we have 
omitted all reference to Mr Jcbb’s Appen- 
dix, as it would have led into an intermina- 
ble length of discussion, especially as We 
are not disposed to agree with the author 
in his genera: positions 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 


PreParine for publication:---Annals of 
Scottish Bpiscopacy, by the Rev, J. Skin- 
ery Abridgment of Bishop  ‘Paylor’s 
Great Exeroplar, by Rev. W.N> Darncil; 
‘Travels in Eyypi, Nubia, the Holy 
Land, &e , by Capt. Light ;---Practical Ser- 
mons, by Dr. W. Barrow ;---A Maauscript, 
lately discovered, of De. King, of St Ma- 
ry’s, Oxford ;---Life of Napoleon Bona- 
parte, by M. Gacon-Dufour ;---and a Bio- 
graphical Sketch of B. Haydon, isq. by 
W. Carey. 


In the press :---Poems, by Mrs. Darke 
-and A ‘Treatise on the Commercial Law 
of England, by Barvon Field. 


Mr. Valpy has issued proposals for pub- 
lishing a new edition of the Delptin Clas- 
sics, with the Variorum Notes, to be en. 
tiled * The Regent’s Edition.” Phe maps 
will be be autifuily e exec uted, and the wood- 
cuts will also be inserted The notes will 
be printed at the end of each sathor, — 
the vaylous re adings will be placed under 
the text The indices will be carefully 
collated, the references being to book and 
chapter. “fhe Delphin Interpretatio wil] 
ve placed under the text. The Literaria 
Nititis from the Bipont editicn will be 
‘ine to each author. The whole will 

‘printed uniformly in 8vo. each part six 
iundred and seventy-two pages. 18s. bds, 
‘0 subscribers ; and 1/ 1s. to non-subscrib- 
“'s. Copies on very fine thick royal paper, 
subscribers, 1/, 163. to non-subseribers 


e 


eis 


4 
ot ar 


25. The whole will make about one 
hundred and twenty ov one hundred and 
thirty parts, Twelve parts wiil be printed 
inthe year, “the work cannot be solid in 
separate parts. 


Philosophical Lamp.---A lamp without 
fame, bas been recently invented upen a 
very simple and elegant prin: ‘ale A coil at 
thin piatina wire is placed round the wick 
of a spirit lamp, the fame of which makes 
the plativa red hot Tie lamp is thea 
biews out, and the platina, throughout all 
the coils above the cotton, acquires a white 
hieat, owe continues in that state as long ae 
any spirits remain in the lamp, diffusing a 
brithant et i, suihcient to illuminate any 
object placcd tn its neighbourhood, The 
platina wire ought not to exceed the one 
hundredth part of an inch in diameter; 
twelve coils of which, spirally twisted, are 
to be placed so as half to surround the 
wick and half to remain elevated above it, 
The diameter of the coils should be three- 
twentietins of an inch, and approach as near 
to each ether us possible without touching. 
C: umphor may be porn te for alcohol; 2 
‘cylinder of which, placed instead of'a wick, 
will cause the ies tO give out ano in 
tensely vivid light, without the unr pleasant 
effuvia that attends the burning of alco. 
bol, 


New Churches---The official document 
upon which the measures now tw contem- 
plation for building new churches 
founded, are very voluminous. ‘The 
loy ing os an abstract of the returps 
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536 
Number of Benefices . 10,421 
Population ° -— 9,940,391 
Churches . 10,192 

Chapels . 1,551 -- 11,743 
Number of persons they can 

contain ° 4,770,975 
Glebe-houses fit for residence 5.417 
Benefices with no Glebe-huuses 2,626 
Glebe-houses sot fit for residence 2,183 
Livings net exceeding ZiD .. 12 
ene. ee | 
inte BE, . 119 
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—-—-——--——— 70 .. 30l 
—————~———— 80 .. 278 
— 90 .. 251 
- 100 .. 594 
— 30 .. 2 
——— 120 .. 280 
130 |. . 254 
— 40.4.2 
150 .. 219 
Total number of Benefices  ; 2 £3 
notexceediig 150d. ‘ — 
Number of Livings, the value 
of which are not specified, 
being returned as Imipropri- 
ations, or Appropriations 97 
Sinecures . . : 38 
Number of Livings not includ. 
edin the preceding «lasses, 
and therefore presumed to 
exceed the value of 150/, 
yearly - ; . 5,995 


An Abstract of the Totals of Parishes con- 
taining a Population of above 2000, of 
which the Churches will not contain one 
half :— 


Population - - 4,659,786 
Number of Persons the Chur- 

ches and Chapels will con- 

tain - - - 949,222 
Excess of Population above the 

capacity of Churches 3,710, 564 


An Abstract of the Totals of Parishes of 


above 4000 inhabitants, of which the 
Churches will not contain a Quarter:— 


Population ‘ . - 2,947,698 
Number of Persons the Chur- 

ches and Chapels will con- 

tain : - - A419, 193 
Zxcess of Population above the 

capacity of Churches 2,528,505 


British Climate —Much having been 
‘ately said upon the deterioration of the 
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climate of this country, the following me, 
teorologics: facts may not be unwelcome 
to our readers. They are taken from the 
Tables of the Philosophical Transactions. 
and by them it appears, that for the lag 
fifty years the average difference in the 
heat, tor the wiole year, does not vary 
three degrees; it having fluctuated pe, 
51° and 49° of Fahrenheit. But upon com, 
paring the heat of the five summer mentlig 
for the years mentioned below, it wil] be 
seen that there is a very material difference 
We lave taken, as far as the Journals ar 
complete, every fifth year. The number 
are the maxima of the heat of the respec. 
tive months. 























May. | June, | July. | Augt. | Sept. 
1775 | 74.5|815]82 |755] 75) 
1790 | 84.5 | 84.5] 82 | 83.5] 84 | 
179U | 66 86 73.5 | 77 68 | 
1795 | 81.5| 77.5 | 76 79 78 | 
1800 | 75 73 sl 89 7 | 
1805 | 72 73 ‘9 178 80 | 
181U | 67 78 478 | 80 — | 
1815 | 68 70 72 69 70 











Kaleidoscope—Dr. Brewster has just 
taken out a patent for an ingenious optical 
instrument, denominated a Kaleidoscope, 
The construction ig as simple as the illu. 
sion is complete. In its most simple form, 
two mirrors are inclined to each other at 
such an angle that an object placed be. 
tween them will be reflected from mirror 
to mirror, so as to furm a compiete circle 
of radii, of which the line of intersection 
ofthe mirrors passes through the centre. 
A single gem thus placed will form a circie 
of gems; and, conseguentiy, any numbei 
of gems or other objects, however trregular 
their forms ov various their combinations, 
will form a circle of such objects, in per 
fect correspondence and symmetry, eoilect. 
ed round a common centre. The objects 
most proper for the purpose are pieces of 
coloured glass, gems, &c. which are placed, 
for the sake of convenience, between two 
parallel cbhject-glasses, in a tube with 
the mirrors. Nothing can exceed the 
beauty of the combinations produced by 
this simple contrivance. The smaliest 
change in the position of the objects 
gives rise to the most rapid and sur 
prising succession of forms. The !0 
strument is inter ded to assist jewelers, 
glass and paper stainers, carpet manu 
facturers, cotton printers, &e. &e 
discovering more beautiful patterns toot 
would otherwise occur to the eye. 
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able service to the arts; and it has 


sider ' : 
come a popular and pleasing in- 


alread he 
striment 
its combinations. 


OXFORD. 
The University prizes are adjudged as 
follows. —Chancellor’s Prizes. Latin Es- 
sav; “Biography :? Mr, J. Li. Adulphus, 
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B. A. Fellow of St. John’s. English Es- 


say: ‘* Quam vim in moribus populi con- 


of amusement by the beauty of formand:s exhibeant rerum publicarum su- 


bitg mutationes?” Mr S. Hinde, B. A. 
of Queen’s College. Latin Verses: ‘** Ti- 
tus Hierusolvman expugnans”—and ales 
Sir Roger Newdigate’s prize for English 
Verse: “Tne Coliseum”’—to Mr, T. H. 
Ormerod, Fellow of New College. 


LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


TUEOLOGY. 

General Objections against Missions for 
the Conversion of the Heathen considered : 
a Sermon preached at St. Werburgh’s, 
anstol; by the Rev. J. W. Cunningham, 
A.M Vicar of Harrow, &e. 

Sermons and Lectures ; 
Bomtog, D. D. S8va, 12s. - 

The Testimony of Natural Theology to 
Christianity ; by Thomas Gisborne, M. A. 
Imo, 3s. 

Twelve Sermons, preached at Calcutta 
by the Rev. David Brown, late Senior 
Chaplain to the Hon. the East-India Com- 
pany. 6va. 12s. 

Sermons on Faith, Doctrines, and Public 
Duties ; by the Very Rev. W. Vincent, 
late Dean of Westminster ; edited by the 
Rev. C. Simeon, 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

The Holy Bible, newly translated from 
the original Hebrew, with Notes critica 
and explanatory; by John Bellamy, Part 
i containing the Book of Genests. 

Essavs on the Wisdom of God; by the 
Rev. Daniel Lyerman. Svo 19s. ; 

The Homilies of the Established Church 
inthe Welsh Language. Dedicated, by 
hermission, to His Roval Highness ¢ e 
Prince Rerent; by the Rev. John Roberts, 
\.M. Vicar of Tremeirchion, Flintshire. 
ovo. 19s, €d. 


hy Alexander 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


An Account of the Life and Writings of 
John Erskine, D D.; by Sir BLM. Well- 
wood, Bart. D. D. with an Appendix and 
Notes. 8vn, 14s. 

Annual Obituary, vol. 2, 1818 135s. 
_ACritical Examination of the Bishop of 
Landal’s posthumous volume, entitled, 
“Anecdotes cf his Life.” 8vo. 3s. 

The Fourth and Last Canto of Childe 


Hart. wrigt } T 
Sarod, With other Poems and Notes; by 
ra Byron. Svo. 12s 


4 


ia) , at 2 ' — 
Christ. Obsery. Na. 19° 


The Travels of Marco Polo, a Venetian, 
in the thirteenth century ; translated from 
the Ttahan, with notes; by W. Marsden, 
Esq F.&.S. with a Map. 4to, 2/. 12s. 6d, 
line, 4/ As. 

‘Tables of Comparative Chronology, ex- 
hibiting the Dates of the principal Events 
which took place from the Flood to the 
Fali of the Empire. 10s 6d. 

The Civil and Constitutional History of 
Rome, from the Foundation to the Age of 
Augestus; by Henry Bankes, Esq. M. P. 
2vols Svo 24s. 

Memoirs of the Court of Queen Eliza- 
beth, with a Portrait from the rare print, 
by Crispin de Passe; by Lucy Aikin. 2 
vols. 2vo. 12 3s 

The Science of Horticulture, including 
a Practical system of the Management 
of Fruit-trees; arranged on demonstrative 
physiological principles 

Che Prats of James, Duncan, and Robert 
M’Gregor, three sons of the celebrated 
Rob, Roy, before the Igh Court of Jus- 
ticiary inthe years 1752, 1753, and 1754: 
to which ts prefixed a Memoir relating to 
the Highlands; and Anecdotes of Rob 
Roy and his Family. 12mo 7s. 

Results of an Investigation respecting 
Epidemic and Pestilential Diseases, includ. 
ing Researches in the Levant; by Dr. 
Maclean 

The Friends, a Poem, in Four Books ; by 
the Rev. Fran. Hodgson, A. M., Vicar of 
Bakewell, Derbyshire. 8vo. 7S. 

Substance of a Speech delivered by the 
thancellor of the Exchequer on Monday 
the 16th of Mareh, 1818, on proposing a 
Grant of one Million for providing addi- 
tional Places of Public Worship in Eng- 
land 1s. Gd. 

Longman, Hurst, 
Brown’s [urst 
logae of Old 
Qs, 6d 


~ vw? 
’ 


Recs, Orme, and 
Part of a General Cata- 


‘ 
Books, for the year 1818. 
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Number of Benefices 10,421 


Population . - 9,940,391 
Churches , 1,192 

Chapels rn 1,551 -- 11,743 
Number of persons they can 

contain : : 4,770,975 
Glebe-houses fit for residence 5.417 
Benefices with no Glebe-huuses 2,626 
Glebe-houses sot fit for residence 2,183 
Livinys not exceeding £19 . oe 
——— — a LY A5 
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— 120 .. 280 


150). . 254 














— 140 . . 217 
- ~ 190 .. 299 
Total number of Benelices 2 £03 
notexceediige 13ud. — 
Number of Livings, ihe value 
of which are not specified, 
being returned as Tmpropri- 
ations, Or Appropriauons 27 
Sinecures - - : 38 


Number of Livings not includ. 
edin the preceding «lasses, 
and therefore presumed to 
exceed the value of 150/. 
yearly : . 5,995 

An Abstract of the Totals of Parishes con- 
taining a Population of above 2000, of 
which the Churches will not contain one 
half :— 


Population - - 4,659,786 
Number of Persons the Chur- 

ches aid Chapels will cua- 

tain . - - 949,222 
Excess of Population above the 

capacity of Churches 3,710,564 


An Abstract of the Totals of Parishes of 
above 4000 inhabitants, of which the 
Churciies will not contain a Quarter :— 


Population . ‘ 2,947,692 
Number of Persons the Chur- 

ches and Chapels will con- 

tain - . . 419 193 
Zxcess of Population abave the 

capacity of Churclics ‘ 2 528,505 


British Climate. —Much liavinge been 
‘ately suid upon the deterioration of 
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climate of this country, the following me. 
teorologica: facts may not be UnWelcone 
to curreaders. They are taken from the 
Tables of the Philosophical Transactions. 
and by them it appears, that for the last 
fifty years the average difference in th 
heat, tor the whole year, does not yay 
three degrees; it having fluctuated pe, 
51° and 49° of Fahrenheit. But upon com, 
paring the heat of the five summer mont)is 
for the years mentioned below, it Will be 
seen that there is a very material difference 
We lave taken, as far as the Journals ay 
complete, every fifth year. The number 
are the maxima of the heat of the respep, 
tive montlis. 
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May. | June. | July, | Augt. | Sept, 
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1775 (| 74.5] 815 
1780 | 84.5 | 84: 
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1790 | 66 8&6 73.5 | 77 68 
1795 |} 815{[77.5[76 |7 78} 
1800 | 75 79 fon 89 77 
1805 | 72 75 79 7 80 | 
1$1U | 67 75 76 80 -- 
1815 | 68 70 72 69 70 





Ka/leidoscope-—Dr. Brewster has just 
taken out a patent for an ingenious optical 
instrument, denominated a Kaleidoscope, 
The construction i8 as simple as the illu 
sion is complete. In its most simple form, 
two mirrors are inclined to each other at 
such an angle that an object placed be. 
tween them will be reflected from mirror 
to mirror, so as to furm a compiete circle 
of radii, of which the line of intersection 
ofthe mirrors passes through the centre. 
A single gem thus placed will form a circle 
of gems; and, conseguentiy, any numba 
of gems or other objects, however trregular 
their forms or varicus their combinations, 
will form a circle of such objects, in per 
fect correspondence and symmetry, eoilect- 
ed round a common centre. The objects 
most proper for the purpose are picces of 
coloured glass, gems, &c. which are placed, 
for the sake of convenience, between twe 
parallel cbject-glasses, in a tube wit! 
the mirrors. Nothing can exceed the 
beauty of the combinations produced ); 
this simple contrivance. ‘he smallest 
change in the position of the objects 
gives rise to the most rapid and sur 
prising succession of forms. The 1" 
strument is inte; ded to assist jewene’s 
paper stainers, carpet mall 
printers, &e. &¢ 
beautiful patterns tet 
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pervice to the arts; and it has 
, lreads hecome a pop yular ai nd P! leasing il- 
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RB. A. Feilow of St. John’s. English Es- 
say: **Quam vim in tmoribus popul con- 
formandis e xhibeant rerum publicarum su- 
“ bitge mutationes?” Mr S. Hinde, B. A. 
of Queein’s College. Latin Verses: ‘* Ti- 
tus Hierusolvman « xpilg enans’—-and also 
Sir Roger Newdizate’s prize for English 


pi eee iy es. Latin Es: Verse: ‘bie Coliseumn”’—to Mr, T. H. 

ase: Le bs graphy ” 5. I.. Adul phus, Ormerod . Fellow of New College. 
LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIO 

THEOLOGY The Travels of Marco pre a Venetian, 

seneral Ob jectia ns against M issions for in the thirteenth century ; tr _ stated from 

the mversion of the Eicathen a ynsidered : the Peg with notes 4s W Psp tay 

a Sermon pre eached at St. y CROMER A'S, s Esq F R.S. with a ide. 4to. 2 12s. 6d, 
Bristol; by the Rev. Sigh Hy Cunninghas tg tine, 4. 4S. . | | | 

A. M Vicar of Harrow, &e. Aenamcieed Comparative Chronology, ex- 

Sermons and Lect tures; by Alexander pameels the Dates of the principal Events 


OVA, } 6 


Brimtyn, D. D. ! 

The Pestimony of Nat urat Thectons to 
Christianity ; by Thomas Gisborne, M. A. 
Tomo, 3s. 

Twelve Sermons, preached at Calcutta 
by the Rev. David Brown, late Senior 
Chaplain to the Hon, the East-India Com- 
pany. 12s. 

Sermons on Faith, Doctrines, and Public 
Duties ; by the Very Rev. W. Vincent, 
late Dean of Westminster ; edited by the 
Rev. C. Simeon. mm LOs. Gl. 

The Holy Bible, newly translated from 
the origin al Hi brew, with Notes critical 


Svo. 


and ex “ple inatorv; by Jo hn Bellamy, Part 
i cantamning: th Bo Hk of Genesis. 


Essavs on the Wisdom of God; by the 
Rev. Daniel Lyerman, } 

The Homilies of the Established C 
inthe Welsh Language 


permission, to His Rox id 


‘) 
al/3S. 


Svo 
hureh 
Dedicated, by 


Highness toe 


Prince Rerent; by the Rev. Jolin Robe: 
1M. Viearot Premetrchion, Flintshire. 
ovo. i405, &d, 

MISCELLANEOUS, 


An Account of the Life Writings of 

Erskine, D D.; by Sir H. M. Weil- 

wood, Bart. D. D, with an Appendix and 
Notes. 8vo. 14s. 

Annual Of NtUAry, vol, 2, 1818 
_AChitical Examination of the Bishop of 
Landali’s posthumous volume, entitled, 

Anecdotes cf his Life.’ Svo. $s. 


The Fourth and Last Canto of Childe 
* 


? 
atiil 


15s. 


iin) os. . 
», With of ner Poe ms and Notes: wy 
ord Byron. 
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which took place from the Flood to the 
Fall of the Empire. 10s 6d. 
The Civil and Constitutional History of 
. from the Foundation to the Age of 
Augesius; by Henry Bankes, Esq. M. P. 
2vols Svo 24s. 

Memoirs of the Court of Queen Eliza- 
beth, with a Portrait from the rare print, 
by Crispin de Passe; by Lucv Aikin. 2 
vols, @vn. 1 5s 

The Science of Horticultare, including 
a Practical system of the Management 
of Fruit-trees; arranged on demonstrative 
phys 


ke me 


tae 
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mes, Dunean, and Robert 
M’Gregor, three sons of the celebrated 
Rob, Roy, before the Heh Court of Jus. 
ticiary inthe ye 752, 1753, and 1754: 
to which ts prefixed a Memoir relating to 
the Highlands; and Anecdotes of Rob 
Roy aud his Family. 12mo 7s. 

Results of an Investigation respecting 
Epidemic and Pestilential Diseases, includ. 
ine Researches in the Levant; by Dr. 
Maclean 

The Friends, a Po Mm, in Four Books ; by 

the Rev. Fran. Hodgson, A. M., Vicar of 
Bakewell, Derbvshire. 8vo, cS. 
‘stance of a Speech delivered by the 
thancellor of the Exchequer on Monday 
the l6th of Mareh, 1818, on proposing a 
Grant of one Million for providing addi- 
tional Places of Public Worship in Eng- 
land =. 1s. Gd. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE 80- 
CIUTY. 


YTurs Society held its Fourteenth Anni- 
versary on the 6ta of May. We hope in 
our next number to be able to give an out- 
line of the principal speeches delivered on 
that occasion; in the mean time our read- 
ers wil! peruse with no ordinary satisfac- 
tion the tollowing brief sketch of the Re- 
port, Wich 13 itself but a brief sketch of 
the «ransactions during the past year of the 
multifarious institutions for the dissemine- 
tion of the Scriptures. 


EUROPE. 


Under this bead we shall advert to the 
Netherlands, Germany, Prussia, Switzer- 
land, ¢rance, Italy, Malta, Denmark, Ice- 
land, Sweden, Norway, and Russia, 


United Netherlands Bible Saciety.—The 
establishments under this common desig- 
natiun, now fifiy-two in number, have ob- 
tained nearly 3,500/. during the last year, 
and circulated 4,578 Bibles and Testa- 
ments. Among their objects is an edition 
of the Malay Bible in the Arabic charac- 
ter. The British and Foreign Bible Socicty 
have contracted for 5,000 Bibles and 5,U00 
additional Testaments of this edition. 


Germany and Prussia.~-Yhe Society at 
Hancver, under the patronage of the Duke 
of Cambridge,has disposed of 12,000 copies, 
and the Branch at Osnaburg of 2,500. A 
aociety has becn formed at Hildesherm.— 
The Brunswick Society, under his Serene 
Highness the Duke Augustus, has formed 
various branches. The Hambro-Altona 
Society is printing 10,000 German Bibles, 
and 2,006 extra Vestaments. In Mecklin- 
burg a promising Society has been formed, 
at Kostock. The Frankfort (on the Maine) 
Society has successfully extended its influ. 
ence and operations. Various other insti- 


5 e . : cs 
tutions have arisen, or are in the course of 


tormation, in different parts of Germany 
As » specimen of the plans and proceedings 
of the German societies, we may mention 
1,800 Catholic Testaments, and 700 copies 
of Luther’s Bible, distributed by the Nas- 
sau Bible Societv ;—a German stereotype 


Testament by the Dresden Society: 4, 
which society, also, the whole Scriptures 
are printing in the same language, and also 
in the dialect of the Upper Vandals ;—and 
18,000 of the New Testament already 
printed, with a proposed edition of 10,00. 
Bibles, by the Wirtemberg Society. The 
Prussian Bible Society, under the patron. 
age of his Prussian Majesty, exhibits, with 
its auxiliaries and branches, a most grati- 
fying spectacle. Its Central Society, at 
Berlin, distributed in its third year 6,00Q 
German Bibles, An edition of 11,000 copies 
will soon be completed,and another of 10,(0¢ 
immediately undertaken. Of the nume. 
rous societies in connexion with this na- 
tional institution, that of the Grand Duchy 
of Berg sent no less than 650 New Testa. 
ments, with 500 Psalters, to the chaplains 
of the Prussian army in France. That at 
Breslau has completed an edition of 5,000 
of Luther’s Bible, and has been instrumen. 
tal in distributing several thousand copies 
of the Catholic New Testament. The de. 
mand for copies continues very great, and 
the Committee of the Wesel Society in 
particular express their conviction that 
“the reading of the Bible in the family 
circle is on the increase.” 


Switzerfand.—In this country also the 
zeal so often Commended continues to 
operate. At Basle, four presses have been 


continually in action, but the supply is in- 


adequate tothe demand. Onthe 18th of 


last June the eleventh edition of the octavo 
German Bible issued from the press, and 
on the 18th July nota copy was left: on 
the 19th of August the twelfth edition ap- 
peared, and on the 30th the whole impres- 
sion was disposed of: in February last an- 
other edition of 4,G00 copies was produced, 
of which, in the course of a few weeks, 
scarcely fifty copies remained on hand -- 
Among the other recent works of this s0- 
ciety may be mentioned an edition of 5,000 
French Bibles, which will be very serviced 

le during the interval of preparing the 
editions undertaken in other parts of Swit: 
zerland and the south of France. The 
Zurich Soeiety, having completed the im- 
pression of the folio churci Bible, hs? 
just put to press an edition of 5,000 ¢°: 
pies octavo, with a yiew chiefy to supe: 
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the schools and candidates for confirmation. 
rhe Bern Society has distributed 2,690 Bi- 
bles and 9,048 Testaments, and has order- 
eda large further supply. The St. Gall 
society has dispersed since its formation 
vot fewer than 13.696 copies of the Scrip- 
cures. A revised edition of 10,000 copies 
4f Ostervald’s French Bibie, in quarto, 1s 
., coniemplation by the Societies of Gene- 
va, Lausanne, Bern, and Neufchatel. The 
shabitants of the Walleys of Piedmont, 
stirred up again by the spirit which so emi- 
aently distinguished their pious ancestors, 
actually come and entreat to be permitted 
to subscribe their mite to the Waldenses 
Bible Society. 


Pyance --Many thousand copies of tie 
Protesiant New Yestament of QOstervald, 
iad the Catholic version by Le Maitre de 
Sacv stereotyped at Paris, have been dis- 
perved in France. At Montauban a large 
. jjtion of the Protestant Bible, by Martin, 
,printiig ; the New Testament printed at 
Strasburg is in circulation, and the Old 
Vestament is in progress. An increased de- 
sire to possess and peruse the Holy Scrip- 
tures begins to be manifested in France. 


ftaly—Editions of the Catholic New 
Testament of Martini, without note or 
comment, have been printed both at Turin 
ail Naples, aod many channels have been 


found for useful circulation. 

Maita.—A Bible Society has been form. 
ed here, which is using every endeavour to 
render its advantageous position conducive 
to the dissemination of the Scriptures in 
Asia and the countries bordering on the 
shores of the Mediterranean. 


Among the most pleasing and auspicious 
iidications of the Society’s exertions, we 
Must notice the diffusion of the Scriptures 
among the members of the Roman Catho- 
‘ic communion, and their increasing willing: 
ess to receive them. Various instances 
this occur in the Report betore us. It is, 
oowever, to be greatly lamented, that these 
acililies have not been universal. In the 


case particularly of Austria and Bavaria, 
edicts have been published forbidding the 
establishing: of Bible Societies, suppressing 
those tn existence, and prohibiting the en- 
tance of Bibles printed in foreign coun- 
‘mes. Still, however, especially in Various 
ért3 Of Catholic Germany, 2 


vide door is 
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open for the dispersion of the Scriptures 
among the members of that community. 
Among the most strenuous advocates and 
labourers in this excellent cause, we must 
particularly and most honourably mention 
the Catholic Proiessor of Divinity at Mar- 
burg, Leander Van Ess, who has persever- 
ed in spite of every opposition in printing 
and dispersing among his own communion 
successive editions of his German New 
Testament. ‘+ Never,” he observes, “did 
I disseminate, in so short a period, such a 
vast number of copies of the New Testa- 
ment, as since the time of the late Bible 
prohibition; and no where have I perceiv- 
ed a morc lively and ardent desire afier the 
word of God, than in those very places 
where infatuated men strive to dry up the 
fountain of living water, or to prevent the 
people froin having free access toit.” He 
also adds, “I shall always continue will- 
ingly to labour, with all my strength, as 
long as it is day, for the honour af my Di- 
vine Redcemer : to the end that he may be 
known more and more, and many may be 
saved by the word of his salvation; that lis 
name may be hallowed, his kingdom more 
eHectually come, and his will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven.” 


The proceedings in the North of Furope, 
especially in Russia, continue to be highly 
interesting and important. 


Ihe Danish Society, under his Danish 
Majesty, has been occupied, among other 
objects, in printing 10,000 Bibles and 5,009 
extra Testaments. ‘Iwo promising auxili- 
aries have arisen; one of which,in Novem- 
ber last, reckoned 329 persons, chiefly in 
the lower ranks of life, among its subseri- 
bers. The number of persons connected 
with the Sleswig-Holstein Society consid. 
erably exceeds 10,000. 


The Swedish National Bible Society, un- 
der his Majesty and the principal authori- 
ties lay and ecclesiastical, with its associat- 
ed institutions, is in a state of vigorous and 
progressive operation. The Gothenburg 
Society, 1 a year of peculiar distress, has 
distributed more than 4,000 copies of the 
Scriptures. ‘The parent Society has beer 
enabled to print, in its second year, 21,000 
Bibles and testaments ; inaking the total 
published, from the commencement of bib. 
ical exertions at Stockholm, 105,100 Bi 
bies and Testaments, besides 5,000 Psal 
ters; nearly all of which, at the second an- 
nivecsar of the public 
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the Norway Society has entered active- 
Iv into its fabours, and complete dan edition 


of the New Testament in the larguage of 


that country. 


In Russia, the operations of the Institu- 
tion are far too Numerous for this brief de- 
tail, Every rank and class of persons, civil, 
military, and ecclesiastical, are eager and 
zeulous in the cause. New auncharics are 
rising On every side ; not onty whote ru 
vernments, but departments, towns. and 
single villaves, have formed, orare torminy, 
Bible establisiimenis. The Emperor espe- 
ciaily continues to take the mes! active per- 
sonal interest in the progress ard uselul- 


: b 
ness of the Instituticn, 


 Yconsider” (said the Emperor, in his 
address to the Moscow Bible Suciety) the 
establishment of Bibte Societies in Kussia, 
iy most parts of Burepe, and in other 
quarters of the globe, and the very great 
progress these institutions have made in 
disseminating the woid of God, not merely 
among Christians, butalso amoung Heathens 


and Mahomedaens, as a peculiar display of 


the mercy and grace of God tothe tiuman 
race. On this account, J have taken upon 
myself the denomination of a member of 
the Russian Bible Scciety, and will render it 
every possidle assistance, io order that the 
beneficent Leht of recs Jatnien mey be shel 
among all nations subject to my seeptre.” 
Of the efficiency ofthe Russian Bible Seei- 
ety, in the prosecution ofits object —the pre- 
paration and distribution of the Holy Scrip- 
tures—some judgment mav be formed by 
the interesting facis, that within four vears 
after its establishment the Society had either 
published, or was engaged in publishing, not 
f-wer than forty-three editions of the Ssered 
Scriptures, in sevenreen different largusyucs | 
forming a erand total of 196.000 ec pies ;— 
that the wsue of Bibles and Pestanents in 
the fourth vear, fell hitle short of what bad 
taken place in the three preceding vears, 
while the increase of the funds had been in 
nearly an equal proportion ,—and, move- 
over, that preparations were making, at the 
close of that year, for stereotyping the 
Seriptures in five different languages; ver- 
sions were going forward wwto the common 
Russian, Tartar, and Carehan janpuages ; 
and measures were adopting for procuring 
translations into the Turkish-Armenian, 
and Buriat-Mongolian. When to these 
particulars it is added, that within a month 
afier the anniversary at which they were 


and Nhiitary Bible Soctety, {May, 


reported, sixteen waggon loads of Bibles ang 
Testaments were dispatched from the Capi. 
tal for differ: nt parts of the empire, assur. 
edly nothing further needs be said to de. 
monstrate the effective exertions of thic 
zealous and exterprising institution, 


(To be continued.) 


NAVAL AND MILITARY BIBLE Scocrrp- 


VY. 


On Tuesday, the 12th May, the anniver. 
sary of this mstitation was held ip the 
King’s Corcert Room, biaymarket, At 
12 o’clock the chatr was taken by his Roy. 
al Highness the Duke of York, attended by 
the Archbishops of Canterbury and York 
the Bishops of Londen and "Gloucester, 
tie Earl of Huai rowby, the Chancellor of 


the kxchequer, and a number of other 
characters of the first teopectauility, 


y 


His Royal [iginess having stated ina 
few words the object of the mecting, the 
Report was rend Hy the Secretary — It stat. 
ed, that his Royal biestmess the Duke of 
Kent bad cond: seended to become Patron 
tothe socety, and that ns Grace the Arch. 
bishop of York, the Lords Bishops of Win- 
chester, St. Dasid’sy Rochesicr, Norwich, 
fe. had accepted the ofhee ci Vice. Presi 
dents. ‘The Dake of Ront, aod her Reyal 
HMeehness the Duchess of Gloucester, had 
also condescended to NatPonize, in the 
warmest manner, the Auxiliary Society at 
Glasgow. ‘Lhe issues during the year have 
been 4.480 Bibles and 5,152 Testaments: 
total, 9,632 copies Net receipts. 1,493/ 
17s.6¢. Netexpencditure, 1,493/. 5s. 11d ; 
—leaving Bebles uspaid for co the amount 
of 6504 5; and the actual debt (after reckon- 
ing for drafts running due, 4014 os, 40) 
2482 16s 8d. Vhe money contributed 65 
private soldiers and sarlors in the past vear, 
is 359/ Os. Ald. s of which 121/ 48. Sd was 


fromthe ariny in France whe Society is 

E ; Pola Yi i 
unde il CHAP Mews for so! trol Bibles ang 
7 hl ° oO’ ‘ > 
Testaments, Frem Glasgow 422/ have 


heen received, and i602. from the Edin- 
burgh Bible Soctetv. he first battalion 
of the Reval Scottish regiment have vols 
untarily given one day’s pay to the Sociee 
tv. With regard to the Navy, forty shops 
of war have been furnished with Bibles, 
and particular attention bas been paid to 
the vessels emploved on the Arctic Expe- 
dition. Supplies have also been grante 
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ind garrisons ; and it ts highly satisfactory 
to state, that in many instances the Bible 


has not been read in vain. 


We greatly regret we cannot give the 
whole of the speeches delivered on this oc- 
sasion. The Archbishop of Canterbury 
applauded the Duke of York for his paren- 
‘ai care of the army in spiritual as well as 
temporal affairs He particularly mentien- 
of the app somntment and conduct of chap- 
lainsin the late war; and he “ thought it 
bat justice to Say, irom his own know. 
ledge, that those regulations were solely 
owing to the indefatigable exertions of his 
Roval Highness, who, leoking beyond the 
incertanties Of lite, had endeavoured by 
eyery effort to prepare the military war- 
rior, thiogh the blessing of Ged, for a 
hapry entrance into that blessed countiy, 
where they shall no more hurt nor destroy 
in all God’s hely mountamn.”’— the Chan. 
cellor of the BXchequer expressed his high 
pprovation OF the Sociery and its efforts 
lhe principle on which they were associat 
ed, was one Which must commend itself 
to every person Who had any love fer the 
Scriptures. He then fore: bly pointed out 
the peculiar claims cf the army and navy 
on the religious benevolence ef the country, 
vid the importance of true piety for elevat- 
we the character and courage of our soal- 
diers ard sailrs—The Archbisvop cof 
York and the Bishop of London cxpressed 
their full concurrence in the preceding re- 
marks. The latter pointed cur the neces- 
sitvof “a knowledge, belief, and practice 
of Christian principles,” as the only sure 
ground of public morals; adding, that 
nothing “deserves the name of morality 


which iS Hot ¢ losely abthed tr) reich Ws fee 1 
ing and sincere faith? His Lordship also 


varmiy eulovised the Institution at Chel- 
sea, in Which nearly 1,500 children, male 
and female, are educated in the principles 
f religion.‘ he Duke of York mi re pry 
exoressed his attachment to the Estabtie! 

ed Church and her forms of worship, cor 
iudg his remarks as follows: ‘“* In the 
Neh situation in which Providence has 
seen pleased to i dace me, I certainiv feel ut 
4 duty to endeavour, as far as I can, to 
promote religious mstruction ; for that man 
who fears his Ged will never dishonour his 
king.”’-~The Bishop of Gloucester, in mov- 
ng the thanks of the meeting tothe Dukes 
f Kent and Gloucester and the Prince 
Leopold, particularly dwelt upon the bene- 
ts Which the soldier might derive under 


ne circumstance of temptation and diiii- 


yy ‘ : 
uv from the promises, the warnirgs, and 


‘© precepts of Seripture.--Mr. Wilber. 


Religious Intelligence——Naval and Military Bible Society. 





force urged the claims of our brave de 
fenders upon our gratitude, under the 
great moral dangers to which they are ex- 
posed —The Ear! of Harrow by expressed 
his concurrence in the preceding senti- 
ments, eng ** decidedly of opinion, that 
men could be considered truty great only 
in proportion as they ere truly good’ 
The Kev, J... W. Cunningham forcibils 
pointed out the necessity of ** moral ener. 
gv” to the efficiency of Gur armies, whose 
case he contrasted with the cold, beartless, 
atheistical fechngs of the French soldiery — 
Adiniral Lerd Gambier testified from his 
own experience the support to be derived 
from the word of God, both m the danger 
ous service of his country , and in the ques 
retreats of demestic lfe.---The Bev. Dr 
Henderson stated, that im Russia, and 
other places, similar societies had beer 
formed: he mentioned the Emperor Alex. 
ander as most ardent in the cause Among 
Individnal instances of the spirit, he alluded 
tothe Cossack Bible Society, formed fast 
July, at the first meeting of which 1,000 
had been subseribed.--.Cept. Pakenham 
RON. dwelt upon the higu consequences 
resulting from sound meral and scriptural 
views.---Robert Grant, Fsq panegyrizes 
the virtnes and valour of our troops, anc 
reminded the meetuny of ithe necessity o: 
not relaxing our ererytes mm) them belalf - 
Uiging, from the condnvet pursued after t! 
vietories of Watertca and of the Nile, thi 
absurdity of the argues t thatour sold ers 
wed sailors ace not actuated by religious 
and moral te eling s, and would not feel in. 
terested in the operations of the Socicty...- 
The remaminge spcakers were the Rev. 
Ir. Haw'trev; B. Shaw, Esq. M. P.; Capt 
Gordon, R. No; Admiral sir J Saumarez; 
es \Ve are sorry 


and the Hev. Jolin Owen 


we have only rorm to advert to the Admi- 
ral, who st nen that he had uniformly found 
that the best ual bravest sailcrs wete those 
who habriua ats ical their Bibles. In allu- 
SON tQ A Victory Caine ¢ uncer his com. 

mand, he added, that ‘he could only say 

that io was hoy through the Rible. ar 


from a fim c «dence inthe grace of God, 
which that sacied aes e inspired, that he 
had been animated to combat the danger; 
before him, and to be snecessful. But the 
Victory was ¢ f God; and he would Jour 
holy Psalmist in exclaiming, * Not 
unto me, O Lord! not unto me, but toth 

Name be all the glory.” Every ship dic 
iis duty that day; but it was in the nam 
of our God thet we set up ou: banners, ane 
the Lord had heard our pravers To 
figiit in an humble dependence on Divine 
protectiun, and with a simple unmixed 1 


with the 








<<: 


a 43 ik ue Liited,.—NSo6cit Li) jor the 
Hance on the Divine mercy, through the 
Redeemer, is, and always must be, the 
high way to victory and honour.” 


~ 


SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF 
THE GO>oPEL. 


The ‘annual sermon before the Society 
was preached by the Lord Bishop of Pe- 
terborough, on the 20th February, at the 
parish church of St. Mary-le-Bow, froin 
1 Yim. ii. 4---6. 


The annual meeting was held in the ves- 
try-rooin, after the sermon; when it ap- 
peared, from the Report, that the benefac- 
tions, dividends, subscriptions, &c. for the 
year, have been 4,608/. 15s. Sd.; and the 
parhamentary grant, in aid of the Society’s 
exertions in the North American colonies, 
8,1261. 5s.; amounting together to 12,7552. 
M, 8d. Of this amount, 9,73i/. 6s. 11d. have 
heen expended in salaries and gratuities to 
missionaries, catechicts, and schoolmasters, 
and inex!bitions tothe schulurs atthe col. 
rege in Nova Scotia. 


The following is a hist of the Societs’s 
Miussionarics:---Newfoundlange, 3 mission. 
aries, anc! 2) schoolmasters ; Neva Scotia, 
17 missionaries, 1 assistant, 18° school 
masters, and 5 schoolmistresses ; in New 
Brunswick, 9 missionaries, with 10 school- 
masters, anc 1 scliooimistress ; Cape Bre- 
ton, 1 missionary; Upper Canada, 3 mis- 
sionaries, &c.; Lower Canada, 5 missiona- 
ries. In Africa, on the Gold Coast, the 
African Company’s chaplain receives 504, 
per annum from the Society, as a mission- 
ary, catechist, and schoolmaster to the Ne- 
eroes. In New South Wales, 2 school- 
masters; and in Norfolk Island, 1 master 
and 1 mistress, 


Upon the Bishop of Nova Scotia's re- 
commendation, the Society have extended 
the number of exhibitions at the college of 
Windsor to six, and those at the Academy 

ipl Three youug ten have atready 
een educated at this imtant establishment 
sor the ministerial office, who are siated ta 
ne discharging the duties of their ministry 
with fidelity and success; and the Socicty 
honk forward with confidence io a con- 
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tion in America have been crowned with 
success. The National school has enjoy. 
ed distinguished patronage at Halifa; 
yaruicularly that of the Gosersor and the 
Bishop. Schools upon this system have 
been formed for boys al several places. 
and it is expected that a female <¢) ol 
will be opened immediately at Haifa 
The Society, thus fostering with a liberg| 
hand the laudable exertions of the people 
at Halifax, have been prompted to the 
measure in the Lope of introducing the 
system to the whole province. ‘The mani. 
fest superiority of the Nauional system of 
educxtion had created such a sensation 
throughout the two provinces of Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick, that’ applica. 
tions had been transmitted to the Com. 
mittee from all quarters, for permission to 
send the several schoolmasters to Halifay 
to acquire a sullicient Knowledge of the 
plan, for the introduction of it into their 
respective scliouls. 


It appeared to be peculiarly desirable 
to form a similar establisiment at St, 
John’s, New Brunswick: creat exertions 
liave been made, and considerable sub. 
scriptions have been ratsed, for the erection 
of a scheuthouse, and the support of a 
schoolmaster. The Society view with 
satisfaction the rapid progress of this pow: 
erful instrument for the religious educa. 
tion of the Jower orders; and have not 
hesitated as tar as possible to encourage 
the undertaking. 


The Rev. Gearge Stewart, Missionary 
at Kingston, has been furnished with a 
considerable supply of Indian Prayer- 
bocks, for the use of the Mohawks. A 
version of the Gospel of St. Mark into that 
language has been for many years bound 
up together with the Common Prayer; 
and expectations have been raised that 
the remaining Gospels will shortly be 
translated. 


At Cumberlaud, Parrsborough, and 
Sackville, New Brunswick, there appears 
to be every disposition among the people 
to exert themselves in erecting new 
churches, or in repairing old ones. The 
Society have willingly, therefore, lent 
themselves Lo these pleasing expectations j 
and have given the strongest assurances, 
that they will meet the proposals from 
every part of the country, with a dis- 
position to furaish the people with Mis- 


‘ “>? . 
‘ee ae. | 





JHE 
follow! 
—By 
power 
of the 
ing th 
of ind 
bound 
her di 
eine 
atipul 
rentes 
that : 
suppl) 
1817, 
come 
EXCeeL 
the pi 
theretc 
such 
would 
of Go' 
is as fe 
six'eer 
siX MI 
were | 
ng a | 
of 1,39 
tal wh 
pr 1M id 
rentes | 
a little 
line, Ww 
fourth | 
dation 
ceive a 
Inscrib: 
which, 
(taking 
about $ 
ther re 
The co 
this ar 
modera 
sume, | 
liave uy 
Cation 
Own su 
been re 
fen s¢ 


We 


a 
Jueen } 








€ 
ir 


[fe 


at 


d 


ry 
al 





1313. | 


Pub. Af —France...SL@it.., United States...Great Britain. 


Dd 
a) 


VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 


FRANCE, 

jue Duke de Richelieu has mace the 
‘yiowing communication to the chambers, 
_By the treaty of 1814 the contracting 
sowers reciprocally renounced the whole 
nf the sums due to them, but, in surrender. 
ing their own rights, still held sacred those 
of individuals. France, in consequence, 
pound herself to discharge the whole of 
wer debts to individual foreigners or for- 
eign estublishments, and under subsequent 
guipulations assigned seven millions” of 
rentes for their liquidation, undertaking 
that if this proved inadequate she would 
supply the deficiency. But in February 
817, when the whole of the claims bad 
come in, ministers discovered them far to 
exceed the calculations belore made, or 
the powers of France to liquidate = ‘They. 
therefore “proposed to the Allied courts 
such a modification of the contracts as 
yould bring them within the competency 
of Government to discharge. The result 
is as follows: the sum total of claims was 
sixteen hundred millions of francs (sixty- 
six millions sterling;) of these, 180 were 
were paid off, and thirty rejected; leav- 
ing a balance ourstanding against France 
of 1,390 millions of franes. The total capr- 
tal which it has now been agreed shall be 
provided for, or for which an equivalent in 
rentes must. be found, 1s 320 millions, cr 
alittle more than thirteen mullion ster- 
ling, which is considerably less than one 
fourth of the remaining debt. In full liqui- 
datiun of this debt, the creditors stiall re- 
ceive about sixteen millions of reztes, to be 
inscribed in the great book of France, and 
Which, at the present rate of French stock 
(taking it at sixty-eight,) would produce 
about 218 millions of francs, being a fur- 
ther reduction virtually of 100 millions. 
The conduct of the Dake of Wellington in 
this arrangement is much praised for its 
Moderation and impartiality. We = pre- 
sume, however, that the Allied sovereigns 
lave undertaken to grant some indemifi- 
tation to the different individuals, their 
own subjects, whose fair claims have thus 
been renounced, and whose property has 
been 80 largely sacrificed, for the sake of 


what is deemed the common good. Ifthey 
consider this act of forbearance towards 
France to be a general benefit, and on that 
ground adopt it, the whole community of 
the different countries, acceding to the 
above stipulation, and not any particular 
individuals, ought, in justice, to bear the 
burden of it 


SPAIN 


The discussions between Spain and 
America are carried cn with & considera. 
le degree of warmth. The arrest of the 
American consul at Cadiz cna civil pro- 
cess, and his harsh treatment during a long 
period of imprisonment; the alleged spo- 
jiations of Spanish cru:sers on the Ameri- 
can trade; and some interferences between 
their respective boundaries on the Wes- 
tern continent, form the subject of those 
discussions ; Which carry with them an 
appearance, on the part of the United 
States, of a wish to find some plausible 
ground of quarrel with the Spanish govern- 
ment.—The revolutionary movements in 
the Spanish cctonies are still continued, 
though too fecbly and irregularly to afford 
a hope that the contest will speedily be ter 
mnated, Advantages are claimed on both 
sides in a succession of petty engagements, 
which appear to be attended with no deci- 


(y 
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UNITED STATES, 

Congress has passed an xct, the object 
of which is to retaliate on us the exclusion 
of their ships from British colonies They 
have prohibited, under severe penalties,the 
intercourse of Eritish ships between the 
Uioted States and cur own colonial pos- 

They doubtless hope, by this 
extraordinary step, to produce a relaxation 
of our nayrgation laws in theirfavour, The 
effect is more likely to be, that the West 
Indies will be stippled with lumber anc 
fish from: our own North American colo. 
nies, and with provisions from Errope, the 
Braziis, or Africa; or which will be sti} 
more desirable, that they 
for themselves. 


Sessions, 


should raise foor 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 


_ We are concerned to state, that the 
{ueen has been seriously itl, Onthe even 


o " ~ * 7 
ing of Saturday the 2d of May her Majesty 


” 


was seized witha violent spacmodic at 
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tack, whiie taking tea witha party at the 
Duke of York’s. Her Majesty has just 
completed her seventy-fourtn year. The 
danger a appears to have been so great, that 
Ministers have thought it their di uty to 
bring in a bill for the care of his Mayesty’s 
person, andto prevent public inconvenience, 
in case of the demise of the Queen during 
the dissolution of Parhament The ac- 
count to-dav (May 27) is very favourable : 
she is Said io be recovertog faust from her 
iness. 

The other principal domestic transac. 
tions during the nionth may be briefly sum- 
med up w Duke of Rent is to be united 
to the Princess of Linangen, sister of the 
reigning Prince of Saxe-Coboury and of 
Prince Leopold. Parliament hag in conse- 
quence granted 6,000/, 4 vear to the Duke, 
on the completion of the event. ‘Lhe inves- 
Tigation into the state of the education of 
the Poor, and into the appropriation of 
charitable funds devoted to that object, 
bas led to the detection of many flagrant 
abuses. Mr. Brougham, with whom the 
inquiry originated, has stated, that, of 
property actually worth between a million 
and a half and two milhons of money, 
aut 750,000/. liave been received by the 
sroper persons, or properly accounted for by 
them. A parliamentary commission is about 
tu take the subject into full consideration, 
with the view of detecting abuses and ap- 
plying the necessary remedies. Were the 
fair amount of the charitable funds, really 
applicable to purposes of education, be- 
stowed in the most enlightened and eco- 
nomical manier according to their original 
destination, it would appear that very little 
further aid ofa pine nature would be ne- 
cessary 10 effect the universal education 
ofthe poor th: oughout the country.— The 
Sill fur the erection of churches has been 
almost nctisA approved of in both 
Houses, with the exception of a few of its 
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provisions, which have been modified .. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer has giyc, 
up, at least for the present Session, his 
plan for regulating country banks. qT). 
Bank Restriction is to continue for anothe; 
year, 


We are rejoiced to find that a commis. 
sion, appointed by the Prince Regent, jis io 
take into consideration the best Means of 
preventing the forgery of Bank nates, 
which as we stated in our last number, hes 
become alarmingly frequent. The blood 
Which flows annually, in this country, jin 
consequence of the strong temptations 
which are presented to the commission oj 
this crime, is quite appalling: and yet, 
from the great severity of the punishment, 
the number of prosecutions and Convictions 
is far less than it would otherwise be. The 
chance of escape is thus greatly increased, 
and consequently also the temptation to 
commit the crime. We cannot reconcile 
our minds to the idea of continuing to pun- 
ish forgery with death, any more than we 
could to that of thus punishing theft— 
Forgery is, in fact, a theft. The appropri- 
ate punishment for it would be hard labour 
for lite. {fn nine cases out of ten, it is oc. 
casioned by idleness and profligacy. The 
proper remedy, therefore, would be, the 
certain prospect of a life of compulsory la- 
bouc and restraint, in case of detection — 
Tiere is something horrid in the idea of un- 
sp aringly exacting blood for property, as 
is done in all convictions for forgery. 


We shall take occasion, after the close 
of the present session, tc revise some of 
the parliamentary proceedings on im- 
portant points, such as the Poor Laws, 
Educa tion, the Building of Churches, the 
State of Slay rery in the seduce indies, &e 
The session is expected to close early in 


June. 
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